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LETTER XXXT3L 

NEVER did Monarch comc to the thronc o£ 
England with a greater varicty of favourablc- 
concurrcnces tban Charles I. He ^ n i6ic 
fbundhimfelfpoíTeiIcdof apcaceful ' ' ^' 

and flouriíhing kingdom, his right undifputcd by 
rival claimants, ílrengthencd by an alliance with 
onc of the moft powcrful Monarchs^that evcr rcign- 
ed in FrancC) whofe íifter he had matried ; ^nd, ta 
add to all this» loved by his fubjeflsy whom hc had 
vonby his virtues and addrefs. 

However, this was but a flattering profpe£l : the 
%irit of liberty wa« rouzcd, and it was rcfolved to 
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4 Atí HISTORY OF ENGLANDj 

oppofe thc anelent claims of Monarchs, who ufúrpeá^ 
thcirpower in times of ignorance and danger, altho*' 
they had confirmed it by laws, and continued it by. 
long prefcription.. Charles had been, from his in- 
fancy, taught to confider the royal privilegesas facred 
pledges, which it was his duty to defend : his father 
had impknted the do£lrine$ of hereditary aad iiide^ 
feafible right early upon his. mind. Jamcs only de* 
fended thefe dofhrines by words, and it was foon the 
fatc of Charles to aíTert them by a£tion. It is the 
duty of every fovcreign to confidcr the genius and 
difpofition of hispeople, as a father does that of his 
chiidren, and to adapt his governmept to each con-« 
jun£kure. Charles mifliook that genitis : he wanted 
togovern a.peoplc whohad, for fomc time, lcamcd' 
to bc frec, bymaxims and prccedents that had thcir 
origin in times of ignorance and flavery. 

He therefore began his reign with two o£ the moft: 
difficult projeAs that could be conceived : the one to 
fuccour thc proteílants in Germany againft thc Em-. 
pcror and Dukc of 3a.varia ; the othev to keep the^ 
«oyal pretogatives entirei without a national ftand- 
Mig army. In order to eíFeft thefe purpofes, thc houfe 
of commons was to be managed ; who,. asl have al-. 
rcady defcribcd, from being 'thc oppBcfled party, 
wcre now willing in turn to become opprcflTors ; 
who, from a deteftation of Popery, had now over- 
Ihot the mark, and were become Puritans. His firft:. 
demand for the neceflTary fupplies to carry on the 
War of the palatinatc, in Germany, though under- 
taken at their c^n requeft, was anfwered with a pe-- 
tition for punifliing Papifts, and for an examination 
into the grievances of the nation. Buckingham, 
who. had been the late king's favourite, and who^ 
^as ftill more carefled by the prefent monarch, did. 
not efcage their. cenfures.i, fo tbat,, inftead of graíit*- 
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írtg tluífums 'requífite, they cmploycd thc timc m- 
vain difputations and complaints, tiU thc feafon* 
for profecuting the intcnded campaign was elapfcd. 
The King, at lcngth, wearied with their dclays» 
and oíFended at their contcmpt of his dcmands^ 
thought proper to diírolvc a parliament which he 
could not bring to rcafon. In faíl, the commons» 
atthis timc, compiained of imaginary grievanccs y 
but the time was approaching when thcir com- 
plaints were to become reaL 

The miniftersof thc King had not yet forgot that' 
kind of tax which was callcd a bcncvolcnce, and- 
which had been often exafted from thc fubjeíi in 
former reigns. Charïcs thought to avaii himfclf of 
this method of procuring money, but at the fame 
time coloured it over with a greater appcarancc pf 
jufticc than any of his prcdcceírors. He thcrcfore 
determined to borrow money of fuch perfons as 
were beíl able to lcnd, to whom, for this purpofc, 
he direclcd letters mentioning the fum. With this 
the people reluftantly complicd : it was, in farft, a 
grievance, though authorifed by a thoufand precc- 
dents ; but no precedcnt. can gívc fanílion to in- 
jufticc.'*'' With thismoney a fïeet wasequipped and 
Íent againft Spain, but it returned without procuring 
cither glory or advantage. 

This incffeílual cxpedition demanded to be repair- 
cd by a uew fupply grcatcr than what extortcd loans 
could produce, and another parliament was called' 
for this purpofe. The ncw parliament, upon this' 
occafíon, feemed even more refraftóry than the 
former, and appeared more willing to make oi' to 
complain of grievances than to grant money ; but' 
chiefly their refentmcnt wasdirefted againft Buck-- 
ingham, the royal favouritc. Whenever the fub-* 
Jc£t$ ^tack the royal prcrogativcitbey bcgin witb the 
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fávourites of the cro^^n ; and ivifer Princes, fenfiblé: 
cf this, feldom haye any. Gharles was not pof— 
fcíred of the art of making a diftin£lion between-; 
friendsand minifters -y whoever was his favourite 
was always cntrufted with the adminiftration of af-- 
fairs. He loved Buckingham, and undertook tO' 
prote£l him, although to defend this nobleman was* 
to íhare his reproach. Two members of the houfc 
of Gomraons, Diggs and Elliot, undeitook to acbufe 
him. The purport of the charge amounted to- 
little more than that he had engroffed too much^ 
power for hmfelf and his relations, and that he.' 
had applied a. plaifter to the late king's fide, which' 
was fuppofed to be poifonous. They inveighed; 
againft the duke upon this frivolous accufation,, 
and the King, in a paifion, ordered them both to ' 
the Tower. This was an open adl of violcncc, . 
and íhould havc been fupported, ornever perform-- 
ed« The commons exclaimed, that their privi** 
leges were íhfringed : they protefted that neither. 
of the membcrs had fpoken any thing difrefpeftfully. 
of his Majefty, andbegan to publiíh their vindica- - 
tion. The King, who was ever ready to enter upon . 
haríh meafures, bnt not to fuppprt them, releafed the 
two members^ and this compliance coníirmed that> 
obftinacy which his former injury hád contributed^ 
to raife, The earl of Arundel, for being guilty of í 
the feme ofFcnce in the houfe of lords, was imprifon- 
ed and difmiffed in the fame manner by the King. , 
The two houfcs having in this manner anfwercd the . 
voyal demands formpney, the King, rather than. 
give up the Duke, chofe to be without . the fupply, 
and thcrefore once more diíïblved the parliament. 
. Hehad now a war to maintain, which hewas en- 
gaged in by the advice of thofe very. members who 
refufed to contribute to its fupport : befides thís> he 
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was to put the kingdom in a proper pofture of de* 
fence, and he wantcd money to execute thefc pur- 
pofes. To furnifli thc proper fupplies he again ' 
had recourfe to loans, and to granting proteftions 
to the Papifts, for ftipulated fums of moncy : fuch 
as refufed had foldiers billeted upon themi contrary 
to the cuftoms of England ; and even fome were 
enrolled for foldiers themfelves. Perfons of bírth 
and rank were fummoncd to appear beforc thc 
council, and) upon their perfifting in a refufal, 
were put into confinement. Wc now once more 
perceive" the feeds of difcord beginning to íhoot 
fbrth : we now fee, as in evcry other civil war, 
both parties guilty of injuftice, yct on either íide 
that injuftice arifing from principles ofvirtue ; the 
one aáuáted • by the inherent liberties of mankind, 
the other by the prefcriptive privileges of the crown. 
Such is the general lot of humanity, . to have theÍF' 
a£lions degeneratc from the producing motives. 

The King, now finding that nothing but the pro- 
fpeft of immediate dangcr could induce fome future 
parliament to provide neceírary fupplies, was refolvcd 
to make a rupture with France, a war j j^ ^ ^ 
againft which had ever been an expe- • • ' 
dient of producing unanimity at home. With this 
víew he íent out Buckingham with a fket to rclieve 
Rochelle, a maritime town in that kingdom, which 
had long enjoyed its privileges independcnt of thc 
Fjrcnch King, and which he was now aélually 
pTcparing to deprive them of. This expedition 
was equally fruitlefs with that to' the ' coafts of 
Spain : the Dukc knew nothin|^of the art of war, , 
and confumed his time in befieging a little fort in 
the ifleof Rhe, from whence he was driven with 
the lofs of half his army. The bad fuccefs of this 
ftrved to rcnder the unfortunate Duke ftiU more 
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©bnoxious, andtheKing more needjr : anotherpar- 
liament was therefore called, and a fupply demand- 
ed in the ufual form. The commons, in the firíl' 
parliament, had begun with fiftitious grievances ;: 
but their refufing thcn to contribute the fupplies^ 
foon introduced an adlual abufe of powet, and ren- 
dered the King unjuíl,, who, probably, only defired* 
to be eafy. He cxtorted fupplies, and imprifoned. 
the refraftory. The complaihts of ,the commons- 
were now reai : thcir members had been imprifon- 
ed : loans had been cxtorted ; a- tax upon mer-> 
cliandize, called tonnage and poundage, had beea 
exa£led witfeout parliamentary authority ; and, laft 
of all, the Duke of Buckingham was ftilí fuiFered to 
rule the councils of the King, and inflame every. 
proceeding. In this filuation they feemed, as ufual 
refolved to grant no money till their grievances were 
redreíTed, and till the king had given a pofitive af- 
furance to maintain the liberties of the fubjeíl. The 
King promifed both, and they voted hira a liberal 
fupply, upon which they were prorogued, as waa 
cuftomary. This freíli fupply enaWed his Majeíly 
to make anothei.attempt to relieve Rochelle, and the 
the dukc of Buckingham was-again appointed to the 
command. Buckingham had everbehaved with fome 
haughtinefs, as being fecure of the kingV proteftion; 
buthis greateft fauh feemed to be too large a fliare 
of power, which gave oíFence to every order. It is 
the aim of all malecontentsin a ftate, rather to bring 
the great down to thcir own lcycl,' than .to exalt the 
inferior order to thcirs', and this mightbe amotive 
to the lords and cornmons for attemptingto retrench 
Buckíngham's power. The clamaur raifed againft 
hinj in the houfe was not loft among the people ; 
they re-echoed it from one to the other,and thc duke' 
had a millioa of foes. onlý from his feemÍBg pro« 
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^eríty. Among this number wasoneJohnFelton^ 
an Iriíhman, a Heutenant in the army. This man 
was naturalljr melancholy» courageousi and enthu* 
fiaílic : he felt for his country, a» if labouring under 
a calamity which he thoughtit in the power ofhiS' 
fingle arm to remove : he refolved to kill the Duke» 
and thus to do fervice both to God and man. Ani« 
mated with miftaken patriotifm and gloomy zeal, he 
reached Portfmouth, where the Dukc was then, fur- 
rounded with his levee,. giving the neceíTary orders* 
to embark. Felton came up among the crowd, and 
ftabbed him with a long knife to the heart : the 
Duke inftantly feir dead, and Felton ^ jrj. ,^^^ 
walked «ompofedly away \ but his 
hat had fallen ofF while he was ftriking the blow^ 
and this produccd the difcovery^ He diÍUained de- 
nying a murder in which he gloried, and averred 
tnat he looked upon the Duke as an enemy to hi$~ 
country, and, as fuch, defervcd to fufFcr. Wc 
Ihall fee through -the courfe of this reign feveral in» 
ftances of grcat virtues and enormous vices ; íot 
tfie genius of England was at thÍ6 time arrived afe 
ks higheft pitch. 

The expedition of Rochelle again returned with# 
out fuccefs, as if it had been ordered by fate that no-^ 
thing was to put the 'people into good humour. Thc 
«eonteft, therefore, between privilege and prerogative* 
was now carricd on with the fame acrimony as be- 
fore. Tonnage and poundage was exa£ted by the 
King as a right belonging. to the crown, and refufed 
by the merchants as a tax that could.only be granted 
by the people. The parliament was callcd to deter- 
mine the difpute ;. but inftead of difcufling that ar- 
gument, they entered upon difputes about religion., 
The houf^ was moftly compofed of Puritans, and 
fioch wcre for aboliíhing Egifcogacy, and pcrfccuting 
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the Papifts. They werc freed from Buckihgham ; bufe 
there was another favourite whom they dreaded ftilt 
more, Laud, Archbiíhop of Canterbury, a great fa- 
vourer of thc opinion of divifje righiy and firmlp 
attached to the rites of thc church as then eftablifti- 
cd. They feemed willing to aiiow thc King no fa- 
vourite, and therefore loudly murmured againft this« 
Bifliopk Their indignation however, was, for a 
while, called ofF to another objcft, which was con- 
fidered as a new af): of violence in the King. His/ 
cuftom-houfe officers had fieiz^d upon thc goods of 
ene or two merchants who reftifed to pay tonnagc 
;tnd poundage. The judges, in thc former rcign^ 
of James L had adjudged this tax to belong to the 
crown without confcnt of parliament : the formcr 
rcign, therefore, had bcen thc proper timc for dif- 
puting the^ King's right ; but the commons had thcnr 
not fo much power, or fuch a fpirit of refiftance as* 
now: they were now perféílly fenfible ofthcirowa> 
ftrength, and were refolved to fix thc limits betwecn 
tlie King and the people. They thereforc boldly 
stnd warmly remonftrated againft thc King's pro- 
ceeding ; and he, in return imprifoned four of thc: 
members, and diflblved the parliament Thefe 
were the caufes which foon after overturned thct 
ftate, and laid the throne in hltod« 



LETTER, XL.- 



Mónarchial governmcnt has cvtx bccn lookcd' 
^ ^ úpon as beft, when wifely adminiftered. We 
arc fo conftituted by nature, that fome arc born to 
command, and others to obey. In a- republic, 
how frec foever, the people cannot govern them* 
£dves. and the leaders muft be tyrants over theijr 
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i^wn narrow circlc of fubjeíls. In a monarchy the 
Igovernor is placed at a diftance from the many as 
he is but one ; in a republic the tyrants are near» 
becaufe they are many \ in the former the people 
are fubje£l to oppreíEon ^from errors of will \ íq the 
latter, they are harraíTed by the rigoursofthe law. 
In a monarchy the redrefs of grievsMices is fpeedy 4 
in a republici dilatory and uncertain : in the one» 
puaiíhments are few ; in the othef, fevere and nu« 
xnerous, from the debility of the conftitution. 

The prefent parliament feemed not fo intent upon 
abridging the king's power, as upon entively abo- 
liíhing it : they were CaÍvinQts, and it is the fpirit 
of Calvinifts to throw off the raftraints of royalty. 
The Engliíh had lately feen this happily eíFe£led m 
Switzerland and Holland, and influenced by ^fuch 
ezamples^ feemed defirous of imitation. 

You have feen the king and the Englifh parlia- 

ment now almoft prepared for an open rupture ; 

ftilly howeverj the commons kept within the bounds 

of humble ren\onftrance, and, while they refufed 

. his Majefty's demandS} aíked pardonibr their delay. 

They had iitiil a refpe£t for their monarch> which 

€ven,their republican principles could not entirely 

cfiace ; and, though ^they were willing to wound, 

yjet they feared to ftrike an open blow. The 

Scotch foon fet them an example of refiftance : they 

had, in that kingdom, long embraced the Calvinifti« 

ical doflrines ; and tho' they ilili had biíhops, thefe 

ívere reduced to poverty, and treated with contempt. 

James I. attempted to exalt the Biíhops, apd to 

introduce.the rites and iiturgy of the church of 

£ngland among them, but died in the midft of his 

^ndeavours. Charles, therefore, was refolved to 

complete what his father had begun. This unne« 

fLtíOTarjr and iil-judged attempt alienated the aiTe^- 
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tions of the Scotch fubjeéls. The fedition paflêA 
from city to city j the Calvinifts formed a leaguc^ 
«s if aU the laws» divine and human, were infringed^ 
while the defire in the court party, of fupporting 
their commands, and in the people, of defending 
their religion» foon excited, ^ually in Scotland, 
thofe dangers which in England were, as yet, onlj 
apprehended. 

In fuch a íituation» the King, could only repreft 
the prefumption of his Scot<:h fubjeAs by the aílift- 
ance of thofe of England ; but hehad lately diíTolv- 
ed his patliamentj and feemed no way difpofed te 
callanotheri he had cut offthe fources of every 
fupply incafes of emergency, and foudly hoped hc 
-couldgovern merely by the terror of Toyahy: Hi« 
favourites helped to confirm his errors ; thcy werc 
fond of arbitrary power becaufe they Ihared its in- 
dulgencies ; the 'Privy-Council confidered itfelf a$ 
abfolute ; the Star<^Chamber, as it was called, fevere- 
ly puniíhed all who deniedthe prerogative royal ; 
the High Commiffion court now turned fromdefend« 
4ng thePapifts againftthe Puritans^ whom theyjuft- 
iy feared, as tin£tured with the fpirit. of refiftance,"^; 
the vcry judges alfo, being chofen by the court, 
were entirely devoted to the king ^ fo that all con- 
ipired tolift faim above juftice, and induced him to 
call thofe parliaments no morei whofe maxims of go- 
vernment he found diametrically oppofite to his own« 
He was thereforerefolved to fix uponother methods 
of raifing money ; methods, indeedi which were prac- 
tifed by his predecefibrs, but at times when they 
had power to controul every juftice, and force to 
compel their fubje£ís toobey. Charles, in the midft 
of a cívil war in Scotland, and the difcontents of his 
people at home, at a time when one half of his 
lubje£td were preaching feditioUi and the other balf 
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'^tte 'lcaming ^o defpifc Kings ; without nrmjp 

.^nd wtthout trcafure ; refolved to reign with arbi* 
trary powcr. 
With:the taxcswhith he levied without parlia- 

'^mcnts in £Qgland, he undertook to bríng about the 
Tefbrmation in Scotland ; and therefore began, as 

' his parliament was now no more, to xoUe£l a tax 

•vpon the fubjed; called Ship'fnoney. This is that 

^famous^tax which'íiríl roafcd a whoie nation, after 

an 'unfettled conftitution of more than a thoufand 

ycars, at length to ^íix and determme the bounds oí 

'^heir own frcedom and thc King's prerogative. 

To give a fanílion to the royal orders , this tax 
^as 'backed by thc opinion of all the judges, who 

-TOtcd it to be cuíbomary and Jegal. Their opinion 
*wíll at once íecve to explain thc narturc of íthis tax^ 
>ahd what they j^udgcd concerning it. It runs thus r 

■*We every maniy himfeif^ and all of us togetber^ have 

'4aken into firÍ9us €orfider^íion ihe cafe and quefiion 

'^íoncerning fhip^oney ; and it is our jopinion^ tbaf 
>when the good and fafety of >the éingdom in general 
is concerned^ >attd the ■kingdom in danger^ that your 
Májefly may hy %vrit under the great feal of Engiand^ 
>eammand all your fuhje&s of this your kingdom^ at 
their chargCy io provide Mtd furnijb fuch numher of 
fbips^ with mettj vi&uaisyiand tímmttftition, Mnd fir 
fucb timcy^as your Majefly fball ibink flt for ihe de^ 

^fence ond/afety of fhis kingdomfrêm fucb danger . anÍ 

t.peril ; and that^ hy laWf iyour i*MajeBy > may compet 

tbe doin^ tíoereof incdfe'Of refafalor refraQorinefs f 

'sAnd ive nre alfo of vpinion^ tbat in fuch cafe your 

Majéfiy is thefole jwdge hatb of tbe danger^ and wbiH 

' 'étnd how thejame 'ts to ' bepreventid.and . avoidedf fs^Cm 
An order froin the throne tbus baicked by the opí« 

'fiion of all 'the judgcs, it was thought^ would beat 
<once complied witb;.but:!tb&iKing was.deceivydé^ 
Vol. IL B 
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A prlvatc man of couragc and intcgrit jr, onc John 
Harapden, ftood forth as a champion for the peoplci 
and refufed to pay a tax not authorifed by parlia- 
ment. The fum at which he was rated, amounted 
10 but twcnty íhillings, yet, he réfufed to contribute 
cven this, and brought his caufe before the court of 
Exchequer. Nevcr was a greater caufe argued in 
any court beforc. The judges, by thcir fentence, 
were to determine whether the nation, and their 
pofterity, were to be fubjq£l to arbitrary power, 
or to enjoy freedom. The judges determined m 
favour of íervitude ; Hampden was caft ; and this 
only ferved to increafc th» difcontents of the 
people.^ 

The difcontent and oppofition the King found a- 
mong his Engliíh fubjefts, onc would think, might 
have ferved to rcprefs his ardour for reformation in 
the religion of Scotland. Having publiíhed an order 
for reading the liturgy in the principal church in 
Edinburgh, the people received it with clamours 
úná imprecations : the court-party blamcd their 
obftinacy, as the innovations were trifling ; but this 
was retorted againft themfelves with ftili greater 
forc^, for labouring fo earneftly at the eftablilhment 
oftrifles. The feditionin that kingdom, whichhad 
hitherto been fecret, was now kept concealed no 
longer ; rebellion had, afi it were, fet up its ftan- 
dard amongft them. Yet (iill the King could not 
' refolve to defift from his defign ; and fo prepoíTeíIed 
was he in favour of royal right, that he thought 
the verynameofa King wouid influence them to 
return to duty. He was foon undeceived ; thc 
Scotch Calvinifts, whofe principles wcrc repub- 
lican, cntered into a covenant to fupprefs thc 
Biftiops, and refift the Kiug's authorit j. This wat 
judged an open declaration of war, and Charl^ 
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fiimmoned the nobility of England, who held landi 
of the crown to furniíh a proper^ jy ,^^0 
ntimbeT of forces to fupprefa' them. ' ' 3 • 
To add to his fupplies, he demaríded a volun- 
tarjr contribution from the clergy, and, by means 
of his Quecn, the Cathdics alfo were pi'eíTed for 
théir affiftance. Bj thefe methods he found him« 
felfat the head óf an undifciplined and relu£lant 
armjr, amountkig to about twenty thoufand men, 
commanded by generals more willing to negociate 
than to fight. However, his fuperiority of number 
gave him a manifeft advantage over the malecon* 
tents^ who were not flow in marching to oppofe' 
him. Charles had inherited the peaceful difpo- 
fition of his father : he was un willing to come to 
extremities, although a blow then ílruck with vi- 
gour,might have preventcd many of his^ fucceeding 
misfoTtunes. Inílead of fighting,. he entered upoa 
a treaty : a fufpeníion wa& concluded upon, and 
terms agreed to^ that neither fide intended to ob- 
ferve. This fufpenfion, and diíbanding the armies^ 
Wasa fatal ílep to the King-:. the Scotch forces 
could be again muítered at pleafure; the Engliíb 
troops, not without time, ; difficulty, and expence» 
Of this the maiecontents were fenfible, and the ne- 
gociation met with^ obftruftions, in proportion as^ 
they wcreconfident of their power. In (hort after 
much altercation, and many treaties figned and brO'* 
ken, both parties once more refolved upon a war. 

War being refolved on, the KLing now took every 
method to raife money for maintaining it» S/jí'p" 
fttoney was levied as before ; fome other arbitrary 
taxes were exafted with great feverity, but one 
method of increafing fupplies refle£ls immortal ho- 
nour upon thofe who granted them. His counfel- 
loES and fervanta lent .the King .whatever fums thef 
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could fpare, and díflireílcd their prÍYate fortunes .f»»' 
ferve the ftate. Laud^^ Archbifhop of Canterbury^ 
and the Marquis of Hamilton, contributed . very 
large fam« ; but particularly Thomaa Wentworth^ 
TEarl of StafFord^ gave his Majcdy twenty thoufand 
pounds. Wentworth was one of the great charac* 
ters that mazkcd thofe celebráted times^ Upoii hUi 
firft apfgearaaee inthe ftate^hf was foremoft in :opK. 
pofition to the crown ^ but, finding his con£ederatesj> 
had mtxedafpirit of enthufïafm with their regavds^. 
for liberty, he left their fide to take that of thc-King^. 
which he fancied in greateft dangen He was bravei; 
wife and loyal v ^nd foUowed the king. fronr princi* . 
ple» yet without entirely approving. his.condi;>£t. 

Thefe were the refources of thc cro wn to prep^i»' 
fora Scotch war ; but they were ftill infufficientj, . 
and there was but one metbod more to furnifh^ 
larger fuppliee, namely» by calling a parliament* . 
j T\ f: It wa& now eleven years fince Charles^ 

^ ' had calkd any. The ungovérnable . 
fpíritof the ïzít had taught him ta hate and fear 
fuch an aflémbly*. Hts wants, however» at length. 
induced him to conftrain his indignation, and bjr^ 
the advice of his council he called anotheri thé ^ 
memhers of which were ftiU more. turbulenit thaa. 
íhe formeri as thcy now had ftiU ftnmger reafons^. 
for thcir difcontent. Thc hoaic of commons could 
not be induced to trcat theScotch, who were of th© 
fame principles, and contended for the fame caufe» . 
a$ thcir enemies. They looked upon them a& 
friends and brothers, who. onlyrofe to teach them 
to defend theirj privileges. The king could reap 
no other fruits, therefore, from this affembly, but . 
murmurings and complaints ; every method hc 
had taken to fupply himfelf with money was dc- 
<fered aU' abnfe : tonnage and poundage, íhiji-^- 
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money, the fale of monopolies, the billetting fol-> 
díers upon the citizens» were all voted ítretches of 
arbitrary power. The Star-chamber gave parti- 
cular offence, and, inftead of fublidies, the houfe 
prefented the king with nothing but grievances. 
Charles once more diíTolved this parliament, and 
thus aggravated the difcontentsofthe people. 

He had now made enemies of thc Scotch nation,. 
and of the commons of England ; it remained to 
offend the city of London. Upon their refufing to 
lend him afum of money to carry on the war, hc 
fued them in the Star-chamber for fome lands ia 
Ireland, and made them pay a confiderable fine. 
He continued to> exa£t all the taxes againft which 
the parliament had fo frequently remonftrated. Even 
had he bcen defpotic, fuch a condu£): would have 
ihaken him on the throne ; but, limited as he was,, 
it ferved to complete his ovcrthrow. He could' ex- 
peél little affiftance from England ; and the Scotch, 
fenfible of their own power in that part of his domi- 
nions, led an army o£ twenty thoufand men as far as- 
Ncwcaftle upon Tyne, in orier to fcize upon, or to 
dcthrone him. Having thus prepared his j^ 
misfortune&,. he found himfelf again oblig- * ^* 
cd to call that parliament which completed his ruin- ' 

Inftead of granting money, this new parliament, 
as all the reft had done, began by demanding to have 
their grievances redrefied : they dcfired an abolition 
of the Star-chamber, exclaimed againft arbitrary 
taxes, and particulatly íhip-money ; and, in fine, 
demanded that a. n^w parliament Oiould be called 
cvery three y«ars. , Charles, was now obliged to 
grant thofe demaml^s from neceflity, which in the 
beginning of his reigh he might have beftowed as a 
favour. He expefted to regain his authority by; 
i^mplying, but he wad deceived i nothing could. fa^ 

B 3 
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tisfy thc commons^ but thc total abolitlon of híi 
powcr ^ He expeíted that his Engliíh fubje£ts 
would rcprefs the infolence of thofe of Scotland> 
but had thc mortification to find the houfe of com- 
mons approve their conduíi, and repay their irrup- 
tion with a reward of threc hundred thoufand' 
pounds. He hopcd to reprefs the puritanical par- 
ty in England, but found to his furprize, almoft 
the whole houfe oí conimons of that perfúafi^on. 
Heloved the earl^of StaíFord with tendernefs, and 
cftcemcd hts wifdom ; and the houfe of commons,, 
confcious of his regards, accufed the earl of high» 
treafon. When we attempt innovation, wc fel- 
dom know howfar ourfchemes will cxtend at laft. 
This parliament began with redrefling grievances y 
they proceeded to reform the ftate, and cnded in. 
totaHy deftroying thc conHitution. 
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LETTER XLL 

N treating' of a fubjeft in which almoft cvery 
_ Engliíhman is partial, it is no eafy matter to* 
avoid falling into their errors ; but I have labour- 
ed to view this part of our hiftory wíthout recciving 
any bias from party ; and our conftitution is now 
fufficiently eftabliíhed, whatever we may think o£-^ 
this monarch's equity, or his fubjeéls' refolution. 
Our laws, at prefent, diflFcr both from what Charles 
cndeavoured to maintain, and whiat his parliamcnts 
prctcnded to eiTadl : we now are ali agrced, that 
ijftilimitcd power arrogated on onc fidc^ and tumul- 
tuousfrcedom introdueed on the other, arc both 
iatolerablc ; yct, of the two, perhaps defpotifm is fu- 
perror. In a republic, thc numbcr of tyrants are un- 
controulablie, for they can fupport each othcr in 
opprcffion i in a monarchy, therc Í9 onc objcft, who' 
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if he ofFcnds, is eaCly puniíhable, becanfe hc is but 
one. The oppreffions of a monarch arc gcneralljr 
exerted only in thc narrow fphpre round him ; thc 
oppréffion& of the governors of a republic, though 
Bot fo íiagrant, are more univerfal ; the Monarch 
xs apt to commk great enormities, but thcy feldom 
reach thc multitudc at'humblc diftance from thc 
throne ; thc republican Defpot oppreíTcs the mul- 
titudé' that lies within the circle of his influence, for 
hc knows them ; the Monarch terrifies me with 
great cvils, which I may never fcel 5 thc Defpotac • 
tuallý-loads me with fubmiffions, which I am con- 
ftantly obiiged to fuft:ain ; and, in my opinion, it is 
much better to be in danger of having my hcad 
chopped ofF with an axe once in my life, than la. 
have my lcg galied with a continual fcttcr. 

Whatcver wcre the reafonings of thc King upon: 
this fubjeft, it is certain hïs aftions wcrc intended 
for thc benefit of his fubjeéVs ; hut he continucd to 
mlc them upon the maxims of former princes at a 
time whcn the prraciples of the fubjefts wcre totally 
cbanged. The houfe of commons feemed now to 
have thrownoíFall fubordination 5 thcy not only ar- 
raigncd and attainted almoft all thc king's minifters> 
particularly Laud, StaflFord, Fimch, and Winde- 
banck, but pafied an aft to makc that parlíamcnt 
continual, until all grievances íhould be redTeíTed. 
Thc king complicd with every meafure, yet all his 
compliance only fcrved to increafe thcir demands. 
' ïhc carl of Stafford firft fell a viílim to their po- 
pular fury : the commons exhibited an accufation of 
twenty-eight articlcs againft him ; the fubftance of 
which was, That he had attempted to extend thc 
King's authority at home, and had béen guilty of 
feveral exaaions in Ireland. Thcfc rcceived the- 
temc of high treafon^ andt thc peoplc without de- 
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manded juftice. The managers for the houfe oí 
commons pleaded with vehemence againft him 
at the bar of the houfe of lords, who were his 
jud^es : they infifted, that, though each article 
íeparately did not amount to a proof, yet the 
whole taken together carried convidlion. This ís- 
a. method of arguing frequemly ufed in the Engliíh- 
courts of juftice, even to this day ; and perhaps,. 
none can be more erroneous , for almoft every 
falfehood may thus be defended by a multiplicity of- 
weak reafons. In this tumult of aggravation and 
clamour, the Earl himfelf, whofe parts and wifdom 
had long been refpefted and acknowledged, ftood> 
unmoved»^ He defended his innocence with all the 
prefenceof mind,judgement and temper, that could 
be expefted from innocency and ability. His little 
ehildren were placed ncar him, as he was thus de- 
fending his own caufe, and that of his maftei : after 
he had, in a long and eloquent fpeech, delivered' 
extempore, confutcd the accufation of his enemies,.. 
he thus drew to a conclufion : But^ my lordsi Ihave 
trouhled you ioo long ; longer than IJhould have áone^: 
hutfor the fake ofthofe dear pledges afaint in heavenhas 
left me. — ^Úpon this he paufed, dropped a tear, look- 
ed upon his childrenj.and then proceeded — Wbat L 
forfeit for myfelf is a. trifle : ihat my indifcretions 
Jhould reach my pojïerity nvoutids meto theheartí Par^ 
don my infirmity^ — Súmething Ifhould have added^ hut 
am not able ; therefore^ let it pafs. And now^ my. 

JLcrdsy for ^iyfelf I have hrig heen taughty that thë^- 
affiiclions of this life are overpaid hy that eternal tveight 
of gkry luhich aivaits the innocenti and foy my JLords^ 
evenfo^ with the utmofl tranquillityt . Lfuhmit myfelf ta. 
yourfíídgement* Whether that he life or death» ' Tb. 
Deum laudamus. 
Hi& eloquence and innocence feemed to influence^ 
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kisjudges: the Kíng aímfelf went tothchotife of 
Lords^ and fpoke in his dcFence : but the fpirit of* 
ikc people was excited, and nothing but his blood ' 
wouid give them fatisfa£lion. He was^condemned' 
by both houfes, and nothing now remained but the-' 
King to gÍTC hi6 confent to the bill of attaindef • 
Bat hi8 confent feeined of < little' oonfequence ; the- 
Ibsiitsofroyalty were long fince broken down, and' 
inminent daagers might attend his refufah 'While: 
he Gontinued in this agitation of mind, not know-' 
ÍBg how to behave, he received a letter from the- 
imfortunate* nobleman himíelf) deíiring that his Hfe 
night be made the facriíice of a mutual agreement 
between the King and. the people : adding, that to z- 
wiUtng mkid their could bc no injury. This noblc 
inilance of gencrofity: was but ill repaid ; the King 
Was perfuaded to give his confent; he^ j^ ^ 
figned the fatal bill ; StaffiDrd was be- * ' '^ " 
headed, aiKÍ this taught his fubjefts foon after to^ 
fpiU blood that was ftill morc precious» 

'llie whole kingdom now feemed to be in a fer- 
lïitnt : aU the petitions of parliament, which- wcrc- 
in reality calculated to abafe the King, were, not-. 
withftanding, drawn up with the moft fceming afiec-^ 
tion and obedience ; they were conftantly complain-. 
ing in each of thefe their fears for the church, at the- 
very time that they were themfelves labouring ita 
overthrow. Fa£tion ran high. In the King's party • 
there was an ill proje£i:ed and worfe condu£bed de- 
fign of keeping the prerogative as much untouch- 
cd as.cvcT it had bcen in the reigns of the moft for- 
tunate and formidaWe Monarchs ; in the oppoíite 
party, a fixed refolution of turning the ftate into a 
repúblic, andchangingthe government oíúk cburck 
ÍOtQ that of preíbytery. 
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In thc midfl; of thefc troubles, the Papifts of Irc- 
tand fancied' they found a convenient opportunity of 
throwing oíF the Engliíh yoke. Religion and liber-' 
tyoften infpire the moil atroclous aftions ; and 
tkey did fo now. The Papiftatook a refolution, of 
which wc find many horrid examplcs in hiftory. 
Thcy attcmptcd to cut oíF all thc Proteftants in that 
kijigdom at one blow. Wot lefe than forty thoufand 
perfons fell a facriiice upon this occafion» In fuck 
a number of murders, cruelty put on a thoufand dif^ 
ferent íhapes ; rapes, burningSy and tortures» were 
pra£l:ifed in every part of that miferable ifland ; and. 
all the proteftants periíhed who had not the good 
fortune to make early proviGon for their fafety. 
Such was the ftate of Ireland then, and fuch was 
England íhortly to be. The parliament took this 
opportunity to blacken the Eing, a& if he had given 
fan£lion to the Papifts, and encouraged their bar- 
harous defígn : he vindicated himfelf wich a zeal 
that nóthing but innocence could infpirc ; and tried 
cvery method of aflifting his Proteftant fubjeóls of 
Ireland. He even demanded fuccours 'from thc: 
parliament of Scotland to relieve the Iriíh Protef- 
tants : but they remittcd him to the parliament of 
England, as Ireland lay more immediately under 
their prote£lion. The Engliíh houfe of commons. 
fent but feeble fuccours to a peopk they pretended 
to deplore, and gave it as a pretext that the govern- 
ment at home was in danger. 

The parliament now proceeded to what thcy long 
laboured at, to eftablifti a republic, and deftroy the 
rites of the church of England. They fignified to 
the King, that it was fit to have a privy-council only 
of their appointing. Thrce members of the houfc 
ofcommons prefented this requeft on their knëes». 
The king was pleafed to grant all. Oliver Ciomi-^ 
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vrdlj who was then in the houfe of commons, was 
iieard to' declare, that, if this requeft was reje£ted» 
he would fell his eílate, which was thcn but fmall^ 
and retire out of the kingdom. 

Hitherto, it is probable, both fides were aAuated 
tather bj principie than ambition. Thc Biíhops had 
iiitherto clofcly adhcred to the King ; they were not 
only cxpelied the houfe of Lordsj but, upon rcmon- 
ftratjng againft this unconftitutional meafure, werc 
accufcd by the houfe of commons of high treafon, 
and ten of them fent to the Tower. This fpirit of 
^pidemic rage was not confincd to both houfes of 
parliamcnt alonej the populacc daily furroundcd 
the place of fittíng and with tumultuous cries, 
demanded juíUce. Thê apprentices, the common- 
council, and the citizens of London, wcre foremoft 
in • this ftruggíe for liberty, as they thought it.—* 
However, their principles were íincere ý for thc 
motives of a mob, though often wrong, arc always 
honeft. In this conteft, the Preftjytcrians and Car- 
dinal Richlieii of France wcre ever intriguing : 
both dcfired a civil war, thc one willing to depreís 
thc gTcat, the other to humble the kingdorti. 

In this decrmc of thc royai authority, the King 
was perfuadcd to take another ftep jthat was fatal to 
his intereft:s. By the advicc of Lord Digby one of 
his miniftcrs, he wcnt himfelf to the houfe of comK 
mons, and accufed five of its mcmbcrs of higWrea- 
íon. Thefe wcrc thc leading membcrs.of thc houfe,. 
whom he thusjircntured to call in queftion 5 namely^ 
Lord Kímboiton, Mr. HoUis, Sir Arthur Hailcrig, 
Mr. Pym, Mr. Hampdcn, and Mr. Strode. He fat,' 
for fome time, in the fpeakcr's chair, to fce if thc 
accufed werc prefent ; but they had cfcapcd a fcw 
tninutcs bcfore his cntry, and thc houfe of dommon? 
vris refolved to fuppoct the caufc. Difappoiptcd| per* 
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.vplexed^ unknowiog wbokn 4o rdy on, theSling wenf 
ne3ct to the common oouncil of the citj» and* mad€ 
his complskint to them : thc common council only 
anfwered by aggravatiijg his formcr mifconctuí^ 

'Frora thence he wentto Windfor, where, reflefting 
upon the raíhnefs of his former proceeding, hê wrotc 
to the parliament, informing them, that he dffiftti 

Jrom his proceedings againji the accufed members^ and 
qjfuring the parliamtnt^ that up9n all occafions he 
nvould be as careful of their prwUeges as of his life^ 
cr of hif crown. His violence (as a finc writer rc*- 
marks) had firft rendercd him hateful to his com» 
mons, and his fubmiffion now contemptible. 

The commons had already ftripped the King of 

^almoft all his privileges-ï the power of appointing 

.governors, generais, iand levying armies, ftiU re- 
maincd : they therefore proceeded to petition, that 

^he 'f ower might be put into their hands ; that Hull, 
Portfmouth and the ileet, íhould be commanded by 

-perfons of their chufing. Théfe requefts were, at 
íirft, conteftcd, and then complied with. Atlaftthc 

'Commons defired to have a militia raifed, and go- 
verned by fuch officers and commanders as they 

-íhould nominate, under pretext of fecuring them 
from the Iriíh Papifts, whom they aíFedted to bc in 
dread of. This was depriving the King of ev^n 

4he fhadow of his former power ; but they had gone 
too fax now to reccde, and feared leaving him any 
power, as knowing themfelves the firft objefts oq 
whom its vengeance might bc exercifed. He was 
wiiling to.grant the raifing a militia, but infifted up- 
on appointing his commanders. The parliament dc- 
fircd to command it for an appointed time ; but thc 
King, at laft provoked to refentcient, cried, that 

they Ihould not ct>mmand Lt, no noi for an h^r.^^ 
Tbis peremptory refufal broke oS all farther 
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treatjr, and both fides were now refol?ed to have re« 
couríe to arms. 

Charlcs retíred to Yorfc, and the Queen went ovcr 
to HoUand, to raifc money upon the crown jewels, 
and provide ammunition and forcesr The parlia- 
mcnt in the mean time were not idle ; they knew 
their ftrength and popularityi and publiíhcd propo- 
fals for bringing in monejr or plate for the defence of 
the kingdom. But^ though each fide was prepared 
for war, yet they took every precaution to lay thc 
blame of the firft infraQion of peace on each other. 
The king oíïered propofals to the commons which 
he knew they would not accept ; and they» in retuniy 
oíFered him nineteen propofitions, which, if com- 
plied with» would have rendered him entirely fub- 
fervient to their commands ; their import was» 
that the privy council, the principal officers of flate, 
the governors of the King's children, forts, caftles, 
fleet, armies, íhould all be appointed or govemed 
by parliament ; that Papifts (hould be puniíhed bj 
their authority ; that the church and liturgy (hould 
b'e reformed at their difcretion ; and that fuch 
members as had been difplaced for former offênces 
íhould be reftored* Thefe propofals, which, if they 
had been accepted, would have moulded the go- 
vernment into an ariftocratical form, were, happily 
for pofterity, reje£ted ; and the King and his;- par^ 
liament continued to reproach each other for a civil 
war, of which both were aftually guilty. 
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N this detail of public calamities you are not to 
^ cxpeft any great ftrokes, either in politic^ or 
war ; each party >^as too fincere to give much at- 
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tention fo any thing but the diftátes of paffion, en- 
tbuíiafmy or zeal. The parliament was convinced 
' that it drew the fword iri défenee of Hbërty, and the 
King was equally ftedfaft in believing that he hád 
the authority of Heaven for oppofing their preteh- 
lions : they therefore took the field, with little con- 
dixGti and courage alone in the troops, generally de- 
ckled the fortune of the day. 

The parliament, from its own authority, confti- 
tuted Sir John Hotham, a fitting member of thc 
houfe of commons, governor ofHuU. In this city 
therewas a large magazine of arms, ammunition, 
and provifions. The King, fenfible of the ' impór- 
tance of the place, was defirous of fccuring it to 
himfelf j he therefore approached the gates 'with 
J Tl tá ^^^^^ hundred hórfé, sná demanded 
^ ' entrance. Hotham ftiirprefervéd fome 
appearance of refpeA to his fovereign, and on his 
knees refufed to admit him. Difloyalty is ever timid 
in the beginning. 

Manifeftoes, on onc fide and the other, wcrc 
now difperfed through the whole kingdom, and thc 
people were uníverfally divided irito two faftions, 
that went by the name of Royalifts and .Round- 
heads. The king ordered the nobility to attend 
his perfon ; hé procured the great feal from London, 
and creíled his ftandard at Nottingham. Thc 
people in general feemed to have loft all refpe£l 
to his perlon and govérnment : the laws promul- 
gated by parliament, without the fan£tion of the 
great feal, were obferved ^ith due obedience ; and 
the royal ftandard wás fcarce 'follówed by any ex- 
ccpt a few militia. At length, however, w}th the * 
fuccours furnií^ed by the Queen, and the prefents of 
the univerfity of Oxford, and his Clergy, he raif- 
ed an army of about fourteen thoufand men, com- 
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man^ed bypripce RupcrJ, a matx of couragc and 
fome experience. The parliament, which difpofed 
of ihe. mortey of the nation, had one ftill more nu- 
merous, commanded by the earl of Eflex, who 
fought from principle, and who only wiíhed to 
bring the King to reaíbn. 

When the King advanced from Nottingham, and 
approached near S'hrcwíbury, hc drew up his littlc 
army, and made them a fpeech : I promife^ faid he 
to the fpldicrs, Ín the prefence of Almighty God^ atiJ 
as I hopefor his hlefftng and Prote&iony that I wiil 
ever. defend the Protejiant religion, and in that reii" 
gion am refolve^ to live and die, The laws of thi 
landy and tbe righfs of my fuhjeBs^ fhall ever he the 
meafure of my . govemmeHt ; and if heaven profper 
fhis little ármyy ^ajfedfor their Kitig*s defence^ 1 pro" 
mife to rule hy parliaments alone^ and hy every equita" 
hle adn%imfiration. W.hen I fail in thefe particulars^ 
ihen let me he ahandoned of men \ and in 'this refolu-' 
tion 1 hope for the affiflance of all good men^ and 
am cpnfdent of the proteEÍion of Ptovidence. 

EíTex, on. the oth^r Íiand was refoived to fet ip 
hís. head quarters at Worccfter, and await the King ; 
wnen in a. fewdays, a íkirmiíb enfued in favour of 
.the^^oyalifts; and the battle'of Edgc-hill, fought 
fome thne after, feemed to confirm the King's fu- 
périority. The quieen had brought him foldiers from 
Holland, with ammunitíon and arms, and immedi^ 
atcly departed in order to furniíh more : yet ftill the 
parliament were not difcouraged ; thcir demandsfeem- 
ed to increafe in proportion to their lofles ; and, ás 
they were defeated in the field, they grew more 
haughcy in the cabinét. They cbndemned for high 
treafon fuch governors of towns as gave up their 
fortrefl^^s to the King ; whiJe he on the contrary, 
ofiêred, ncw terms of peace upon everý advantage. 
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Bat though his defire to fpare hís fubjefts was laud-» 
able, as a xnan, yet his long negociations were 
• faulty, as a warrior ; he waíled that timc in alterca- 
tion and propofal, which ihould have been employ- 
ed in vigorous exertions in the field . Upon the whole , 
his firft campaign feemed to promife him fuccefs ; 
his generals werc moftly viélorious, and his army 
far fupcrior to the enemy in point of difcipline, On 
ihe fide of the paxliament, the great Hampden was 
flain in the battle of Chaldgrave field ; and o^ the 
other hand, on the king's part, the gallant lord Faulk- 
land was killcd at the battle of Newbury. Thefe 
were the two greateft, braveft, and wifeft men of 
their time, who tixus fell, as if, by the kindnefs of 
Providence, to prévent their feeing the miferies and 
the flaughter in which their country was fliortly to 
be involvcd. 

Hampden was thc pcrfon who had rcfufcd paying 
íhip-money, and.withftood the power of the crown : 
his inflexible tntegrity gained him thc efteem even 
of his enemies : and his humanity and benevolence, 
the aíFeflion of all that knew him more intj^ately. 

But Faulkland was ftiJl a greatcr charafler than 
hc. He added to Hampdcn*8 fevere principles all 
thc politenefs and elegance thcn known in Ëurope. 
He had withftood the king when he faw him mak« 
ing an ill ufc of his powcr ; but, whcn he pcrceived 
the defign of the parliamcnt to change religion, he 
changed his fidc, zh4^ ftedfaftly attached himfelf to 
the crown. From thei^ginning ofthecivil war, 
his natural, qhearfulncfs sn^ vivacity grew clouded^ 
and he became fad, pale, aiíd^ ncgligent of his pcr- 
fon. The morning of thc battle ^t was feen hc defired 
to die, and he profefled that ^he miferies of fais 
country had alrcady almoft broken his heart. He 
addcd that he was weary of the timcs, and fliould 
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kave tbcm before night. He was (hot witha nquf* 
qu^t in thebelly) and hisbody was the next morn- 
ipg foupd amq^g an heap of ilain. His writíngs» 
I^is j^íUcei and |iis courage,. deferved fuch . a death 
of glory ; and they found it. if there be ha|>pinefs, 
v[i deatb, it n^uít be in fuch an end|, falling in battle 
for oqr Kine. und ourprincipjes. . , . 

. Each battíe fprved only.tq wqaken tl)e rpyai party^ 
^Uifi tf^ ijinite the parliament mpre ílrongly togethcr ^^ 
4tc Kf ng aq^ jí js fpUow^rs .wcrp held togcther^ onljr. 
by fecular mqtivea ; the parlian^ent had long bf^^n 
a^uated by one itill ítrqngef, that of religipn : this^ 
]|ad l^itberto l^een the fecret fpring of all tbeir com« 
Qiotipqs, and npw they fairly tKrew by tbe mafb;». 
united themfelves tq the church of Scotland* and! 
^gned the folemn l^ague and cqvenant^ which eíla- 
b|xíhpd Euritanifm, apd iaix) the foundation qf a new 
republic. The King, to- oppqfe the deiign.8 of the 
"Vy^eítminfter parliament, callcd one j r\ f. 
at Oxford,. where it apeml^ejd ; and ' '' "^í*. 
England now faw, what it had never befqre feenj 
|3írp parliafnents íitting. at oi>e and the fame ti/ïie. 
Êrofla, this pániaj p^rliaipent hê receiyed fqme fupfi 
piies \ afte^ Y^hi<ih it was prorogued, and never af- 
t^r conveqed. The war went on with its u/ji^a^ 
fury,. aná ikirmiíhes on both fides were frequenjt^. 
whióli feryed tp d^folate the kingdom withqut de-t 
cidii^g vi£toTFy. Eacb county joined that íide to 
which it wa^ addicted from motives of conviftion,: 
ibtereit, oï" fear j while fo/ne obfcryed arperfeíï^ ncu- 
trality.- Several freqyently petitioned for pcacej. 
áie wife a.nd thc good were mpít eameft in this cry 5. 
but what particuiarly deferved remark was, the at« 
tismpt of the women of London, who to tjie num-^ 
Qcx of two or three thoufand, went in a body tothe' 
)mk ^í.smm'^h carneftly demanding a .p^ce:- 

^ 3^ 
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Give us ihofe traitorsy faid thcy, that are againjt 
peace\ give thetn^ that we may tear them in piecer. 
The guards found fome difficulty in queiling this 
infurreftion, and one or two women loft their lives 
in the fray. 

Ttis bpth tedious, and unimprovingto defcribe all 
the combats, the battLcs, the íkirmiChes, that every ' 
day paíTed on either fide ; what towns were befieged 
and taken, how many killed in fight, pr what nunu* 
bcrs dicd by the hand of the executióner; cvcry 
civil war prefents thc fame piélure to the imagina- 
tion ; aiid this was aggravated with all the miferies 
of rage, refentment, anddefpair. All were from 
principles cameftly employed in deftroying the con- 
ftitutton. Therc^were few of thofe refined undcr- 
ftandings, who, difengaged from the prejudices of 
party, improved the univerfal prcjudice of thc time 
tp acquire dominion for thcmfelves ; all wcre feri- 
ouíly, carneftly, *andblindly cngaged in thc favour- 
rite purfuit* The genius of the times was grcat, 
but irrcgular. 

Among thc numbcr who moft fevercly felt thc in- 
dignation of thc commons, was the famous William 
Laud, archbifliop of Canterbury. He had been im- 
prifoned in the Tower at thc timc when nine more 
of thc Bifliops were fent there, upon remonftrating 
to the lords againft the feverity of thc lowcr houfc. 
When he waa brought to the bar in ordcr to make 
his defence, he fpofce feveral hours with that cou- 
rage which is the refult of innoccncc and integrity. 
Thelords, hisjudges, were willing to accjuit him; 
but the commons were determined upon his death, 
and over-ruled all remonftrance madc in his favour. 
When brought to the fcaffold, this noble divinc, 
without any apparent terror, made thc people a long 

fpeech. Ue told them^ «^ That he bad cxwiaed hb 
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^ heart, and thanked God that he found no fins 
" thcre which deferved thc death he was going to 
« fuflfer. Thc king had becn traduced bjr fome, as 
^ labouring to introduce popery ; but that he bc- 
^ lieved him as found a proteftant as anv man in 
^< the kingdom : and as for parliaments, tnough he 
<* difliked the conduf^ of onc or two, yet he never 
<* defigncd to change thc laws of the country, or 
** the piotcftant rcligion." After he had prayed for 
a ihort fpace, the cxccutioncr did his officé at one 
blow. This man feemed bom for a better fate and 
better times ; but z\\ diftindions of right and wrong 
were now loft in mutual animofity; and in gencral 
the bcft charaélers on both fides were thofe who fell 
vidiras to civii fury. ' He was learncd, upright and 
fincerc ; humble in his private deportment, but at- 
tachcd to trifiing cercmonies, and ready to lofe his 
life rather than give them up. 

The liturgy was, by a public aft, aboliíhed the 
day he died, as if he had beetl ' the only obftacle to 
its formal removal. The church of England was 
Tcndcrcd completely Preft)ytcrian, to the great fa- 
tisfaftion of the Scots, and numbers of the citizens 
of London. An ordinance was cftabHl^cd, by whicH 
there íhould be one day in the weck appointed as a 
faft, and the money which was thus fpWed to the 
family, was to be paid in fupport of the cpmmon 
caufe. Thus ftrci^gthened, the parliament íS^emed 
capable óf carryíng on their defigns in an arbhtary 
ittanner : They had the Scots to affift them ; they 
profeíTed ohly onc réligion, and were united by thq 
bonds of mutual danger. However, from the mo- 
mentthey came to be all ranked under the denomi- 
nation of Preíbyterians, they began again to feparate 
into ncw parties, as if divifions were necéflary to thc 
exiftence of this.parliamént; one partof the houfe 
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ww Proíbyterians, ftriéiljr fo| caUed ; the other I»^ 
^ependénts,^, newfeíl that had. lately beep intror. 
áucedf and g^ined ground furprifingly, The diíiêrr 
ence betwq^n thefe two fedts w»ouid hardly be wortb. 
mentÍQpiqg^ did not their reljgious opinions influr 
cnc^ tKeir. political coudufifc. The jChurch of Engr 
landi ' whíqn v^as q^^y^tptallv abpHQied, , had ^p- 
ppinted biihops ajj^ a.bpokot cQpixnpupraxer;; jha 
JPreijby;eriap^ c*.c,laiínejd againl^ l^Qth. > thcy werefos 
hax"vg. the chiffch goxerncd by clergynaea ele&^cj. 
by thepeople. The Independents went itiU farth^rj^ 
^nd e^a^cluded all clergy ; they maintained that every, 
fhan might pray in pubiic, exhort hi$ ajLKJi^i^ce^ ao^ 
cxplain the .fpriptures 5 h|ut their chipf. differgnfq 
layin acknpwj^dging no íu)>ordmjtfÍQn in í*^fi}j^ 
anploym^nts, and a^ttempting to n^aiptf^ip an jdef^^ 
cqpaHty, to which theyjpftly ob^eryeí ihat evexj^ 
man was born Were luch a plan of govenan^en^ 
pradicable, it wouldniodoubtbe the mpilhappy; but 
tbe wife -and powerí^l muít ever govern ovcr. igno- 
raace aud debiUty ; and the bad fuccefs of their 
fthemes, £bon ^ftf r c^ried.intp exeeution, íhewed^ 
how iil adap^ed. they were to human iníirraityvj 
3?oflêfled, íiowever, |«rith an high opfniop of íhteir) 
iípcculative £cheme, they behaved yir^rh that morofe^ 
sind fuUen carriage which ia ever the refult o4 
natroAy ra;^n^í;s . and fplitary thipjiwg' Thef 
fecretJy laboured the abafement of the, Preft)yteri- 
ans, yetjoined tl]iem.in tffJ^ ^S^oxt^ to dqg^ef^.thg 

King , , . ^ •'. : ^ : ■ L :■ :- ■ í 

Charles, now perc^iving.the parlia^^nt of ]Si?g-F 
land and Scotland united againft him, aïad. fearioe tq 
fall under their united efforts, thought proper tp? 
make a truce with the Papifts of kelarad, in order 
tp bring over the Engliíh troops who fervcd ih that 
kiligdoitt. Jfty thj^ aaea^ fe& not onW .l^i eflgnjt g;^ 
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thc Engliíh troops that fcrvcd thcrc, but alíb fcvcral 
ofthe nativclrifli, who camc to incrcafe his army.' 
It was thcn the parliamcnt complaincd with truth of 
his employing Papifts in his fervicc, and ftill farthcr 
cxtendcd their reproach,by faying that he cncouragcd 
them to rebcl. Thefe troops, howcver, only fcrvcd 
to procure the hatrcd of his fubjcdls,without ftrcngth- 
cning his army. They wcrc totally ^ n ^ 
routed bvFairfax, one of the gcnc- ^" ^* '^45' 
rals of the parliamcnt army, and flaughtcrcd without 
mcrcy after fubmiflion. It was faid that fevcral 
Iriíh womcn were found amongthc flain, who with 
long knlves did confiderable exccution ; but the 
animofity of thcEngliftiagainft thofc wretchcs, at 
that time, might have given rife to the calumny. 

One misfortune now feemed to foUow clofe upon 
anothcr : Prince Rupert who had long fuftained 
the honour of the royal arms, was dcfeated at York, 
and his army difperfcd, by Fairfax. Charles had re- 
tired to Oxford : his prefent danger cxcitcd his 
friends to new cfForts \ he levied ncw forccs, and 
had fome flight fuccefs. But this appcarance of 
good fortune did not continuc- His army was tur« 
bulent and feditious ; that of the parliament cvcry 
day improved in difcipline, and obeyed írom princi-i 
ple. Among othcr inftanccs of this nature was 
that a£l callcd the y^^*i/^/7j^/;ar^ ordinance^ by which 
itwas refolvcd, that no mcmber of the houfe of 
commons fliould have a command in the army. 
Thc reafons afligned for this were fpccious, and 
perhaps fincere. It was done to prevent the parlia- 
ment's wifliing for the continuance of the war, ín 
ordcr to cnjoy a continuing fliare of authority. 
The former gencrals were therefore changcd : thê 
Earls of Eflex, Denbigh, and Manchefter, gave up 
thcir commiflTions ; and Fairfax, with the affiftance 
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of Cropiwell, new-modelled- the.army without any 
oppofition. 

It was the generalopínloii, that this new altera- 
tioQ would enfeeble the parliament army : but the 
event proved Gthërwife ; th'ey.were, aftér this,every 
v/here vi£lprious. Bpth armiés met near Nafeby.' 
Tí\e King, whó cpipmanded the" main bódy of hrs 
own troops, íhewed hiihfeíf upon thiá occaíion a 
cour^geQus geAeral, encouraging his foldiers where 
givirig- way, and rallying them in pqrfon when bro- 
ken. The enemy, however^ was viftorious j where- 
ever Cromwell fought he brpught conqueft and ter- 
ror, and the defeat of thc royal army was princi-, 
pally ownig to him, This fatal blow the King . 
could never after recover. All his infantry werc 
íp fcáttexed, that the enemy took as many prifoncrs 
^s they pleafed ; his ba^gage, and the cabinet in 
which his moft fecret papers were contained,. felí 
intp th^ hands of his purfuers ; and yet, after all^ 
therc were not above fix hundred men flain upoa "• 
the field of battle. 

It wasabout this tln)^ thaf Cromwell's courag^ 
ánd.genius began to appêar. He had hithêrto beeit 
only a turbulent fpeaker in the hpufq of com- 
mpns, and thp leader, of a regiment in the army ; 
but he now difcovered talents greater than his employ- 
mentSj and his prefent fucceb opened to him tne 
profpeíl:$ of ambition which he nev«r after loft fight 
of. Hiftoriang feldom diftinguilh propétly in the 
changes to be found in the fame chara^er. It is pro^ 
bable Cromwell beg^an to aft in the ftate with prin- 
ciples of conviílion and fincerity ; but, new oqpur- 
rences arifing, his foul was not proof to the allure- 
ments of fortune ; he gave way tp her feducing calL 
íïad he been on the oppreffed fidS, he might have 
difpUycd furpijifing inftaníe» of conftancy and in- 
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tegrity: but, háppeníng tó be vídiortouí, hc be- 
came a tyrant and ufurper^ and bathéd' his country 
Withroyal bloód. , ' 

Crortiwell was poffeifffed of apparcnt humility and 
intemal pride. This is juft the charaíter which Ma- 
chiavel defcribes for a fuccefsful ufurpcr. He "was 
briginally the foïi óf a priyate gchtlemanof.a taio- 
derate^ fortUne, who 'hád fome ýcars1)efore attempted 
Jeaving the^*kín'gdom upón" af 'ptihciple óf relígion, 
but was ptevénted by' the King. This rëligious dc- 
j)ortmént Cromwêll 'everinviolafcly preferyed; itfe*- 
cured him an afcendéncy in the houfe of commóns^ 
Whcfe the'^ifiájonfy wferé •etafhiífiáfts j it'gáífíeá'liini 
the affeftions * of Fairfax the general, 'who wa$ ttíui 
ragcoíis, igilofahf, and'fihcere: it a'cquired' him 
\he love of the afíny,.whérc his prefcoce was coVétcd : 
átid he álorie* was pef xiílttccí tá unite the miíitary ánd 
civil employihents in his perfon j fpf he hád a feiat 
in the houfe, while hé was a colonel in. thé field. 
But he was ftill refolved fartherto ftrengthén híë 
interefts by'attaching the Independënts privately to 
his fide ; they increafed in numbers and pówcr bý 
his means, and he in' return^ fourid thém refolute 
'and perfeveririg friênds. ^ . 

The battle'of Nafeby feehiêd fatal t'o tfee intcrcfts 
ofthe King: knd Fairfax and Crortwell availed 
thcmfclvcs of the circumftances that offdréd. Every 
city that theý 'appeared ' béfofe, (íapitaláted. The 
ýoung pfince of Wales, afterwards Chartes II. par- 
ticipated in the misfartunes of . hiis father, ' and fled 
to the iflánd of'SciIIy. Thé King drew the íhatter- 
cdftmains of his army into Oxford,.and once mdrc 
'demanded peáce ; but,' if he could not obtain it in 
the profperous ftatë of his affairs, it wa$ riot likely 
that he could nów fucceed in his defires áfter a de- 
feat. The houfe of commons infuited his misfor-! 



"* .•*• 



<• - 



36 AN HISTORY OF ENGLAND, 

fortunes. His kttcrs to the queen wcrc publiflied, 

with thofe ili-naturéd rem^rks and 'raillcries which 

none but the vicibús are capáble of making, . To 

be at once raeir^ and malicious is a fign of a cor- 

rupt heart and mean underRianding. 

] ' The king, after having taken every meafure that 

"he thought could procure peace, without efFeík, now 

faw himfelf íhut up in Oxfoird, a place almoft. with- 

but any fortifications, arid eyery day iri danger o^ 

'falling into the power of a fierce and exafperated 

jparty. In fuch a fituation hetherefore was oblige^ 

to chufe the lcaft of two evils, and to deliver himfelf 

up to the Scots army, rather than the Engliíh, a$ 

he expeéied to find lefs animofity in the former» 

'The Scots óflicers had made him fpme general pror 

mifes, grounded, probably, upon thé hopes of his 

compliance with every requeit they íhould make. 

He fcnt them word of his intentipn to come to their 

army ; and they promifed to receive him, and pro- 

vide for his fafety. Upon this precarious afiurance, 

the King Icft Oxford, and travelling through by- 

ways and obfcure places, arrived at thc Scots army 

«y A A ^^ ^^^^ days. From that moment he 

jan. 30, 1046. ^^^j^^ ^^ ^^ f^^^^ cpj^^ g^^^^ ^^g^^ 

to negQtiate , with the Englifli army, carricd the 
royal prifoner about from orie placc to another, and, 
at lcngth, upon confideration of being paid the 
arrears due for their fervice in England, which 
amounted to two hundred thoufand pounds, they 
delivercd up their King, ;ind returned home laden 
with the reproachcs of all good men, and the inter- 
nal conviílion of their own bafepefs. From-this 
pcriod to the ufurpatiori of CromweU, the conftitu- 
tion was conyulfed with all the diftra£tions of guilt 
and party. When thc kingly power was aboliíhed, 
the parliament then took up the authority : but they 
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foon to lay it down in turn> and fubmit to a 
military dcmocracy ; a ncw fórm of governmcnt, 
which, like all other democracieSi was turbulent^ 
feeble, and bloody, 
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THE civll war was now ovcr, and thc army of 
Scotland, being paid the reward of perfidy, rc- 
'turned to its country. The parliamcnt had now no 
enemy to fear, except tliofe very troops which had 
fought their battles with fuccefs. You havc already 
been informed, that this army, by a political ftroke 
•of Cromwell, was rendered independent of thc 
parliament, and ail its generals difabled from Ctting 
there. Thc commons therefore-were now willing 
to get rid of it as foon as poflible, well knowing, 
that, if thc army continued, inftead of receiving 
laws, it would prefume to diftate : they therefore 
paíTed a vote, by which it was prdained, that a pait 
of it íhould be diíbanded, and another paVt of it 
fent over to Iieland. It may eafily be imagined 
that Cromwell would not fuíFer this. Now was 
the crifis of his greatncfs, and he feized the oppor- 
tunity > he formed a council of officers, and ano- 
ther of common foldiers, called Agitators, who 
were appointed to enquire into the grievances of 
'the ar-my, and lay them before the parliament. The 
Tcry fame condu£i w{iich bad formerly paiTeii bc- 
tween the parliament and King, was now put in 
praclice between the army and pariiament. As 
•the commons granted every requeft, the army rofc 
ki-their demands : thofe accufed the army óï mu« 
^ny and feditioni and thefe retorted the accufation^ 
Vol. II. D \ 
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by allegiíig a manífeft defign in the parliament t^ 
rule alone. 

The king had been confined^ fince he came into 
the power of the Engliih, at Holmby-caftle : thc 
army were refoLved to be poflêfled of his perfon, an4 
fent one Joyce, a cornet, who from a taylor wa$ 
become an oiBcer, to take the King by force, and 
bring him a prilbner to Newmarket. This com- 
miílion he executed with intrepidity and ^difpatch* 
It was in vain that the commons, now without 
power, complained of this infolence : the army, in- 
ftead of being awed by their menaces, marched to<* 
V^ards London, and now, in turn, prefcribed laws 
to their emplQver^. Cromwcll, willing tojgive ali 
his injuftice the appearance of reíVitude, cauíed 
eleven members of the houfe of commons to be ac^- 
cufed. Thefe were the moft powerful and leading 
* fpeakers 5 which fo aftoniflied the membcrs, that, 
willing to appeafe the army at any ratc, they writ 
to the general that they were willing to receive any 
parttcular .chargt againft fuch as feU under his difi- 
pleafure. ' • 

This was an overture for peace \ but pre-cminence 
was what the army aimed at. Inftead therefore of 
being pleafed at this condcfcenfion, the commander 
tumed their accufation into a general complaint, 
and tried every method to provoke a qaarrel, which 
the other endeavoured fto evade. The citizens of 
Xondon, at length, opened their eyes : (they now 
faw the conftitution effcílually deftroyed 5 they faw 
an oppreffive parliament now fubjeÁed to a more 
oppreíEve army 5 they perceived their rcHgion abo* 
Híhed, their king a captive, and the people expofe^ 
to the worft of flavery. 

In this cxigence the common.council aflêmMe^ 
jthc militia df the city, thc works were manned^ anii 
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a manifeílo pubHílied, aggraeatlng the hodile inten- 
tions of the army. The houfe of commons was not 
lefs divided chan the (late ; one part was for encou- 
faging the citizens to proceed, while ^e reft, with 
the two fpeakers at their head, |were for the armj. 
The ílighteíl diviílonsy in fuch a (ituation, are foon 
attended with violent confequences. The commons 
feparated. The fpeakersy with (ixty-two members, 
quitted the houfe to feek protefdion from the army, 
while thofe who remained behind^ gave orders, and 
eftabliihed ]aw8| as if they had power to enforcc 
obedience. 

Their aflunred power^ however, continued but z 
(hort time ; for ^the af my, with the fpeakers at their 
head^ foon approaghed the city. Fear, thereforey 
compelled the common'council to concur in mea- 
fures which they tacitly difapproved. They opened 
their gates to the generali who, attended by the tviro* 
fpeakers and the reft of the members, repaired to 
their refpe^ive habitations. The parliament, thus 
over-awcd, gave iip the command of the Tower to 
general Fairfax, and ordered hiai the thanks of both 
houfes for having difobeyed their commands. 

It ftiil remained to difpofe of the King, who had 
becn fent prifoner to Hampton^ourt. The inde<« 
pendents, at the head of whom was Cromwell, and 
the Preíbyterians, in the name of either houfe, 
treated feparately with him in private : he even had 
hopes tbat in thefe ftruggles for power he might b© 
chofen mediator in the difpute, and expedied that 
the ftate, atlaft, fenfible of the miferíesof anarchy» 
like a froward child, huíhed by its own importuni- 
ties, would fettle under its former tranquil confti-i 
tution. But he was foon undeceived, wheti he found 
the army and the generals maftejs in the difpute \ and 
when^ as hc had hitherto been ufed with foihe de- 
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gree of refpeíi, upon their prevailíng, he faw hihr*^ 
felf treated with very little deference or confidera- 
tion; He thcreforc refolvéd to feek fafety by flight, 
and, áttended by two of his courtiers, fled from his 
confinement, and travelled on horfeback all night to 
the fea-fide, in order to embark for Francc, leaving 
behind him a letter to both houfes of parliament» 
His ufual fortunes, however ftill attended him here ; 
no íhip was in readinefs at the placc appointed, and 
he had no othcr method left, but to truft to the ge- 
nerofity of the Governor of the Ifle of Wight for 
proteftion. Colonel Hammond was then in that 
command ; a creature of Cromwell, who had been 
placed there by the intereft of John Hampden, ^jf 
whom we have feen fuch an oppofer of the King. /< 
His Majefty's attendants, whofe names were Aíh^ 
burnham, and Berkeley, went to talk with the Gof- 
vernor upon this important occafion, who, inftead ^ 
of promifing the prote<í^ion required, only returned ^ 
an evafive anfwer, and defired tobe condufted to the * 
King. Upon this, all three went together to the V^ 
houfe, where the unfortunate Monarch expefted their /^ 
arrival ; but Hammond ftaid below. - When Aíh^ 
burnham informed his Majefty that Hammond was 
come to wait upon him, but that he hadgiven no ^ 
pfomife of prote£lion, the Kin^ who had found 
almoft all the world unfaithful, could not help cry- - 
ing out, Jack. thou hojl uttdone me ! Aíliburnham * 
burft into a íhower of tears, and offered tokiW Ham- > 
niond that moment w^ith his own hand. The hu- V 
mane monarch would not permit this. Hammond 
was brought'up and the King, being compelled to 
follow him to Cariftjrook caftle, was once more 
made a prifoner, and treated by Hammond with 
only the outward appearances of^refpeft. 
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^ In the mean timc, the parllamcnt continued cvcrjr 
day tx> grow morc feeble and more fa£tious ; the 
aimy more powerful and better untted. Crom- 
well had taken everyprecautioa^ to eftablifli fuch a 
fubordination among his troops» as was neceírarjr to 
condu<^ them with cafe, and invigorate his proceed- 
ings. .But his views were in fome danger of bcing 
controverted, at thisjunélurc, by anew and unheard 
of confederacy. The independcnts were for having 
00 fubordination in government. A fet of men called 
Levellers no\^ atofci who declaredagainll any other 
govemor than Chrift. They declared that all de- 
grees íhould be levellcd, and an cquahty univerfally 
eftabliíhed ia tities and cftates. They prefented fe- 
reral pctitions, and carríed thetr infolence to an im- 
meafuj'able pitch. Cromwell at once faw that he was 
iLOw upon die point of lofirig all the fruits of his for- 
mer fchemes and dangers^ and dreaded this new fac- 
tion ftill the more, as they turned his own pretcnded 
4 principles againft himfelf : thus finding ali at ftake» 
^ hc was refolvcd, by one refolutc blow, to difperfe 
the faftion, or periíh in the attempt. Having inti- 
mation that the Levellers werc to meet at a certain 
placcy he unexpe£bediy appeared before the tcrrificd 

)a0embly> at the head of his red regiment, which had 
, been hitherto invincible. He demandcd, in the 
j name of God, what their afiêmbly and murraurings 
would be at : and rcceiving an infolcnt lanfwer, he 
laid two of the moft remarkablc dcad upon the 
^ ground with hls own hands. The guards difperfing 
\ thereft, he caufed fcvcral of them to be hanged 
^^ upon the fpot, fcnt others prifoners to London, and 
^thus difperfed a faAion, no otherwife criminal than 
in having foHowedhis ownexample. 

This aílion ferved ftiJl more to increafe his powcr 
in the camp^ in the parliament^ and in the city^ « 
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Fairfax, now become a Lord, was nominal general, 
but Cromwell was invefted with ali the power of the 
army. The King, a prifoner in the Ifle of Wightr, 
ftill continued to negociate a peace ; while the par-» 
liament faw no other method of deílroying the mi- 
litary power which themfelves had raifed, but by 
oppoíing to it that of the king. Frequent propo- 
fitions therefore pafled between the captivc Mo* 
narch and the commons : but the grcat obftacley 
whch was their infifting upon deftroying cpifcopacy,.^ 
ftill defeated every meafure. 

In the mean time; the Scots,- afhamed of having* 
been thought to have fold their King, raifed an army 
ín his favour v many of the young nobility in Eng— 
land feconded their intentions ; tlie KÍHg's dríperatc 
afl^airs once more began to wear a favourable afpe£l,. 
which Cromwell perceiving, led his vcteran army to- 
certain vi£tory. Succefs ftill feemed to back his 
crimes ; he defeated their forces entirelyat Prefton, 
and took the duke of Hamilton, their gcneral, pri- 
foner. Fairfax, on the other hand, wasequally fuc- 
cefsful in Kent and Efíex : the infurgents having 
retired into the city of Colchefter, which declared 
for the King, he blocked them up, and having com- 
pelled them to furrender at difcretion, he treated 
them with that inhumanity for which the republicaa 
army was at thattimeremarkable. 

Theparliamentftill continued to treat with the 
King, and apprehcnding more from the defigns of 
their generals than the attempts of their Monarch, 
feemed in earneft, for the firft time, in their nego- 
ciations ; but it was now too late : the army foon re-. 
turned, crowned with their accuftomed fuccefs, and 
with furious remonftraiices demandcd jufticc upon 
the King. They accufed him as the caufe of all thc 
DÚsfortunes of thekingdom^ und iniifted thathis par^ 
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tízans and favouritcs íliould (hare wuli hím iu his- 
public puniíhment. This remonftrance vvas Ibon af- 
tier backed bjr petitions froni the garrifons difperfeJ 
over diíFerent parts of thekingdom, and the countics- 
of Somerfet and Norfolk concurred in the fame dc- 
mand. Faiifax being influenccd by Cromwelj, and' 
not perceiving that he was the tool of his crafty 
colleague, transferred hisroyal prifoner from the Iilc 
ef Wight to Hurft-caftle. The parliament con- 
plained of this arbjtrary proceeding, but their rc— 
monftrances were nothing but empty found. They 
began to ifíue ordinances fora more eíFcclual oppo- 
fition ; but they received a Mefiage from Cromwell, 
that hc intended paying them a vifit next day with 
his army, and in the mean time ordered theni to 
raife him upon the city of London forty thcufaná 
pounds. Afirighted at the approaching danger, they 
complied with his demand j and, in the mean time, 
the general withhis army came and took up his quar- 
ters in the íkirts of the city. The commons ftill pro- 
ceeded in the treaty with the King ; but this Crom-^ 
well was refolved to oppofe. Thcy votcd, that the- 
carrying the King prifoner to Hurft-caftle was with* 
out the advice or confent of the houfe : to puniíli- 
them for this, Cromwell placed guards round their 
houfe, and made thofe members prifoners whom he 
judged moft oppofite to his defigns- One of his 
coloncls, whofe name was Pride, having a paper of 
names in his hand, feized upon one-and-forty, and 
fent thcm to the Court of Wards, where they were 
kept under guard. Thefe were Prefibyterians, the 
original authors of all the troubles,: and who now 
fcll viftims to the fide they had efpoufed. The ncxt 
day an hundrcd more of the members were denied 
entrance ; and that part of the houfe which now 
remaiaed was eotireíy compofed o£ a fmall body o£ 
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Indepcndcnts, ludicrouíljr called the Rump. Thefc 
foon voted, that the tranfaftions af the houfe, a few 
days before, were illegal ; and that the general's 
GonduéJr waa juft and neceffary. 

This parliamcnt, if it now defervcs the nacne, wa* 
nothing but a medley of the moft obfcure citizens, 
the ílave of the army, the oíïicers of which, being 
themfelves members, rulcd ail thcir proceedings. It 
was now therefore unanimoufly refolved in this fedi- 
tious aflembly to ereíl an High Court of Juft;icc, with 
power to try the king for treafon againft the king- 
dom. For form-fake they dcfired thc concurrcncc 
of the few remaining lords in the other houfc j but, 
cvcn thcrc, there was ft:iy virtue enough left unani- 
moufly to reje£k fo horrid a propofal. l'his no way 
arbatcd the ardourof the commons : they voted, that 
the concurrence of tbe houfe of lords was unneccf- 
fary ^ they declared that all power was originally 
derivcd from the people ; a declaration true in it 
fclf, but which they wrefted to the moft deteftable 
purpofes. Colonel Harrifon, the fon of a butcher, 
was commanded to condu(5t the King from Hurft- 
caftle to Windfor. When' he arrived there, thc 
council of war ordained that he íhould be no longer 
treatcd with thc defercnce due to royalty. AII cere- 
mony was laid afide, he now'faw himfelf deprivcd 
of his fervants, and expofed to the contcropt of low- 
brcd infolence. From the fixth to the twentieth of 
January, the time was employed in making prepara- 
tions for this ^ftonifliing fccne of guilt. One hun- 
drcd and forty-fixe perfons were appoínted judges u- 
pon the occafion : and one Bradftiaw, a pra<fiitioner 
of the Iaw,was ele£led as prefident of this> dcteftable 
fynod. 

The king was now condu£led from Windfor to 
St. James's, and was next day produced before the 
High Court at Wcftminftcr-hall to takc his tiial. 
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He ftill remembered the dígnity he owed to himfelf 
before fuch an inferior court; áhd taking liis piacc 
with his hat on, with a ftern air furveyed his judges^. 
who were all covered. When his charge was read^ 
importing that hehad been thc caufe of all the blood 
that was ílied íince the commencement of the rebel^ 
lion, he could not reprefs a fmile, at once of contempt 
and indignation» He then demanded by what aw- 
thority he was brought to fuch a trial i to which 
Bradíhaw repiied, that he was tried in the name of 
the commons of England. The king then objcfted 
to the legality of the tribunal, fince the fan£lion of 
the lords and his own were wanting to complete Ít j 
and refufed to plead to thc articles of the impeach* 
xnent. Being deíired to anfwer feveral times, and 
períifting in his refufal,.he was remanded to his 
confinment, and the court adjourned. At their 
fecond fitting, the prefident again fummoned the 
King to anfwer to his charge ; the King again 
demurred to the lcgality of his judges, and began to 
open his objeftions, when he was interrupted by 
Bradíhaw, and fent back to* prifon, as before. At 
his third apptarancc, he continued firm to his pur- 
pofe, and refufed to comply until he vftiould be con- 
TÍnced, tbat their proceedings were not contrary to 
the fundamental laws of fche kingdom. The fourth 
and laft time he appeared before this felf-created 
Gourt of juftice, as he was going thither, he was in* 
fuíted by thc foldiers and the mob, who exclaimed, 
yuft'ice^ jfujiice ! JSxecutlofi^ execution! He appear* 
ed before the court with the fame firm compofure 
as ufual, with his hat on j and whiie his fentence 
was reading, in which he was brandcd with all the 
edious appellations that malice could fuggeft, ho 
difcovered no other emotions than thofe of pity. lu 
walking back from this horTÍd tribunalj tlie rabblc 
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Tcnewed the cry of Ju/iicé! ÊK^eutwfí ! and amcmgr 
©ther infuitsj one mitcrcant perfumed to fplt in the' 
face of his King. He patiently wiped his face : Poor 
foulsy faid he, thty ivould treat their generals in thefame 
manner forftxpence. A foldier morc compaffionatcr 
than the reít, could not help^ implorin^ a bleíling up-' 
en his royal head ; an ofiiceri overhearing it, ftruck 
the pious centinel to the ground in prefence of the 
Monarch, who could not help faying that the pU" 
nifhment exceeded the o^ence, The day of execution- 
was fixed to be the third after his fentence v which- 
when it arrived, he was condufted on foot through' 
St James's Park to Whitehall, accompanied by 
Doftor Juxon, and guarded \^y a reigment of foot,. 
under the command of Colonel Tomlinfon. The 
fcaffold was covered with black, in che middle of 
which were feen the block ánd ax, with two execu- 
tioners in mafques. The foldiers were placed round 
it, and an infinite concourfe of fpeftators waited 
with filent horror at a grcat diftance. The King 
furveyed all their folemn preparatioïjs with calm 
compofure : he afllired the perfons who ftood with 
him upon the fcaffold, that he thought hlmfelf guilt- 
lefs of any crime but that of having given up the 
Earl of Stafford to the fury of his enemies ; and 
that he had confidence in the mercy of heaven. 
Whiíe he thus avowed his innocence, the biíhop- 
who attended him, warned him that hehad but one 
ftage more to heaven ; at which the king cried out, 
Igofrom a corruptible to an incorrupt'ible croivn^ nvhere 
no dijlurhance can arrive *' You are exchanged, re- 
" plied the biíhop, frora a temporal to an eternal 
«< crown ; a good exchange !'' Having now taken off 
hiscloak, he delivered his George to tne Prelate, em- 
cv -» K ft phatically pronouncing the word^ 

J^ • 3^> 4 • Reíju^mijír, He then lald his hea4 
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<m the block, and (Iretched forth hishands as a fignal. 

'One of the men in a mafque fevered his head from 

his body at a blow : and the other holding it up., 

ilreaming with gore,. cried out, Tbis ís the heaU of 

a traitor ! Such was the death of Charles, who 

iived long enougli to fee the laws and conílitution 

of his country expire before him. He had the mis- 

•fortune to be bred up in high notions ofthe prero- 

^ttve, which he thought it his duty to fuílain. Hc 

:lived at a time whentbe fpirit of the law was in op- 

pofition to thé genius of the people : and governing 

hy old rules, inílqad of endeavouring to accommo- 

.date himfelf .to the changesof the times, he fell in 

rthc univerfal convulíion. -Many kings beforc him 

expired by treafons, plots, or aflaffination ; but ne- 

ver fince thetimes of Agis the Lacedemonian, was 

any but he, facrificed by their fubjefts with all thc 

formalities of juttice. tjpon the whole it muft bc 

^onfefled, that, though the nation was branded by 

foreigners with reproach upon this occafion, yet 

ííhefe ftruggles at length ended \n domeftic happinefs 

and fecurity : the laws became more precife, and the 

iubjeíi more ready to obey, as if a previous fermen- 

^tion in the conftitution was neceíTary to its fub- 

ifcquent refincment. 



LETTER XLiy. 



^^^ROMWELL, who had fecretly folitited thc 
3l^'King's death, nowbegan to feel wifiies to which 
helKid been hitherto a ftranger. He perceived him- 
íelf not far removed from the objeft of his moft un- 
Jbounded amhition. His views expanded with fuccefs, 
,and his firft principles of liberty íhrunk when oppofed 
<o the unbounded profpeft of power. The parlia- 
#neAt which was ftiU permitted to enjoy the ihadow og 
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^uthority, voted it high treafon to acknowkdge ' 
Charles Stewart, fon of the niurdered king, as ïuc- 
cclTor to the throne. ïhey likewife voted the houfc 
of lords ufelefs ^nd dai^gerous, and pafled an a£fc 
for the abolition of all kingly power. A great feal 
was made, on one fide of which'^were engraved the 
arms of England and Ireland, with this infcription, 
The great feal oý England : on the reverfe was repre- 
fented the houfe of Commons fitting, with this mot- 
to, Thefirft Tear of Freedcw^ by Gcd^s bleffmg re^ 
/íoredy 1648. 

They next procceded to try thofe gallant men, 

whofe attachment to their late fovcreign had been 

moíl remarkable. The duke of Hamilton and lord 

Capel were accufed, condemned and beheaded : fe- 

veral others íhared the fame fate. The Earl of 

Norwich and Sir John Owen were condemned, but 

rcprieved. The Scots were not a little difpleafed 

at fhe deathofthe duke, who was executed not only 

contrary to the laws bf war, but the laws of nationsc 

they were therefore determined to acknowledge the 

young Prince fortheir King. But their love of liberty, 

in fome meafure feemcd to combat their refentmenti 

they called him to -the throne indeed, but, at the 

fame time abridged hib power with every limitation 

which they had formerly attempted to impofe on theír 

Jate fovereign. The fecond Charles had neither thc 

virtue, the conftancy, nor the principles of his father« 

Attached to no religion, he agreed to all their pro- 

pofals, and was contented to accept the formalities 

without the power of a king. He was received at 

Edinburgh with demonftratiorts of profound refpe£l:, 

and entered the city by that very gate on which the 

limbs of the brave Montrofe, one of his moft faith- 

ful adherents, were ftill cxpoftd : but he foon found 

that the life he was likely to lead would -be infup- 
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pórtable bondage to one of his volatile dtfpofition. 
He was furrounded and inceíTantly importuned by 
the Scotch fanatical clergy, who came to inftruít 
him in religion, and obliged him to liften to long 
fcrmons, in which they feldom failed to ftigma- 
tize the late king as a tyrant, to accufe his mother 
of idolatry, and himfelf of an untoward dlfpofition. 
Upoh appointed days he was obliged to hcar fix 
fermons without iiitermiíIion« They infífted upon 
his obferving Sunday with a Jewifti ftridncfs.— 
They even watched his looks \ and if he happened 
to fmile at any part of their abfurd enthufiafms, he 
was reprimanded for his profanenefs. Charles for 
a while bore this infolencee with hypocritical tran- 
quiUity, and even prctended to be highly edifíed 
by their inftru£lions : but, notwithftanding this» 
he only wiíhed for an opportunity of efcaping from 
fuch aívariety of difgufting impcrtinence. » 

In the mean time, the Englifti parliament, alarmed 
at the king's reftitution in Scotland, j t) < 
fent to recal Cromwell from Ireland, * ' ^^* 
where he had carried on the war with his ufual fuc- 
ccfs. He had reduced Kilkeny and many other 
places, and profecutcd his conquefts with furprif- 
ing rapidity. However, he now left the war in 
that kingdom to be carried on by Ireton, his de- 
puty-lieutenant ; and returned to England, in obe- 
dience to the mandate of the parliament. When he 
took his feat in the houfe, the fpeaker thanked « 
him for the fervices he had done the commonwcath* 
They then proceedcd to deliberate upon ^the ¥r%tm 
with Scotland. They defired to know if Fairfa^ 
would cond.u£i: the cnterprife. Fairfax, a rigid 
Preftjyterian, who had all along fought from prin- 
ciple, declined oppofing a nation which he confi- 
dered as co-operating in the the fame good work for 
Vol. IL E 
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which he had firft drawn the fword ; he therefore 
declined the command, fent his commiírion to tbe 
commons, and retired to fpeiid the remainder of his 
life in privacy and peace. 

This was an inlet to Cromwell's fubfequent 
y^ D ^ power ; he was appointed.general of 
^ * the forces of the commonwealth, and 
foon marthed into Scotland at the head of an armjr 
of eightcen thonfand men^ long accuftomed to con- 
quer. He found general Leíly at the head of an 
army far more numerous than his own, but un- 
difciplined and mutinous. After fome previous 
Íkirmiftiing, Cromwell faw himfelf in a very dif- 
advantageous poft near Dunbar, and his antagonift 
ready to take advantage of his incommodious fitua- 
tion. Howevcr, perceiving the Scotch preparing 
to give him battle, he afiured his foldiers that the 
liOrd had delivercd the enemy into his hands and 
ordered his army to fing pfalms^^ as already afiured 
of the viftory. The minifters of íhe Scotch army 
werc not lefs fanguine of their aflíiranbes of viftory 
than he ; they boldly promifed fuccefs in the name 
of the Lord, and excited a fpirit of impatience 
among the foldiers. Vidory, as always before, 
again declared for Cromwell, who routed the enemy 
with great flaughter, while he did not lofe, on his 
lide above forty men in alL 

Charles, who hated the Scotch army, and only 
dreaded Cromwell, was well enough pleafed at this 
defeat. It ferved to introduce him to a greater 
fhare in the command than he was before permit- 
ted to enjoy. He therefore put himfelf at the head 
of that remnant which furvived the defeat, and 
ftrengthened it by the royalifts, who had been bc- 
fore excluded from his fervice. And now in- 
ftead of following Cromwell, who led his vifto- 
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rious troops to Perth, he refolved to feize this op- 
portunity of penetrating into England, where he 
expe^led to be joined hj numbers there, ftill at« 
tached to his interefts. His hopes in this were 
fruftrated : his army, on their march» was leíTened 
bjr continttai defertion and difeafe. Few volunteers 
repaired to the royal ftandard: and he at length 
faw his vigilant enemy overtake him jf r\ -^- 
at Worcefter. Both armies fought * ' ^ ' 
with equal intrepidity, but Cromwell was again 
victorious. Neverwas fo complete a viílory ob- 
tained by him before. Tvvo thoufand periíhcd by 
the fword, and four times that number, being taken^ 
were fold as ílaves to the American planters. The 
cpnqueror became mafter of all Scotland, and fet 
a price of a thoufand pounds upon the head of the 

Imagination can fcarce coticeive dangers more 
romantic, or diftrefles more ,fevere, than thoíe 
which attended the young king's efcape from Wor- 
cefter. After his hair was cut ofF, the better to 
efiê£i: his efcape, he worked for fome days, dif- 
guifed as a peafant, at wood-cuttíng. He next 
made an attempt to retire into Wales, under tbe 
condu£b of one Pendrell, a. poor but faithful com- 
panion in his diftreís : but in this attempt he was 
difappointed, every pafs being guardcd to prevent 
his efcape. Being pbliged to return he met one co-* 
tonel Carelefs, who, like himfelf, had efcaped the 
cajnage at Wolrcefter : and it was in his com* 
pany that he was obliged to climb a fpreading oak, 
among thc thick branches of which ^they pafled the 
day together, while thé foldiers of the enemy went* 
underneath in purfuit of him. From thence. hc 
pafl^ed with imminent danger, feeling all the vicif- 
fitudes of famine^ fatigue, and pain^ to the houfc 

E 2 
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of one Mr. Lane, a worthy fubjeft of his, in Staf- 
fordíhire. He here diliberated about the mcans of 
efcaping to France. They agreed that he íhould 
ride before tliis gcntleman's daughter on a viíit 
to one Mrs. Norton, who lived in the neighbour- 
hood of Briftol. During this journey he every 
day met people whofe perfons Ke knew, and once 
pafled through a whole reigmcnt of the parliament 
army. 

When they arrived at the houfe of Mrs. Norton 
the firft perfon they faw was one of his own chap- 
lains, fittíng at the door amufing himfelf with 
fceing people play at bowls. The King, after 
having taken proper care of his horfe in the ftable, 
was íhewn to an apartmcnt which Mrs^ Lane had 
provided for him, upon pretencc of indifpofition. 
The butler, being fent to him with fome rcfrefli- 
ment, no fooner beheld his countenance, which 
was now very pale with anxicty and fatigue, than 
he recollefted che vifage of his king and maftcr^ 
and, falling upon his knees, while thc tears ftreamcd 
down his cheeks, he cried ouf, •* I am rcjoiccd to 
*« fee your majefty ! " The king enjoined him fe- 
crecy, and the honeft fervant punftually kept his 
word. . Having ftaid fome days in this place, he 
repaired to the houfe of colonel Wyndham, wherc 
he was cordially received, that gentleman's family, 
having ever been noted for loyaity. Purfuing his 
rout to the fea-fide, he oncc more had ,a very pro- 
vídential efcape from the little inn at which he 
lodged. It happened to be a folemn faft, and a 
fanatical weaver, who had fought in the parliament 
army,was preaching againft the king, in a chapel 
fronting the houfe. " Charles was a£lually onc of 
the audience. A farrier of the fame principles, 
who had been cxamining thc horfes belonging ta 
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the paílengers, came to aflure the preacher, that 
he liTnew» by the faíhion of the íhoesi that one of 
the ílrangers' horfes came from the north. The 
preacher inftantly affirmed, that this horfe could 
belong to no other than Charles Stewart, and went 
immediately with a conftable to the houfe ^ but 
the king, in the mean time, found means to efcape. 
Thus, at length, after inexpreíTible hardíhips» and 
having experienced the fidelity of forty different 
perfons of all ranks, who had power to betray him,. 
he embarked at Brightclmfted> and landed fafely 
in Normandy. 

Cromwell, in the mean time, returned to Lon- 
don in triumph, where he wa« met by « 
the fpeaker of the houfe, accompanied ^' 
by the mayor and magiftrates in their formalities. 
His íirft care, upon his return, was to take the ad- 
vantage of his íucceíTes, by depreffing the Scots* 
An aft wa& pafled for aboliíhing royalty in Scot- 
land, and annexing it as a conquered province to 
the Engliíh commonwealth^ impowering it, how- 
ever, to fend a certain number of reprefentatives 
tothe Britiíh parliament. It was now feen with 
aftoniíhment, that a parliainent compofed of ob- 
ícure and weak members coald govern at once with* 
unanimity and fuecefs.. Without any acknow- 
edged fubordination, they Icvied armies, maintainedy* 
fleets, and gave laws to their neighbours. Never 
was England more powerful than at this period. 
The finances were managed with oeconomy and 
exaélnefs. No private perfon became rich by pub- 
lic extortions. The revenues of the crown, the 
lands of the biftiops, and a tax of a hundred and- 
twenty thoufand pounds each month, fupplied the 
wants of governwentj and invigorated all their gro^ 
ccedings»- ' * . 

' ' E ? ■ í li 
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Having reduced thê Britiíh dominions to pertcíl 
obedience, the parliament next refolved to chaftife 
the Dutch, who had given but very ílight caufes of 
complaint. Doriflaus, one of the late king's judges^ 
being fent thither by thc commons as envoy, was 
aíTaíIinated by the royal party that had taken refuge 
there : St, John, appointed Engliíh ambaflador, was 
alfoinfulted by the friends oftbe prince of Orange^ 
Thefe were grounds fufficient to incenfe the repub- 
lic of England to a war. Its'fuccefs, however, was 
doubtful ; Blake commanded the Engliíh, and 
Van Tromp was admiral for Holland *, both equally 
experienced, courageous, and aílive. Severalen- 
gagements only ferved to íhew the excellence of the 
admirals, without determining the balance of naval 
power. The parliament, however, was willing ta 
continue the war, rightly judging, that, when the 
force of the nation was exerted by fea, it would di- 
iiiint{}i Cromwell the general's power upon land. 

Cromwell was not behind them in penetration ;. 
he faw they dreaded his growing powcr, and wiflied 
to diminiíh it : all his meafures were conduded with 
a bold intrepidity that marked his charaéler 5 and 
he was now refolved to make another daring effbrt.^ 
He perfuaded his officers to prefent a petition for 
paymentof arrears and redreís of grievances, which 
he knew would be rejefted with difdain.- The 
houfe, upon receiving it, appointed a committe ta 
prepare an aft, that all peTÍbns who prefented fucR 
petitions for the future íhouW be deemed guilty of 
hightreafon. This wás whatOromwell wiíhed for» 
Hé was fitting in council with his officers, when 
informed of the fubjcft on which the houfe was 
deliberating. ^ Turning to major-general Vernort 
I am compelledi cried he, to do a thing that tnake^ the 
very hair ofmy hmdjiatii on end \ and^ . ftarting up^ 
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with marks of violent indignatxon, in his countc- 

nance, l^s haílencd to the parUament, with a hodj 

of fthree hundred foldiers. Upon cntering thc 

houfe, he tookhis placci and fat fomc time to hear 

ihe dcbates. When tbe fpeaker was about to put 

thc queftion, he fuddenly rofe up, and, rcviling 

th'cm for their ambition and cruelty, he ftamped with 

his fpot, and inftantly the houfe was fílled with armcd 

men ; thcn addreíling himfelf to the j t\ z 

mcmbers, Get you gone í faid he, give ' * ^^* 

place to honeji men \. you are no longer a parliameni ; / 

tell yoUy you are no longer a parliament ; the Lord haf 

done 'with you ! He then accufed one as a drunkard^ 

another as a whoremafter, a third of adultery, and 

2 fourth of cxtortion. // iV yQu^ added he, that have 

forced me upon this 4 Ihave fought ihe Lord night and 

day^ tbathe ivould raiher Jlaytne than put me upon this 

nvork, Then pointing to the mace, Take aiuay^ 

cried he, thai hauhle f after which, turning out all 

thc mcmbers, he ordered the door to be locked, and 

putting the key in his pocket, retired to Whitehall. 

Thus, by one daring cxploit, the new repubhc was 

aboliftied, and the whole power, civil and military, 

centercd in him alonc. Thc unfteady form of the 

EngUfti government at that time, is the 'ftrongcft 

proof of ^ late philofopher's opinion, that every 

country is poftefted of a fet of laws and conftitutions 

bcft adaptéd .to thc nature of the inhaoitants, the cU« 

matC) and the foil, which when oncc broken through, 

the government muft continue weak and unftcady, 

until the natural conftitution is rcftored ; aSf^in 

mechanlcs, all bodiea continue to waver tili thcir 

ccntcr of gravity is fupportcd. 
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LETTER XLV. 



THAT parliament, whích long gloríed íní 
reGftlng violence, wals now diflblved by an*. 
afl of the moft iiagrant oppreífion. The peoplc, 
however, expreíTed no diflike at their diírolution^ 
Cromwell received congratulary addrefles froni' 
the fleet, thc corporations, and the army : but hc 
was unwilling to put forth all his powcr at oncc y. 
he refolved to amufe them with thc form of a 
commonwealth, and familiarize them by degrccs- 
to arbitrary government. He decreed^that thc fo- 
vcreign power íhouM be vcfted in one hundred and 
forty-four pcrfons, under thc donomination of a 
parliamcnt ; andhe undertook himfelf to make the 
ehoicc. The perfons he pitched upon werc thc 
loweft, meaneft, and moft ignorant among the citi- 
zens ; he forefaw that during the adtniniftratioa 
^fuch, he alone muft govern ; or that thcy would 
foon throw up the reins of govemmcnt^ which 
they were unqualified to guidc. To cxcel in fana- 
ticifm feemed a neceflíary qualification in this new 
parliament. Several, with long namcs borrowcd. 
fromfcripture, were members ; but a man whofo 
name was Praife GodBarehnes, was one of thc moft 
remarkable ; and by bis namc the aflembly was af- 
terwards called in ridiculc* 

To this aflembly was committcd thc care o£' 
making peace with thc Dutch ; but, being uttcrly 
unflciUedin fuch ncgociations, the ambafladors of 
the ftates were quite at a lofa how to tieat witb 
them. The people exclaimed at fo foolifli a lcgif- 
lature, and they themfelvcs feemed not infenfible 
of the contempt and ridicule which they eyer^ day; 
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failed not to inctir. They had now fat five months 
without doing any thing of iniportance ; when at 
length Roufe, their fpeaker> rofe up» and propofed 
that, as they were unable to bear the burden that 
was laid upon them, they ihould reíign their autho* 
rity to him from whom thcy had received it. 
Cromwell accepted their refignation with pleafurC) 
and fent coloael White to clcar the houfe of the few 
fanatics who períiíled in continuing to íit. White, 
cntering with a detachment of foldiers, aiked, What 
they did ibere f To which replying, that they werc 
feeking the Lord, Thenycu may go elfewher'ey cried he 5 
for^ to my certain kno'wledgey tbe Lgrd bas not been here 
thefe many years. 

The officers now, by their own authority, de- 
clared Cromwell Prote£tor. He was poíTefled of 
that which is the original of all command^ name- 
lyj force ; for thc ftrong ever give laws to thc 
fceble. The mayor and aldermen were fent for j 
Ae ufurper was inftalled at Whitehall, in the pa- 
lace óf the Englifli kings \ he alTumed the office 
of proteíior, was honoured witb the epitfaet of 
Higbnefs^ and proclaimed in London, and other 
parts of the kingdom. Thus an obfcure inbabi- 
tant of Wales, at length, rofe to unlimited power, 
far beyond that of former kings, by bis courage and 
hÍ8 hypocïify. 

He was abput fifty-thrce years of age when hc 
í^egan to reign, which he did with equal condu£):> 
i^oderation and fuccefs. He, in the beginning, 
chofe among the officers, the former companions 
of His dangerd and viftories, twenty-one counícl- 
lors of ftate, to each of whom he affigned a pen- 
fion of one thoufand pounds a year. The troops 
^ere always paid a month in > advance ; the ma- 
gazinps were well provided \ the public treafure. 
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ofwhich hehad the difpofaly was managed with 
irugality and care. Thc Dutch were compelled 
to fue for peace, and he diélated the terms. He 
infifted upon their paying deference tó the Britiífai 
flag. They were compelled to abandon the inte- 
reft of the King. They engaged to pay eighty-fivc 
tho'ufand pounds, as an indemniíication for foríner 
expences; and to reftore the Ëngliih Eaft-India 
company a part of thofe dominions of which they^ 
had unjuftly deprived them in the eaft. 

Every nation with whom the Engliíh had any 
connexion, now courted their protedor's alliance. 
Among the number, France folicited his aid againft 
Spain. Cromwell, though capable of conduíiing. 
the internal parts of government, had no íkill in 
foreign policy. He lent his affiftance to humble 
Spain, at a time when the interefts of Europc re- 
quired her exaltation. Cardinal Mazarine gave 
him up Dunkirk. His flcet, under the condu£Í of 
the famous Blake» took the ifland of Jamaica. 
The kingdom of Ireland was entircly redvced to^ 
obedience, and treated by him as a conquered 
couhtry : mauy thoufands of the wretched natives^ 
ftrove to find, in baniftiment, an alleviation of their 
miferies ; numbers died of famine, and by the hands 
of the executioner not a fcw. 

Cromwell, to give the greater appearance q£ 
jaftice to his ufurpation, was refolved to govern by 
a pariiament, yet by fuch a parliament alone as he 
could govern, He aflTembled them, and díflblved 
them, at pleafure. The houfe of Lords was entirely 
difcontinued ; but he fet up a new chamber of 
parliament, compofed of his own creatures, to op- 
pofe that elefted by the voices of the people. Thus, 
ever a£bive, vigilant, and ^iefolute, he difcovered 
cvcry cpnfpiracy againft bis perfon, and evcry in- 
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Airredion among thc people, before they took cf- 
fe&. He had the addrefs to prevail upon his par- 
líament to make him an oflFer of thc j r% /c ^ 
crown, merely to have thc feeming ' S7* 

magnanimity of refufing it^ and thus to confirm 
liÍ8 real power. 

His private life was no lefs worthy our obferva- 
tion : he led an obfcure life in the palacc aíCgned 
for his inhabitation, withoutpomp, without luxury. 
When hc fcnt his fon Henry into Ireland, he al- 
lowed him but one fervant in his retinue. His 
manners wcrc naturally auftcre, and he preferved 
the dignity and diftance of his chara£ler in thc 
midft of the coarfeft familiarity. Hc was crucl from 
policy ; juft and tcmperatc from inclination ; labo- 
rious and cxad in all his defígns ; without clo- 
quencc, he had thc talcnt of pcrfuading, and, with- 
out finccrity, thc ^art of jmaking fincerc adhcrcnts: 
his dcxterity cqually fatisfied cvery feft ; with 
Preftjyterians,' a Prcft>yterian ; with Deífts, a Dcift ; 
only an Indcpendent in principle. It was by thefe 
arts he continucd his authority, firft ccmentcd by 
blood, and maintained by hypocrify and ufurpa- 
tion. 

Yet, notwithftanding this conduíl, which con- 
tributcd to render him truly formidable at homc, 
he was, after a few years reign, becomc truly mi- 
ferable to himfelf. He knew that he was deteftcd 
by evcry party in the kingdom ; he knew the fierce 
fpirit of the people whom he had madc flaves ; 
^nd hc was inccflantly haunted by the terrors of 
an aflaflination. To increafe his calamity, a book 
was publiíhed, intitled, Killing no Murder\ in 
which it was provcd to be juft to deftroy him at 
any ratc. ' Shall ive^ faid this popular declaimcr, 
"tiohQ would not fuffer the lion to invade us^ tamelj 
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Jland io he ^devoured by the nvolf? Cromwell rcad 
this fpirited treatife, and, it is Md, was never 
feen to fmile afterwards. He wore armour under 
his cloaths, and always kept a loaded piíloj in his 
pocket \ his afped^ became cloudy, and he regarded 
every ftranger with a glance of timid fufpicion. 
He always travelied with hurry and precipitationy 
and never flept two nights fucceíTively in the fame 
apartment. A tertian ague came at laft to deliver 

^ * He died at Whitehall, after having 
nominated his fon Richard Cromwell as his fuc- 
ceíror. Notwithftanding the evident approaches 

.of death, his fanatical chaplains afi^med that he 
would rec^over and thanked god for the undoubted 

- aflurances they had received of his fafety. He was 
evenofthe fame opinion himfeif. l tkl ycu^ cried 
he to the phyficians that attended him, 1 Jhall not 
die of this dtftemper : ' favourable anfwers have been 
returned from heaven^ not only to my own fupplicam 
tionSf but likenvife to thofe cfthe god/y^ who carry on a 
more intimate correfpondence with the Lord, This be- 
haviour, at his death^ is an undeniable proof that 
he was in reality more an enthufiaft than an hy- 
pocrite ; and, in fa<3:,*jw6 are more frequently de- 
ceived than deceivers. 

Whatever were the dlíFerences of intereft after 
the death of the ufurper, the influence of his name 
was ftill fufiicient to get Richard his fon proclaimed 
proteftor. The parties, howevcr, were now grown 
too headftrong to be controuled by greater abilities ; 
what then could Richard do, who had nothing 
a£live in his difpoíition, no talents for bufinefs, 
no knowledge of government, no ambition, no im- 
portance ? Oliver by means of the army, had 
long governed the kingdom ; they were now left 
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to govern alone. They firft thcrefore prefented a 
petition to the new proteéior, demanding that no 
member of the army íhould be fubjeft to thc ci- 
vil power, and that the oíEcers íhould enjoy the 
privilege of chufing their own gcneral. Richard, 
íhocked at their prefumption, rejcÁcd thcírrequefts, 
and even threatened to difmifs thcm the fcrvice* 
The parliameht attempted to fupport thofe meafures 
of Richard, but tbe army prcvailcd ; the parliament 
was diflblved by their menaccs, and the protcdlor 
again reduced to a private ftation. The officcrsj 
once more being thus left to themfclves, detcrmined 
to replace the remnant of the old parliament which 
had bcheaded the King, and which the late protec- 
tor had fo difgraccfully difmiíTed. This was called 
Thegoodold Caufe \ and fuch of thc higher officers 
as feemed unwilling to give up their authority to 
this parliamcnt, were intiraidated by their fubaltcrns 
into a compliance. 

The Rump parliament, as it was callcd, bcing 
thus once again eftabliíhed, began by vigoroufly 
atteippting to leflen the power of that very army 
whichhad juft now given Acm all their aútho- 
rity. Thfey new-modelled a part of the forccs, 
caíhiered fuch officcrs as they feared, and placcd 
others in their room. Thefe attempts, however, 
did not pafs without vigorous cffbrts in the prin- 
cipal officers who were at London tooppofe them. 
They held feveral conferences together to ftreogthen 
their power, and leflen that of their oppofers. They 
at length came to the ufual refource of thefe tur- 
bulent times : they firft prefented a feditious peti- 
tíon, and, upon finding it rejcfted, condu£ted by 
general Lambert, they entered the houfe, excluded 
the members, diflx)lved the parliament by their own 
authority, and formed a council of ten to providc 
VoL. IL F 
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for the fafetyofthe commonwealth. During thefe 
tranfaftions, gencral Monck was at the head of 
twelve thoufand veterans in Scotland. This ge-* 
neral had begun his foi lunes undcr the command 
of the late King, and was taken prifoner in his 
fervice. Upon the death of his mafter he was re- 
leafcd from his long confinement tp command under 
Cromwell, for whom he always fought with con- 
duft and fuccefs. 

In this anarchy and^confufion he feemed agitated 
by difFerent defigns, between loyalty to his lawful 
king, ambition to advance hinífelf, and the appre- 
henfions he was under from the governing part of 
the nation : his loyalty at length prevailed ; he^ 
refolved to rcftore the royal family, but to ufe all 
the precautions that were requifite for their fafety 
and his own. He foon had an opportunity of em- 
barrafllng the aíFairs of the nation ftill more, to 
prepare the way for the mcditated revolution. The 
oflíicers, now formed into a council of ten, had 
fent to treat with him : he confented to a nego- 
ciation only in order to gain time ; and, after a 
trcaty had been aftctally figned by thofe he em- 
ployed in this bufinefs, he refufed to ratify it upon 
frivolous pretences. Thc depofed parliament, find- 
ing that Monck had difapproved of thc proceed- 
ings of the oflScers at London, were refolvcd to 
avaii themfelvcS of his friendíhip, in order to he 
reinftated in their former authority ; and fent him 
a private commiflTion, appointing him commandcr 
in chief of all the forces in England, Scotland, and 
Ireland. He now therefore refolved to march to- 
wards London, and upon his approach, the ofli- 
cers whohad depofed the parliament found them» 
felves almoft deferted, and at length compelled to 
refign the ^authority they had ufurpcd. When he 
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reached St^. Alban's, he fent a lelter to the ,houfe| 
deíiring that London íliould bc cleared of all othef 
troops to make way for hís approach. This de- 
mand awakened the fufpicion of the parliament, 
but they were reluftantly obliged to comply. Hc 
entered London in. triumph at the head of his 
army, and repaired to the council of ftate, but 
íefufed to take the oath of abjuration, íhrewdly ob- 
ferving, that the fewer oaths were taken, the clean- 
er would the confciences be. He next cxamined 
his officers, and having fecured their concurrencc, 
he reftored thofe menibers to the parliament who- 
long íince had been fecluded before the trial of the 
king. 

The Independents, who had voted fpr the trial 
of Charles, were now greatly out-numbered ; and 
it was foon feen that the royal party was likely to 
prevaii. The republicans, who, though they liated 
a proteílor, ftiU more feared the royal refentment, 
endeavoured to perfuade Monck to aíTume the 
fovereign power, in imitation of Cromwell. He 
rejeifled their advice, and in the mean time gavé 
the king private intimation of his defigns, new- 
inodelled the army, quelled an incipient infur- 
redlion, and prepared ali things for his reftoration. 

Nothing now was wanting, but the authority 
and confent of a free par4^iament, ^^ a r\ ^ 
fettle the fluéíiuating conftitution. * ' ^^' 
On the twenty-fifth of April, 1660, thc new 
parliament met in both houles, after the manner 
of their anceftors. They immediately voted that 
the gdvernment ought to be vefted in a king, lords 
and commons. On Jthe eight of May Charles If. 
was proclaimed in London ; on the twenty-fixfh 
he arrived atDover ; on the twenty-ninth he pafled 
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on to Whitehall, through an innumerable multr- 
tude of people, wbo rent the air with their accla- 
mations. The wretched kingdom, long torn with 
'faAion, and oppreíTed by its own ftruggles for free- 
dom, once more began to refpire ; fanaticifm, with 
all its train of melancholy ^terrors and cruelty, was 
now difpelled ; the arts of peace began to return i 
but, unhappily, the arts of luxury entered in theis 
train^ 
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IT wíll undoubtedly aftoniíh pofterity, when they 
find a whole nation making thefe fudden changes 
from abfolute liberty to the moft fubmiíEve obedi- 
ence ; at one time almoft unanimoufly declaring 
againft monarchy, and foon after, with the moft 
^ r» ic^ unbounded flattery* folicitine the 

Ihacklcs or arbitrary power. The 
parliament, which had before fo vehemently 
oppofed the late monarch, poflfefl^d of every virtue,. 
were now profufe in their fubmiflions to his fuc- 
ccflbr, whofe charadler ftood in no competition with 
that bf his father. 

They firft ordained, that the bodies of Cromwell, 
Ireton, and Bradfliaw, íhould be dug from their 
graves, and dragged to the place of execution ; 
there to continue hanging the whole day, and then 
to be interred under the gallows. Of thofe who 
fat injudgmenton the late monarch's trial, fome 
were dead, and fome were thought worthy to find 
pardon ; ten only out of fourfcore were devotcd to 
immediate deftruftion. Thefe were enthufiafts, 
who had all along afted from principle, and bore 
their fate with all the confidence of martyrs. They 
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had been formerly cruel thcmfclves, and thcy werc 
now in turn treated with fliocking . ^ ^^^ 
inhumanity : the executioners, not 
content with performing the office of death, added 
infuit to their tortures \ the AiíFerers, to a man, 
thanked God for being permitted to die for his 
caufe, and braved the fury of their oppreflbrs with 
manly conterhpt. 

Their death feemed to infpire a few defperatc 
enthufiafl:s with the moíl: fl:range confidence that 
ever deluded a poor ignorant party. One Venner,. 
who expefted the immediate coming of Chrift upon 
earth, appeared 'in the ftreets of London in arms, 
at the head of threcfcore enthufiafts like himfelf,. 
and declared againft any other monarch but king 
Jefus. They had been wrought into fuch a pitch 
of phrcnzy as to believe themfelves invulnerable,, 
and fought as men confident of viftory. The few 
furvivors of their defeat were taken, tried, condemn- 
ed and executed ; they affirmed to the laft, that,. 
if they had been deceived, the Lord himfelf con- 
curred in the impoftrure. 

It was now feared that the tide of loyalty would 
bear down all the former mounds of freedom \ the- 
parliament feemed to concur in all the defigns of 
the court, and even to anticipate its wiflies. But 
though the king was eftabliíhed, his old faithful 
friends, and followers of his family, were left' 
unrewarded. There were numbers who had 
fought for his father, and for him, and had loft. 
the i r all in his fefvice, ftill pining in want and 
mifery ; while their perfecutors, who profiting by 
the troubles of their country, had acquired fortunes 
duTÍng the civil war, were ftill permited to enjoy. 
them without moleftation. The fuflerers petition* 
ed in vain : Charles was no way remarkable for 
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gratitude ; his pleafures, his flattercrs, and concu* 
bines, engroíTed all his attention, and exhauíled his^^ 
finances : the unhappy cavaliers murmured without 
redrefs; he fled from thcir gloomy expoftulations 
to fcenes of mirth, riot, and feftivity, 

The kingdom now feemed to be converted into 
a theatre of debauchery, which had before been z. 
fcene of blood. The Independents were no longer 
tabefeen; the Puritans were reftrained ; the hor- 
rors of the late war were the fubje6l of ridicule ; 
the formality and the ignorance of feítaries, were* 
difplayed upon thc ftage^ and even laughed at in 
the pulpit. The king .had no religion ; and, tho' 
he permitted the perfecution of feólaries, it was 
merely from political motives. The late miferies 
of the.nation were not fufli-cient to deter a few 
dcfperate fanatics from attempting to excite thent 
afrefti \ they laid a fcheme for furpriíing feveral 
towns in the North, and raifing a general infurrec- 
tion The miniftry difcovered the plot beforc 
it was ripe for cxecution : thirty of the confpi- 
rators were taken and executed ; and this plot was* 
a pretext for continuing the pariiament then íitting,. 
and repealing the aft for triennial parliaments, as 
being dangerous in times of commotion. 

The Englifti parliament feemed wiUing. to make 
the king reparation for their former difobedience^ 
and the Scots were ftill more fanguine iri the 
expreflTions.of their attachment. Had Charles been 
an aftivc monarch, he might have now become an- 
abfolute one. They confirmed the do6trine o£ 
paflive obcdience by a folemn adl: •, they afíignedí 
him a revenuc of twelve hundred thoufánd pounds^ 
excluíivc of thc expence neceflary for fitting and 
íupplying the flcet. Nonc <rf his predeceflTors w^rc 
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cver poflefled of fach a large revenue ; neverthc- 
lefs, his prodigality tendered him indigent, and, 
inftead of deíiring an afcendancy over his parlia- 
ment, he was content to be an humble and continual 
dependent on their bounty. 

His prodigality, his libertinifm, and thc famili- 
arity with which he permitted himfelf to be treated 
by his fubje£ls, foon began to aher their fentiments 
from a veneration for royahy to a contempt of his 
perfon and adminiftration. He declared war 
acainft Holland, merely to have an ^ y^ ^^ 
opportunity ot fpendmg upon his 
pleafures a part of thofe fums granted him by 
parliament for the fupport of a fleet and army. 
This war was carried on with doubtful fuccefs ; but 
the alarm which the nation received from kuyter 
the Dutch admiral's attempting to fail up the river 
Thames, ftill more difgufted them againft their 
governor. Immediate dangers, though fmall, in- 
fluence the mind with greater force than diftant, 
though terrible calamities. They now called to 
xnind the adminiftration of Cromwell, when the 
people enjoyed fecurity at home, and were refpefted 
abroad ; they recolleóíred that ufarper's vigorous 
labours for the good of the nation, and compared 
them with thofe of the prefent eflFeminate and un- 
fuccefsful reign. 

Natural and accidental calamities feem to unite 
themfelves to thofe brought on by bad management. 
A plague ravaged London, which fwept away more 
than one hundred thoufand of its inhabitants ; 
and foon after, the city was álmoft cntirely de- 
fíroyedby a conflagration, which rag- ^ p. ,^^ 
ed for three days without intermiffion. 
The fpirit of the people fo'on furmounted thefe ca- 
lamities ; London foon rofe more beautiful from its 
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its aflies ; the ftrects were built anew more fpacíous 
and convenient than before j and their diftrefs foon 
became their advantage. 

But ncither war, nor accident, nor the mur- 
murs of the people could abate the paílion for gal- 
lantry, pleafurc, and expence, that reigned in the 
court through the king's example. He had im- 
bibed all that fpirit of levity, during his reíidence 
in France, for which that kingdom is remarkable. 
Though he had been married foon after his refto- 
ration to the Infanta of Portugal, he kept feveral 
miftreíres, by whom he had natural iíTue. Among 
this number were mademoifelle QuerouaiIIc, a 
French woman, whom he created dutchefs of Portf- 
mouth ; Mrs. Palmer, whom he made a countefs ;. 
andNel Gwyn andMrs. Davis, aíireíres taken from 
the theatre. 

But, though the court was thus loft to decency,. 
the paflion for uniformity in religion in the nation 
feemed to revive. The parliament was equally 
fet againft the prefbyterians and the papifts, an 
A T\ ^^ a<S was made called the TeJi-AB^ 
^ ^* importing, that cvery perfon in office 
and employment fliould take the oaths of allegiance 
and fupremacy, receive the facramerit in fome 
parifli church before compctent witnefles, and fub- 
ícribe a declaraiion, renouncing the do£trine of 
tranfubftantiation. This was levelled againft the 
duke of York, the king's brother, who had pro- 
fefled himfelf a papift, and whom the pailiament 
fecretly aimed at excluding from the throne. The 
fears and difcontents of the nation were vented 
without reftraint: the apprchenfións of a popiíh 
fucceflbr, an abandoned court, a parliament' that 
had continued without a new eleftion, for feven- 
teen years \ an aUiance cemented with France.^. 
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thc fecret enemy of England and theproteftant re* 
ligion ; and an unfuccefsful and expenfive war with 
Holland> their natural allies ; all gave caufe to kin- 
dle a fpirit of indignation among the people. The 
court tried every method, but in vain, to fatisfy 
thefe murmurs, or appeafe them. £ven the coiFee- 
hoúfes were fuppreffcd, where fuch topids were genc- 
'rally debated. 

This univerfal ferment, as may eafily be ima«- 
gined, brokc out into an alarm. When the fpirít 
of thc EngHíh is once excited, they cither find ob- 
jefts of refentment, or they make thcm. Thê 
rumour of a popiíh confpiracy was firft propa^- 
c^ated, and one Titus Oates foon ap- j, t\ j^ o 
peared to give it connrmatton. Ti- ' 

tus Oates had been from his youth an indigent and 
'infamous adventurer. He was abandoned, illite- 
rate, and íhamelefs. He had been once indi£led 
for perjury, afterwards chaplainof a man of warp 
and difmiffed for unnatural praftices. He then pro-/ . 
feffed himfelf a Roman catholic, went to the Jc- 
fuit's college at St. Omer, but was difmiffed after 
fome refidencc there with infamy. He then rc>- , 
turnedto London, filled with projefts ofrevengc; 
and' the animofíties of this unhappy nation foon 
appeared a proper place of nouriíhment to give this 
viper's virulence effed. He depofed upon oath, 
that the jefuits, feveral qf whom he named, and 
who were foon after taken up, had tried thc king 
under the name of the Biack Baftardi condemned 
him as an heretic, and refolved to deprivc him of 
life ; that feveral attempts had been madc without 
fuccefs ; and that not only the king's brother, but 
cven the queen, wete privy to thc defign. Thc 
houfe of commons immcdiately took fire at this 
pretended confpiracy : they petitioned for removing 
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the queen, rewarded Oafes with a peníion of twelre 
hundred pounds, -^nd immediately ordered the con- 
fpirators to be tried in the courts ofjuftice. Seve- 
ral jefuits were tried ; their very profeíEon was at 
that time fuíEcient to deftroy them : before a partial 
judge and an exafperated jury no mercy cpuld be 
expeéled, and feveral, though apparently innoeent, 
wcre executed as traitors upon this mifcreant's in- 
formation. Colcman, the duke of YorVs fecretary, 
Ireland> Pickering, Grove, Fenwick, and White» 
jê T\ r brcad,' were among the firft that fell \ 
' . ' ^ they died declaring their incocence to 
the laft moment of their lives. 

While the proteftants were labouring to humblc 
both the puritans and the papifts, thefe two parties 
were at the fame time mutually employed in ruining 
cach other. Plot was fet againft plot ; that contrived 
by Oates was called the Je/uits p/ot s that fet to op- 
pofc it was called by the name of the MeaUtub ploty 
as the fcheme of the confpiracy was found hidden 
in a meal-tub. This was a defign againft Oates ; 
for his perjuries had drawn upon him the furious 
refentment of the catholic party : they were deter- 
xnmed to take away his life, by the fame falfe evi» 
dence by which he had taken the lives of fo many of 
their fraternity. 

Of all thefe plots tending to difturb the peace 
ofth.e kingdom, it is faid the earl of Shaftefljury 
was at the bottom : he had been a mcmber of the 
long parliament in the civil wars, and had gained 
great iniiuence among the preft^yterians ; he had 
infinuated himfelf into the confidence of Crom- 
well, and afterwards employed his credit in for- 
warding the reftoration : he had been made one 
of the privy-council in the pïcfent reign, but waa 
cjefted thence for thc dup licity of his ^conduíl \ 
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he was -poíTeflccl of uncomnion abilities, joined with 
turbulence, diíTimulation, and unbóunded ambition. 
It was thought that this nobleman, in revenge for 
his difgrace at court, headed the demagogue fa£tion, 
and alarmed the King with unceafing dangers. 

He artfully increafed the people's apprehenfions 
of ~a popiíh fucceflbr, and, by his interefl:, brought 
abillinto the houfe of commons for the exclufion 
of James Duke of York from the fucceflion. lix 
the national animofity raifed againíl papifts, it was 
no difficult matter .to have it pafled throtigh the 
houfe of commons ; but, being prefented to the 
houfe of pccrs, it was thrown out by a great majori- 

The commons were greatl)5, incenfed at this re- 
pulfe, but particularly their anger flell upon the 
Êarl of Halifax, who exerted himfelf , in the oppo- 
fition. Halifax difrcgarded their anger, fecurc in 
confcious innocence. But their rage fell with 
morc wcight upon Lord Staffbrd, who had long 
been a prifoner in the Tawer, upon the depofition 
ofOates. Notwithftanding his age, his weak in- 
tellefts, and the juftnefs of his defcnce, hc was 
arraigncd, condemned, and cxccuted for a plot, 
which had its only foundation in perjury and fub- 
ordination. AU things threatened a^ rencwal of 
the former troublcs frora which thc kingdom had 
been but latcIyNfct frec. The commons prefcntcd 
petition after pctition to the King, defiring the 
puniftiment of papifts, and thc a- ^ j^ ^o 
bridgcment of the royal prerogative. 
They fcemcd willing to intimidatc thc King, or to 
inflame thc nation. At lcnglh Charlcs ftiewed a 
degrcc of fortitude that furprifed even his frien ds, 
he rejedled thcir petitions with contempt, and 
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dtíToIved ijj^t parliament that had abufed their pow* 
er. 

The ftate of the nation at that time, with regard 
to religion, was thus : The principal men at court| 
if they profefled any, were of the eftabliíhed church: 
fo were all the men of great property, as well as the 
dregs of the people ; but that body of men who 
voted at eleftions, placed between a ^ftate of opu- 
lence and penury, were in general preft)yterians : 
they were, thereforc, willing to return reprefenta- 
tives only of that perfuaíion. 

Charles, however, w^s refolved to try one par- 
liament more, and appointed them to meet him at 
Oxford, the city of London having long been 
difpleafing, by reafoa of their. republican princi- 
ples. The new parliament, howeyer, feemed ftill 
more turbulent than the former ; the members came 
armed, and attended by their friends and ad- 
herents, as if they expefted to fight, and nokto de- 
liberate : the reprefentatives of London were, 
in particular, attended by a numerous body of 
horfemen, wearing cockades, infcribed, No Popery ! 
No Slavery ! To declaim againtt poper^, was the 
voice of fa£lion in the laft reign, and fuch it was 
in the prefent. The fame fpirit that had animat- 
ed. the former parliament,, feemed redoubled in 
this. They infifted on the biU for excluding the 
duke of York from the fuccefllon ; they perfifted 
in declaring that all papifts ffliould be baniíhed, 
and their children educated in the proteftant reli- 
gion ; that the doílrine of paflive obedience was 
irijurious to the rights of fociety. In a word, the 
leaders of the oppofition were refolved to be dif- 
pleafed with every meafure the King could propofe, 
and prepared to recal the former ariftocracy into 
the kingdom. CharleSj feeing that nothing could 
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he cxpeAed from counfds managed by party» and 
not deliberation, once more diíTolved this parlia- 
ment, with a íledfaíl refolution of never calling 
anotber. 

This was a ftroke they had never expeftcd, and 
whicb the times alone could juftify. From the 
moment the royal and parliamentary commotions 
wcre ended, Charles fcenied to rule with dcfpotic 
power, and was reíblved to lcave to his fucceflbr^ 
the faults and the misfortanes of his adminiftration» 
His temper, which had been always eafy and mcr- 
ciful, became arbitrary, and even crucl ; hc enter* 
tained fpies and informers round the throne, and 
imprifoned all fuch as he thought moft daring in 
thetr defigns. He refolved to humble the preíby* 
terians ; thefe were divefted of theiremployments, 
and theirplaces filled with fuch as approved the 
doélrine of non*rcfiftance. The clergy teftified 
thelr zcal to the court by thcir writings and fer- 
mons. Thc partizans 01 the king werc moft nu* 
merouS) but thofe of the oppofite faftion were more 
enterprifing: the mutual animofity of each was 
infiamed into rage and rancour> and the king open- 
ly declared himfelf at the head of a faftioni The 
city of London particularly fell under his refent- 
ment j he deprived thcm of tbeir charter, and only 
reftored it when he had fubjcded the eleftion of the 
magiftrates to his immediate authority. 

Soch an arbitrary adminiltration could not fáil of 
êxciting new infurreélions. Several noblemen, a- 
mong whom were the duke of Monmouth, the king's 
natural fon, the lords Shafteft}ury, Ruflel, Grey 
and others, entered into a combination j j^ ^o 
to deftroy the king, which was called ' * ^ ' 
afterwards the Ryehoufe Plot. The confpirators 
met at the houfe of one Shepherd, a wine-merchanc 
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where thcjr propofed a rífing in Londdn, Bríftol, 
Devoníhire, and Cheíhire. They agreed upon a 
declaration for juftifying their defígn ; but thc 
fcheme was at firíl delayed from the difficulty of thc 
preparations previous to taking the field, and foon 
after difcovered by one Keiling, who expe£led to 
earn a pardon for himfelf by impeaching his aíToci- 
ates. As the plot began to open, new informers 
came in ; Monmouth abfconded, Grey efcaped thc 
meffenger who had been fent to arreft him, Ruffel 
M^as committed to the Tower, and Shafteft)ury, who 
forefaw the danger, had taken refuge in Hoíland. 
Lord Effex, Sidney the famous legiflator, and 
Hampden, grandfon to him of that name who re- 
fufed to pay the tax of fliip money, were informed 
againft, and committed to confinement. 

The principal informer upon this occaCon was 
lord Howard, a man every way debauched, and 
who was willing to accept infamy for fafety : by 
his evidence Ruffel and Sidney were condemned, 
and died with that intrepidity which was worthy 
a better caufe. While thefe men were thus execut- 
ed, Monmouth was in the mean time foliciting his 
pardon ; and he who was moft culpable, as his 
crime was moft unnatural, eafily obtained it. 

The feverities exercifed in the latter part of this 
reign arofe merely from the influence ofcthe duke 
of York, who was as much inclined to cruelty by 
nature as his brother Charles was prone to for- 
givenefs. His authority was become terrible evén 
to the miniftry ; by his advice the king feized 
upon all the charters of the corporations, in order 
to extort money for having them renewed. Parti- 
ality and oppreffion were the inftruments of his 
power, and bigotry and innovation the objedts of 
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his wiíh. At this period the reign of Charles was 
as abfolute as that of any monarch in Chnftendom» 
and new difcontents and treafons were fecretly dif- 
fuíing their poifon, while the fpirit of liberty ftill 
ftruggled hard againft the fpirit of obedierïce, which 
the clergy attempted to inculcate. Another civil 
war threatened the nation, ftill more dreadful than 
the former, as the forces were more equally divided : 
-but CKarles happily died before thofc calamities 
could return ^ he was fuddenly feized with an apo- 
pleftic fit, in the fifty fourth year of his age, and the 
twenty-fifth of his reign, Thc people though they 
defpifed his adminiftration, loved his perfon 5 they 
wcre wiHing to bear with the faults pf one, whofe 
whole behaviour was a continued inftance of good- 
nature and aíFabiIity ; but they were by no means 
wiUing to grant the fame indulgence to his fucceíFor, 
whom they hated for his pride, his religion, hís 
cruelty, and conneftions. He was unfit to wallc in 
the irregular fteps of his predeceíTor : and, when he 
purfued the fame rout, fatal experience foon con- 
vinced him that he had miftaken himfelf and the 
people he attempted to command. 

But, though England, during the reign of Char- 
les, feemed, in fome meafure, agitated like the 
ccean after a ftorm, yet commerce continued to 
increafe with its ufual celerity and fuccefs. The 
xnanufadure of certain ftuíFs, glafs, copper, fteel, 
paper, hats, andftockings, was now brought to 
perfeíiion. Upon the banifliing of the proteftants 
fromTrance, numbers came and fettled here, and 
brought their arts with them. This application 
to arts and commerce, gave England great weight 
in the balance of Europe -, Britain became the cen- 
ter of politics and arms. Though literature was but 
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little encouraged by the fovcrcign, yet the learned 
made grcat proficiency in evcry department of fci- 
ence ^ and the philofophers of Ëngland began to 
take the lead : Newton, Tillotfon, Burnet, Hobbes, 
and Shaftcsbury,enlarged the iand-marks of human 
knowledge ; Butlcr, Dryden, Otway, gave ftrength 
and propríety to the languagc. In a word the cha- 
raé^er of the nation now began to altcr ; the natu- 
ral rudencfs of the inhabitants began to' take a po- 
)iíh from good breeding, and Britiíh ferocity to me- 
lioraté into focial politcnefs. 

LETTER XLVII. 



AS we defcend, we find the materials for Eng- 
liíh hiftory increafe : the minutcft tranfaílions 
are recorded with prolixity ; and thefe, however dry 
and unimproving to fome, arc yct both interefting 
and fatisfa£iory to others. In fuch a profufion of 
materials I muft be content rather to give the fpi- 
rit of the following rcigns, than pretcnd to exhtbit 
an hiftorical detail of particular iiatercfts and in- 
trigues. It will be enough to mark thofe ftrong 
outlines that may probably efcape tbe wrcck of 
•time, when the internal colouring íhall fade. As 
hiftory increafes in time by the addition of new c- 
vents an epitome bccomcs more neceíTaTy to a- 
bridgc its excrefcenccs. 

The duke of York, who fuccecded his brother 
>/ n /;q with thc title of king James tke Se- 
^. u. 1084. cond, had been bred a papift, and 
was ftrongly bigotted to his principles. It is thc 
property of that religion, almoft ever, to contraft 
the fphere of the underftanding ; and, until peo* 
ple are, in fome meafure, difengaged from its 
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prejudices, it is impoífible tolay a juft claím to cx- 
tenfive views, or conílftency of dcfign. The 
íntelleéls of this ptince were naturally weak, and 
his bigotted principles ftiil rendered them more 
feeble : he conceived the ridiculous projeél of 
reigning in the arbitrary manner of his predecef- 
for, and changing the eftabliflied religion of his 
country, at a tisie when his perfon was hated^ 
and the eftabliílied religion was univcrfally approv- 
ed. 

The people of Englanct were now entirely changed 
from what they had been in thc times of Htínry^ 
Mary and Elizabeth, who had ahered religion at 
will. Learning 'was now as much culrivated by the 
laity as by the priefthood ; every man now pretend- 
edto thirik for himfelf, and had rational grounds 
for his opinion. In the beginníng of the reformarion, 
the monarchs had only to bring over the clergy, in' 
order totally to change the modes of belief ; for 
the people were entirefy guided by their paftors. 
To influence the priefthood was an eafy taík : the 
hopes cvf preferment, or the fears of degradation', 
entirely fubje£ked the confcienccs of the clergy to 
the royal will. Such ir was then ; but the circum- 
ftances of the natión were, at prefent, entirely aher- 
cd ; an J to make a change in religion, it would 
have been neceíTiry to tamper with every individual 
in the ftate. But James had no idea of the aherati- 
on of circumftances ; his fituation, he thought, fup- 
plied him with authority, and his zeal furnifhed 
him with hope of accompliftiing this chimerical dc- 
Cgn. 

The fuccefs he mef with in crufliing a rebellion*, 
in the opening of his reign, feemed to promife a 
favourable omen towards the completion of his 
wiflics. The duke of Monaiouth,.who had long, 
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been at thc hcad of fa£lion, and inílamed ali thc 
difcontents that molefted thc latc king's reign, was 
now refolved to alm at the crown. Hc was the 
darlingofthe people 5 and íbme averred that the 
feing had martied his raother, and owned his legi- 
timacy at his death. The earl of Argyle feconded 
his views, and thcy formed the fcheme of a double 
infurreQion. Argylc firft landed in Scotland, pub- 
jé rt ^o liíhed his manifeftoes, put himfelf^at 
^' theheadoftwo thoufand fivc hun- 
árcd men, and attempted to infiuence the nation ; 
but a formidable body of the king*8 forces coming 
againft him, his army fell away, and he himfelr^ 
after being wounded in attempting to efcape, was 
taken by a peafant, ftanding up to his neck in wa- 
ter. Being brought to Edinburgh, hc prepared for 
death, well knowing that it was not in the king's na- 
ture to forgive an enemy. 

The duke of Monmouth was not morc fortu- 
nate : he failed from the Texel with thrcc vcflels^ 
and arrived on the coafts of Dorfetftiire with 
about fourfcore followers. The country foon flock- 
ed to his ftandard, and in two days his army was 
increafed to two thoufand men. The earl of Fe- 
verfliam was fent to oppofc him, and took poft at 
Sedgemore, a vilíagc in Somerfetftiirc. Mon- 
mouth refolved to fight him , and began his march^ 
jibout eleven in the night, with profrfund filence ^ 
but the royalifts were prepated for hís rcception. 
The adlion began at day-break. Lord Grey, who 
commanded the duke of Monmouth's horfe, was 
• routcdat the firft onfet. The duke at the head 
of his infantry, bravely maintained his ground^ 
until he was charged in flank by the enemy's horfe, 
whohad been juft now viílorious. A total rout 

cnfucd i three hundred wcre killed in the engage* 
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fnent, and a thoufand in thc purfuit. Thc duke 
efcaped the carnage, and in a íhepherd's difguifc, 
fled on foot," attended by a faithful companion, 
who had followed his fortuncs into England. '1 hus 
they travclled onward towards Dorfetíhire, till, 
quite exhaufted with hunger and fatigue, they lay 
down in a field, and covered chemfelves with ftub- 
ble. In this forlorn fituation he was found, with 
fome peafe in his pocket, which he had gathéred 
in the fields to fuftain Íife. His fpirit funk with 
his misfortunes : he wrote to the king 5 implored 
his mercy. Thc king gave him an audience, as if 
willing to fatisfy his vengeance with thc 'fight of a 
rivars mifcry j out his death was determined, and 
no intreaties could cxtort royal clemcncy. On 
thefcaíFoldhe refumed his 'former courage, handlcd 
the ax, declared that he meant well to the nation, 
and his head was cut ofi^, but not till aftcr the third 
blow. 

But it were happy for the nation, and fortunate 
for thc king, if the blood that was already íhcd had 
been thought a fuflScient expiation for the late of- 
fence. The viítorious army behaved with the moíl 
favage cruelty to the prifoners takeh after the battle. 
Their inhumanity waspropcrly feconded by Jéífe- 
TÍes, who was fcnt on the weftern circuit to try the 
infurgents. His furious thirft of blood being in- 
flamed by continual intoxication, he thrcatencd,^ 
calumniated, and threw afide even the appearance of 
clemency. Men and women indifcriminately felt 
the cíFeás of his favagc zcal j and not lefs than two 
hundred and fifty perfons expired under circum- 
ftances of wantou cruelty. Cruel kings ever find 
cruel minifters. 

It was not to be expefted, that thefe butcheries 

Could acqtiire thc^ 'kín^ thc l(>ve or the^CDnfidcnce 
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ofhís people, or tend to alter their opinionSy as 
they rather excited the fecret abhorrenqe jof everjr 
honeíl man ;, yet he thought this a time favour- 
able for the carrying on his fcheme of religion and 
arbitrary government. An attempt at arbitrary. 
power in Charles was, in fome meafure, excuf- 
able, as he had a republican fafïion to oppofe \ and 
it might have been prudent at that timc to over- 
ftep juíliee, in order to attain feciirity : but the 
fame defigiis in James were as unneceí&ry as- 
impra&icable, ílnce there were few republicans re-- 
maining, and the people were fatisfied with limited- 
monarchy. But this wealc and deluded monarck 
was refolved to imitate one or two princes of Eu- 
rope, who had juft before rendered themfelves 
abfolute ; and he was incited to this proje6t by. 
Lewis XIV. who fecretly defired his deftruftion.. 
Thus inftigated he began his defigns with the 
meafures which he íhould not have ufed till their. 
completion. He fent a fplendid embafly to Rome, 
to acknowledge his obedience to tbe pop«. ' Inno» 
centi who tlien filled the chair, was too good 
politician to approve thoíe childiíh meafures, an 

Íjave his ambaíTador a very cool reception. He was. 
enfible that the king, was openly ftriking at thofe | 
laws and opinions, which. it was his bufinefs to l 
undermiae with filence aad fecurity. The cardinals- 
were even hear<l facetioufly to declare, that the king, 
fhould be excomrnunicated for thus endeavouring to 
cverturn thefmall remains ofpspery th.it yet fuhfifled in- 
England.. 

James, notwithflianding thefe • difcourag^ments, 
was yet refolved to profecute his favourite fcheme 
with vigour. Upoa every occafion the cacholics 
íhared his confiience and favotir. Hugh Peters, 
fais conf eiTor . ruled hi3 confcienge.. and drove hiw 
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blindl^ fdrward to attempt inBovatron. Hc be- 

xame evcTy day more and more ambitious of mak- 

/ ing converts ; the earl of Sunderland facrificed his 

religion to his ambition ; the earl of Rocheíler loít 

his emplojrment of treafurer, for refufing to alter 

his religion. The king ílooped fo low as to hís 

officers : a rough foldier one day anfwered his re- 

monílrances by faying that he was prc-engaged, for 

hc had promifed the king of Morocco, wh^n he 

was quartercd at Tangicrs, that, íhould he ever 

' change his. religion, he would tHirn Mahómetan. 

An eccleíiaftical court was crefted, with power 

to puniíh all delinquents, or fuch fo j j^^ ^-.^ 

reputed by die court, with all man- 

' ncr of eccleGaffical cenfure. The vice-chancel- 

y'/-ílor of Cambridge was fummonedíbcfore this court 

4,yfor haviftg refufed to admit onc Francis, a Bene- 

^•«diítine morik, to the degree of mafter of arts': 

^ thc vice-chanccllor was deprived of his office, biit 

he univerfity perfifted in their refufel, aftd thc 

ing thought proper to dcfift ffom his purpofe- 

^,bc vice-prcfideilt and fellows of Magdalen col- 

íge in Oxford were treáted, with more feverity. 

They refufed to admit one Farmer, a ncw convert, 

^^and one of a prpfligatc life, who was noíninatcd 

"^ oy the kisg to the placc. of prefidcnt, now bccomc 

vacant. The king next nominated PaTker, biílioj) 

-of Oxford : but he Vras equally oSnoxious for thc 

fame reafons. Thc king repaired in perfón to 

Oxford : he reproached thc fellows with írtfolenefe 

and difobedicnce ; but neithlrr he ndr his mmi- 

fters, cóúld prevail to alter thé rëfolutions óf thís 

fociety. The fellows wetc expelled hy his ordër, 

and theír places fiJled with pápifts, who he knew- 

•would be niore obedicnt to his commands. 

His dcfi!gn6 hitherto wcrc fufficentiy manifeft ; 
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but he was now refolred entirely to throw oflF the 
maík. By his permiílion thë pope's nuncio niade 
his public entry into Windfor in his pontiíicals, 
preceded by the crofs, and attended by a great 
number of monks, in the habit pf their refpe£kive 
orders. He next publiílied a declaration for liberty 
of confcience, by which all reílraints upon popery 
were taken away.'- The church of England took 
the alarm. The pcculiar animofjty of the peoplc 
againft the catholic religion proceeded not lefs 
from reiigious than temporal motives. It is the 
fpirit of that religion to favour arbitrary power, 
and its reproach, to encourage perfecution. The 
Englifli had too often fmarted under both, to bc 
willing again to fubmit to either. Seven biíhops, 
who had received the king's exprefs órders to caufe 
this declaration of liberty of confcience to be read 
iij their churches, refufed to comply. They drew 
up a mpdeft petition to excufe their refufal, which 
only ferved to increafc the king's refentment and 
rage. They wefe cited before the council, and 
jd f) /:o fti^^ adhered to their former refolution 
''with that íirmnefs which is the cha- 
raéieriftic of virtue. The attorney-general was 
ordered to profecutc them for pubiiíhing fedition, 
and abridging the king's prcrogative. They weríj 
committed prifoners to the Tower, condu£lcd 
thither amidft the prayers and condolcnce of an 
incredible multitude of the populacc, who regardcd 
them as fttfferers for truth. The day^ appointed 
for their trial arrived.. This caufc was lookcd 
^upon as thc crifis of Englifti freedom. Thc council 
managed the debate on both fides with lcarning 
and candour : the jury withdrew into a óhamber, 
where they paffed the whole night, but next morn- 
ing returned into courtj and declared the biflippi 
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not gullty. Thc joy of the people on this occa- 
fion, was inexprcflible : the whole city, and thc 
country around, feemed at once to catch the íhouts 
of exaltation ; they cven reached thc camp, wherc 
the king was then fitting at dinner, who heard them 
with indignation and amazement. 

If thc biíhops teftified the readinefs of martyrs 
in fupport of their religion, James íhewed no lefs 
obftinacy in his attempts tow^rds the eftabHíhment 
of his own. Finding the clergy averfe to his defigns, 
henext tried what hc could do with the army. He 
thought, if one regiment would promife implicit obe- 
dience, their example would foon induce others to 
the fame compliance. He ordered one of the regi- 
nientstobe drawn up' in his prefence, and defíred 
that fuch as were againft his latfe declarátion of li- 
berty íhould lay down their arms. He was fur- 
^rifed to fee the whole battalion ground their arms^ 
excépt two officers and a few Koman catholic fol- 
diers. 

Oppofition only ferved to increafe the infatuated 
monarch's zeal ; he was continually ftimulated by 
his queen and his priefts to proceed raftíly on- 
ward. But hc was particuiarly urged on by the 
Jefuit Peters, his confeiTor, an ambitious and in- 
triguing prieft, whom fome hiftorians havc even 
accufed of bcing the creature of the prince of 
Orange, the king's fon-in-law, who had long 
fince conccived hopes of feizing thc crown. James 
now, theiefore, iíTued orders for profecuting all 
thofe clergymen who had forborne to read his de- 
claration^ He placed one GiíFord, a doftor of 
the Sorbonne, at the head of Magdalen-college, 
and likewifc nominated him to the fee of Oxford, 
latcJy become vacant. Every member of the 
cburch of England now faw their danger ; and 
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whip;s and tories united their efibrts to oppofe it* 

Wiliiam, prince oí Orangef had married Mary 
the daughter of king James. This princehadbeen 
early immerfed in danger, calamities, and pojitics i 
the deíigns of France, and the turbulence of Hol- 
land, had ferved to íharpen his talents^ and gif eu 
him a propenfity for intrigu^. This great poliiician 
and foLdier concealed beneath a phlegtnatie appear- 
ance, a moft violent an4 boundlefs ambition ; all 
his aéiions were levelied at power, while his dif- 
courfe never betrayed the wiíhes of his heart. His. 
temper was cold and fevere, his geuius adlive and 
piercing: he was valiant without oftentation, and 
politic without addrefs; difdaining the pleafures,- 
or the elegancies of life^ yet eager after the phantom- 
of pre-eminence. He was no ftranger to the mur« 
mu^s of the Engliúi, and was refolved to turn them; 
to his inter^ft : hc therefore accepted the invita- 
tion of the nobility an.d others^ apd ftill more wil-. 
Hngly embarked in the caufe, as he found the male-. 
coatents had concerted^ their- meafures with pru- 
f dence and fecrecy. 

. A fleet was equipped fufficient to tranfpprt fif* 
teen thoufand troops : and it was at- firft given out- 
that this armament was defigned againft France. 
James, at length, began to fee hi^ own errors and- 
the difcontents of the peopl^e ; Kc would now have- 
retrafled his m.eafures in favou?. of Popcry, but it- 
was too late : th^ fleet of the princc was already. 
failed. and had lafujed thirteen thoufand troopjS at 
the village of BroxhQlmc, in Torbay. 

The expeftations of the prince ofOrange fcemcd^ 
at firft, to be fruftrated; very few EngUíhmen of- 
fered him their fcrvices, though the peopk were, 
in gencral, well afFeíled to his defign* Slight re- 
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'l^ulfcs were not fufficient to intímidate a general 
'who had, from early youtli, cncountcred advei^ 
iity ; he continued ten days in expeíiation of be- 
ing joined with the makcohtents wichout foccefs ; 
but> juíl when he began to deliberate about reim- 
barking his forces, he was jotned by fevcral perfons 
of confequence, and the couhtry-people came fiock- 
ing to his (iandard. From this day liis numbers 
beganto increafe ; the nobility, which had com- 
pofed the court and council of King James, now 
'Íeft their old mailer to folicit prote^ion from the 
new. 

Lewis XIV. had long forefeen this defeftion, 
-and had formerly ofFered the king thirty thoufand 
men for his fecurity. This was_ then refufed by 
^James, by the advice of Sunderland» his favourite, 
who was fecretly in the intereft of thc prince óf 
'Orange. James howevcr, now requefted affiftancc 
'from France, when it was too late. He wrote in 
-vain to Leopold, emperor of Germany, who only 
'returned for anfwer, that what he had forefeen had 
happened. He had fome dependence on his fleet, 
but they wcre entirely difafFe£led. In a word, 
his interefts were deferted by all v for he had long 
deferted them himfelf. He was at the head of an ar j 
my of twenty thoufand men, and it is poffible, that, 
had he led them to the combat without granting 
them time for deliberation, they might have 
' fought in his favour : but he was involved in a 
maze of fearsand fufpicions j the defeóiion of thofe 
he nioft coniided in took away his power of deliber- 
ation, and his perplexity was increafed, when told 
that the prince of Denmark and Anne, his favourite 
daughter, had gone over to the prince of Orange. 
in tnis exigence he could not reprefs his tears, and 
Vol. II. H 
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in thc agony of hís he art was bcard to exclaim God 
help mey my oivrt chHdren have forfaken me ! 

Hc now hung over thc prccipícc of deftniAion 4 . 
invaded by one fon-in-law., abandoncd by another, 
hated by his fubjeéis, and detefted by thofe wha 
had fuflered beneath his cruelty. He affeinbled 
the few nobkman who ftill adhcred to his intcrcfts, 
and demanded thcir advice and affiftance. Ad- 
dreíEng himfelf to the earl of Bcdford, fathcr to 
lord RuíTel, wKo was bcheaded by James's intrigues 
in the preceding reign, My lord^ faid he, you are an 
honejl man^ have greai credit^ and can do me Jignaí 
fervice, Ah^ &>, Tcplicd the earl, I amoid and fee" 
iUj Ican do you but little fervice ; hut I onde had a 
fon that could have ajjijled you^ but he ir no more^ 
Jamcs was fo ftruck with this rcply, íhat hc could 
nót fpeak for fome minutes. 

The king was naturally timid ; and fome coun- 
íellors about him, either íharing his fears, or bribed 
by the prmce, contributed to increafe his apprc- 
henfions. They rcminded him of the fate of 
Charlesl. and aggravated the turbulence ofhis peo- 
ple. He was at length, perfuadcd to think ef fly- 
ing from a nation fie could no longer govern, and 
of taking rcruge at thc cotirt of France ; where hc 
was fure of finding affiftance and prptcftion- 
Thus inftruílcdjhe firftfcntaway his quccn, who 
arrivcd fafcly at Calais ; and foon after, dtfguifing 
himfelfina plain drcfs he went down to Fevcr- 
íham, and embarkcd on board a fmall vcflfel for 
Francc. But his misfortuncs ftill continued to 
foliów him ; thc fveflTel was detaincd by the cbm- 
mon people, who not knowing their fovereigttj 
Tobbed, infúlted and abuféd him. He was now 
^rfuadcdr by the earl of Winchclfca to rcturn tp 
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London, \irhere he was once more reccived adiidft 
the acclamations of the people. 

The return of James was by no means agreeable 
to William, though he wcll knew how to diflcmble» 
It was his mterefí: and his defígn to increaíe the for- 
{alen monarch's apprehenfionsy fo as to induce 
himtoily. He therefore received the news of hÍ3 
seturn with a haughtjr a«r, and ordcred him to 
leave Whitehall, and retire to Richmond. The 
king rémonftrated againft Richmond, and defired 
^hat Rochefter might be appointed as the place of 
bis abode. The prince perceived his intention « 
was.to leave the kingdom ; nor did one wifli fot 
flight more ardently than the other defired him away. 
The king foon concurred with his defigns : after 
ftaying but a íhort time at Rochefter) he fied to 
the fea-fide, attended by his natural fon the duke 
of Berwick, where he embarked for France» and ar* 
rived in. fafety, to cnjoy, for the reft of life, the emp- 
ty titleof aking, and the appellation of a faint, a 
title which ft^ Jattered him more. Tbere he 
'continued to rcfide among a people wno pitied^ 
cidiculed, and defpifed him. He inroUed himfelf 
inthe order of the Jefuits ; and the court of Rome» 
for whom hehadloft aUy.repaid him only with in- 
dulgencies and pafquinades. 

Fromthis moment the conftitution of England, 
that had ílu£luated for fo many ages, was fixed.- 
The nation, reprefented by its parliament, deter- 
mined the long contefted limits between the king 
and thc pcoplei^they prefcribed 10 the princeof 
Orange the terms by which he was to rule 5 they 
chofe him for king, jointly with Mary, who was 
the next Proteftant heir to the crown They werc 
crowned by the titlcs of William IIL and Mary, 
king and aueen of England. The prince faw hW 



S8 AN. HISTORY OF EKGLAND, 

ambition at length gratified ; and his wifdom was 
lepaid with that crown vi hich the folly of his pre- 
deceílbr had given away. 



LETTER XLVIiL 

THOUGH 'William was chofen king of Eng^ 
land, his power was limited on every íide ; 
and the oppofition he met with from his parliaments 
ílill leíTened his authority. His fway in HoIIand, 
where he was but the Stadtholder, was far mofe 
arbitrary j fo that he might with greater pro- 
priety, have been called the King of the United 
Provinces, and the Stadtholder of England. He 
was not fufficiently aequainted with the difficulty 
ofgoverning the nation by which he was ele£led ; 
he expefted in them a people ready to fccoríd thc 
views of his ambition in humbling France ; but hc 
found them more apt to fear for the invafion of their 
domeftic liberties from himfelf. 

His reign commenced, however, with the famc 
attempt which had been the principal caufe of all 
the'diftutbances in the preceding reign, and had ex- 
cluded the monarch from the throne. William was 
a Calvinift, and naturally averfe to perfecution. 
He thtrefore began by attempting to repeal thofe^ 
laws tliat enjoined uniformity of -worftiip ; and 
though he could not entirely fucceed in hisdefign, 
yet a toleratïon was granted to fuch difienters as 
fliould take the oaths of allegiance, and hold no 
private conventicles. T he papifts alfo enjoyed the 
íenity of his government ; and, though the hws 
againft them continued to 'fubfift, yct they were 
feldom put into rigorous exccution. What was 
criminal in James was virtuous in hi& fucceflbr; 
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James only wanted to introducc pcrfccution, by 
f retending to difown it ; William was averfc to 
perfecution from principle and none fuiFcred for 
rcligious opinions during his reign. 

But, though WiUiam was acknowlcdged in Eng« 
iand, Scotland was ílill undetermined. The par*- 
liamcQt of that country, howcvcr, foon rccognized 
his authoritjTi and took that opportunity to aboliíh 
epifcopacy, which had long been difagreeable to 
die nation. Nothing now remalned to the depof- 
ed monarch, of all his former domtnions, but 
Ireland. His caufe was efpoufed by ail the catho* 
lics of that country, who were miïch more numc* 
rous there than thofe of the proteftant perfua- 
fion. Thc king of France, either^ touched with 
compailion for hi& fufierings, or willing to weakcA 
a rival kingdom by promoting its iatcrnal diíTcn- 
fions, granted Jamcsa fieet and fome tfoops,- té 
aficrt hts claims tbere. On thc feventh day of : 
May this unhappy monarch cmbarked at Breft,^ 
and on the twenty fecond arrived at Kinfale. He 
was received by the catholics of Ireland with opcA - 
arms^ The proteftants, who were unanimouíly at~ 
tachcd to king. William, had bcen previoufiy difc 
armedby Tyrconnel^ thek lord licutcnant, and a 
papift. James made his public entry into Dublin, 
amidft the acclamations of the inhabitants. He 
was met by. a popiíh procefiion, bearing the hoft^ 
-which he publickly adored 5 and this fcrvcd to alie- 
nate the few proieftants of that kingdom who, 
ftiU adfaiered to his caufe. A fmall p|irty of that 
religion were rcfolved to defend thcir lives and li- 
bcrties in the littlc city of Londonderry. The^. 
were beficged bythe for^es of king James, and fuí- 
fered all thc complicated miferics of war, famine, , 
aod bigQtted cruelty ^ but, determined nevex ^ U>j 
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yield, they rejefted capitulation, and always re- 
pulfed tlie beíiegers with confiderablc lofs. At 
Íength, fupplies and fuccours arriving from Eng- 
j Y) ^Q land, king James's army thought 

^' i proper to raife the fiege. 
The cruelties exercifed upon the proteftants werc 
as íhocking as unneceíTary ; foldiers werc permit- 
ted to piUage them without rcdrefs, and they were 
compelled to receive bafe money in exchange for 
t|;iofe.commodities they wcre forced to fell. But 
their fuíFerings were foon to havc a period. The 
duke of Schomberg was fent over with affiftance ; 
. and William himfelf foon after followed, and landed 
at Carrickfcrgus. He was met by numbers of 
the proteftants who had fied from perfecution ; 
and now, at tbe head of fix and thirty thoufand 
nien, he was refolved to go in queft of the ene- 
my. Having marched to Dundalk, and then to 
Ardee, he, at length, came in fight of the Irifli 
army. The river Boyne lay between the two ar- 
mies, the front of the Irifli being fecured by a 
morafs and a rifing ground. Thefe obílacles were 
infufficient to prevent the ardour of William, who, 
when his friend thc dukc of Schomberg expoftu- 
Jated upon the danger, boldly replied, That a 
tardy viftory would be worfe than a defeat. The 
duke, finding his advice not reliflied, retired to 
his tent in a melancholy manner, as if he had a 
prefciencc of his own misfortune.i Early in the 
morning, at fix o'clqck, king William gave or- 
ders to pafs the river: the army paíTed in threc dif- 
ferent placcs, and the báttle began with unufual vi- 
gouT. 7 he Irifli troops, which have been reckoned 
Jhe beft in Kurope abroad, have always foi>g"ht in^- 
difíêrently at home : they íled, aftcr a long refift- 
anccj with p recipitation, .and left the Fren'ch and 
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Swifs regiments, who came to their aíTiílance, 'to 
make the beft retreat they could. William lcd on 
his horfe in pcrfon, and contributed by his ac- 
tivity and vigilance, to fccure the viíJory. James 
was not in the battle, but ílood aloof, during the 
a£tion, on the híll of Dunmore, furrounded with 
fome fquadrons of horfe ; and, at intervals, was 
heard to exclaim, when he faw his own troops rc- 
pulíing the enemy, O fpare my Engltjh fuhjcBs ! 
The Iriíh loft about fifteen hundred men, and thc 
Englifti about one third^ of that number -, but the 
death of the duke of Schomberg, who was íhot 
as hc was croífing the water, feemed to outweigh 
all thc numbers of the enemy. He had been long 
a foldier of fortune, and fought under almoft 
cvery power in Europe. His íkill in war was un^ 
parallclled, and his fidelity equal to his courage. 
The number of battles in which he had been per- 
fonally engaged, was faid to equal thc number of 
his years and he died aged eighty-two. James 
fled, regardlefs of the fafety of his foldiers. Wil- 
liam rode round the fccne of flaiigbter relieving the 
wounded, as well of the enemy*s troops as his own. 
O Regan, an old Iriíh Captain, was heard to fay 
upon this occafion, That, rï the Engliíh would ex- 
change generals, the conquercd army would fight 
the battlc over again. 

This blow totally depreíTed the hopes of James: 
he fled to Dublin, advifcd the magiftratcs to get 
the beft terms they could from the viftor, then fet 
out for Waterford, where he embarked for Fran'ce, 
in a veflcl prepared for his Tcceptíon. Had hc 
poflTefled either conduft or courage, he might ftiH 
have héaded his troops, and fought with 'advan- 
tage ; but prudcnce forfook him with good for» 
tune. 
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His friends were ftiU refolved to fecotid his in^ 
tereíts, though he had abandoned them himfelf^ 
After his retreat, another defperatc battle was 
fought at Aughrim, in which his adverfaries werc 
again vi£lorious. Limerick, a ftrong city in thc 
fouthern part of thc kingdom, ftill hcld out in hia- 
favour. The city was befieged, and made a brave 
j r^ ^ defencej but defpairingof the king'a- 

9 ' fortunes, the garrifon, at length, ca- - 
pitulatcd. The Roman catholics, by this capitu- 
lation, were reftored to the cnjoyment of fuch li- 
berty in thc exercife of their religion as thcy had 
pofleíTed in the reign of Charles the U. and about 
fourteen thoufand of thofe who had fought in fa- 
vouT of King James, had permiffion to go over to 
Erance, and tranfports were provided for their 
reception. 

The Gonqueft of Ireland. being thus completed^. 
thc only hopcs of the fugitive king now dependcd 
on the affiftance of Lewis XíV. who promifed to 
make a defcent upon England in his favour. Thc 
French king w^s punftual; he fupplied tKe fu-- 
gitive monarch with an army confifting of a body 
of Frcnch troops, fome Engliíh and Scotch re— 
fugces, and the Irifti regimcnts which had becn 
tranfported from Limerick into France, by long 
difcipline now become exccUent foldicrs* This 
acray was aíTdmbled between Cherbargh and La 
Hogue: king Jame^ commanded it in.perfon; and^ 
luore than thrce hundred tranfports were providcd 
for landing it on the Englifli fliorc. Tourville, 
the French admiral, at the head of fixty-three 
íhips of the line, was appointed to favour the de- 
fcent, and had orders to attack the enemy, if they 
íhoald attcmpt to oppofe bim. All things coa*< 
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fpíred to revive thc liopes of thc hitherto unfor- 
tunate king. 

Thefe preparations on the ficle of France wcre 
foon known at the court ofEnghuid, a tx ^ 

, . ^ , r ^ * A. D. 1002» 

and precautions were taken for a vi- ^ 

gorous oppoíition : all the fecret machinations 
of the baniíhed king's r.dherents v/ere early dif- 
covered to the Engliíli miniftry by fpics, and 
they took propcr nieafures to defent thtm. Ad- 
miral Rufíel was ordered to put to fea with all 
poffible difpatch ; and he fcon appeared with 
ninety-nine íhips of the line, beíides frigates and 
fire-fhips. Both fleets mct at La Hogue. On the 
fuccefs of this engagement all the hopes of James 
depended ; but the viélory was on the fide of the 
Eagliíh, and of numbers. The combat continued 
ten hours, and the purfuit two days. Fifteen French 
men of war were deftroyed ; and the blow was fo 
decifive, that from that time France feemed to re- 
linquifli her claims to the ocean. 

James was now reduced to the loweft ebb of dc- 
fpondence: his defigns upon England were quitc 
fruftrated, nothing was now left his friends but 
terrors anddefpair, br the hopes of afl^affinating thc 
monarch on the throne Thefe bafe attempts, as 
barbarous as they were ufelefs, were not entirely 
difagreeable to the temper of James ; it is faid^ he 
encouraged and propofed them : but they all ended 
in the deftruélion of thcir undertakers. He pafl^ed 
the reft of his days at St. Germains, a penfioner 
on the bounties of Lewis, and affifted by occafional 
liberalities from his daughter, and friends in Eng- 
Jand. He died in 1700. at St. Germains. Some 
pretend that miracles were wrought at his tomb. 
We have fecn few depofed kings that have not died 
with a reputation forfanólity. 
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Thc defeat at La Hogue confirmcd kíng Wil- 
Ham's fafety and title to the crown ; thc JaGobites 
were now a feeblc and difunitcd faftion ; new 
parties therefore arofe among thofe who had been 
friends of thc revolution, and William found as- 
much oppoíition from his parliamcínt at home, as- 
from the enemy in the field. His chief motive for 
accepting the crown was to engage England more^ 
deeply in the concerns of Europe. It had ever 
been his ambition to humble the French, whom 
be confidred as the moíl formidable enemies of 
that liberty which he idolized ; and all his poli- 
tics lajr in making alliances agaii^íl them. Manjr. 
of the Ënglifhy on the other hand, had neither 
the fame animofiíy againíl the French, nor the fame 
terrors of their increafing power : they therefore 
confidered the intereíls of the nation as facriíTced 
to foreign connexions, and' complained, that che- 
war on the continent fcll moft heavily on them, 
though they had the leaft intereft in its fuccefs. To 
thefe motives of difcontcnt was added his partialityi 
to his own countrymen, in prejudice of his Eng- 
liíh fubje£^s, together with his proud refeïve and. 
fullen filence, fo unlike the behaviour of all their 
former - kings. WiIIiam heard their complaints 
with the moft phlegraatic indifference ; thc intereft 
of Europe alone employed all his attention; but 
while hc inceflantly watchcd over the fchemes of 
contending kings and nations» he was unmindful 
of the cultivation of internal polity. Patriotifm 
was ridiculed as an ideal virtue ; the praftice of 
bribing a majority in parliament, became univeir- 
fal. The example of the great was caught up by 
the vulgar : all principle, and even decency, wa» 
gradually banifiied; taients lay uncultivated ». and. 
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Hkt Ighorant and profligate were rcceived into fá- 
vour. 

William, upon accepting thc crown, was ' re- 
^olved to preferve, as much as he was able, the 
privileges of a fovereign. He was, as yct, cn-. 
tirely ' unacquainted with thc nature of a limited 
^nonarch, which was not then thoroughly under- 
ftood in any part of Europe, except in England 
alonej he therefore often controverted the views 
of his païliament, and was direfted by arbitrary 
councils. One of the firft inftances of this was, 
in the oppofition he gave to the bill for triennial 
parliaments ; it had paíTcd thc two houfes, and was 
ícnt up to receive the royal aflcnt, which William 
Tcfufed to grant : thê commons then voted, that 
whoever advifed the king to this meafure was an 
cnemy to his country. The bill, tlius rejefted, 
lay dormant for another feafon ; and, being a^ain 
brought in, the lang found himfelf obliged, though 
reluÓantly, to comply. The fame oppofition, 
and the fame fuccefs, attended a biU for regulating 
trials in cafes of high treafon, by which the ac* 
cufed was allowed a copy of his indi£iment, and 
a lift of the names of his jury, two days beft)rc 
his trial, together with council to plead in his 
defence : that no perfon íhould be indifted, but 
upon the -oaths of two faithful witncffes. This 
was one of the moft falutary laws that had been 
long ena£led ; buí wliiie penal ftatutes were miti* 
gated on one hand, they were ftrangely increafed 
by a number of others. 

The great bufinefs of the -paTliament, from this 
period, feemed to confift in reftraining corruption, 
and brÍRging fuch to juftice as had grown weaithy 
drom thc plunder of the publick. The number o£ 
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laws that were now ena£ted every feíQon feemeá 
calculated for the fafety of the fubjeéi ; but in 
reality, were fyniptoms of the univerfal corruption. 
The more corrupt the commonwcalth, the more 
numerous are the laws. • 

William was willing to admit all thé reílraints 
they chofe to lay on the royal prerogative in £ng^ 
land, upon condition of being properly fupplied 
with the means ofhumbling the powet ofFrance. 
War, and foreign politics were all he knew, or 
defired to underftand. The fums of money granted 
him for the profecution of this war were incredible, 
and the nation, not contentcd with furniíhing him 
with fuch fupplies as thcy were immediately ca* 
pable of raifing, involved themfclves in debts, 
which they have never fince been able to difcharge. 
For all this profufion England rcceived in return, 
the empty teward of military glory in Flanders, 
andthe. confcioufnefs of having gíVen the Dutch> 
whom they faved, fre^juent opportuniiies of being 
ungratcful. 

The treaty of Ryfwick, at length,put an end to 

A n ifSo*7 ^ ^^^' ^" which England had engagcá 
^'* withoutintereft,and came oíFwithout 
advantage. In the general pacification her intereft 
feemed entirely deferted ; and, for all her blood and 
treafure, the only cquívalent íhc received, was the 
king of France's acknowledgment^of king William's 
title to the crown. 

The king, now freed from a foreign war, laid 
himfelf out to ftrengthen his authority at home. 
He conceived hopes of keeping up the forces that 
were granted him in timeof war, during the con- 
tinuance of pcace i but he wa<$ not a little mor- 
tified to find that the commons had pafled a vote, 
tkat all the forces in Engliíh pay, exceeding feveii 
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^ïióufátid men flïould be fórtht^Kth difbánded; and 

that thofe tetámcd; íhould be naturál EnglHh fub* 

'jeéls. A ftandïng army wasthis monarch's greateft 

delight: he had beeft bréd up in camps, and knew 

no other pleafure but that of reviewing troopá, or 

di£láting tb gemftals. He profeííed himfcif thcrc- 

'fore entirdy difplerfed with the propofal j and his 

indignatioh was kindled to fuch a pitch, that hc 

aftualljr coticeived a defign of abandoning the go- 

vefnment. pis hiinifters, however diverteil him 

fram this rcfolution, and perfuadcd him to cori- 

"fent to pafBng the bíU. Such were the alterca- 

tions betweeh the kihg aftd his párliament ; which 

continued during this reign. Hc confidc'red his 

'commons as a fet of nríen defirous of power, and 

confeqaiently rcfólvcdr4ipo»''t5Sflrufting all his pro- 

jeflts. He feemed but Httle attáched to any patty 

fn the houfe ; he veered from whigs to tories, as 

intereft, or immediate exigence, de<nanded. Eng- 

land he confidered as a^ piace of labour, anxiety, 

ïuid altetcation. He ufcd to rétire tú hís feat at 

Loo, in HoHand, for thófe moments which he de- 

dicated to pleafure ór tranquillltý* It \ýas in this 

-tiuiet retreat he plánhed the different fucceífions oí 

Europc, and laboured to undermine the politicá 

^of Lewis XIV. his infidious rival xh power and 

in fame. Againft France his refentment jvas ever 

ícvelled ; and he had made vigorons-^ïcparations 

for entering into a new war with that kingdonij 

when death interrópted the execution ^ p. 

ofhis fchemes. He was naturally of "^' ^ *7*^'* 

a very feeblc conftitution, and if wás how almoft 

exhaufted by a life of contihual aftion and carc. 

Hc cndeavoufed to conceal the incrcafe of his in- 

Ifirmhies, and rcpair his health by riding. In onc 

*of hís excurfidns to Hampton-'COurt, hts horfe fell' 

Vol. II. I 
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under hini, and he himfelf was thrown ofF with 
fuch violence that his collar"bone was fraílured. 
This, in a robuft conftitution, wóuld have bcen 
si trifling misfortune, but to him it was fatal. Per- 
ceiving his end approach, the objefts of his for- 
mcr care ftill lay next his heart ; the interejíls of 
Europe ftill filled him with concern. The earl 
of Alberaarle arriving from HoUand, he conferrei 
with him in private on the pofture of aíFairs 
abroad. Two days after, having received the fa- 
crament from archbiftiop Tennifon, he expired, in 
the fifty-fecond year of his age, after having reigned 
thirtecn years. 

William left behind him the charaíier of a great 
politician, though he had never been popular ; and 
a formidable general, though he was feldom vifto- 
Tious : his deportment was grave and fuIlen,.nor 
did he ever fhcw any fire, but in the day of battle. 
He defpifed flattery, yet loved dominion. Greater 
as the general of Holland, than the king of Eng- 
land ; to the one he was a father, to the other a fuf- 
picious friend. He fcrupled not to employ the en- 
gines of corruption to gain his ends ; and while he 
increafed the power of the nation he was brought to 
govern, he cQntributed, in fome meafure, to corrupt 
their morals. 



LETTER. XLIX. 

THE diftrefl^es occafioned by the dcath of princeí 
are not fo grcat, or fo fincere, as the furvi- 
vors would fondly perfuade us The lofs of king 
WiIHam was, at firft, thought irreparable; but 
the profperity which the kingdom feemed to ac- 
quirc under his fucceflbr, queen Anne, íhewed thc 
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contrary. Thís princefs was the fecond daughtcï^ 
of king James by his firft wife : íhe w^as, by the 
hiother's íidey defcended from chancellor Hyde, 
afterwards earl oí Clarendon ; and had beea mar* 
ried to the prince of Denmark, before her accef- 
fion to the crown. She afcended tlie throné in thc 
thirty-eighth yearof her agc, having undergone 
many viciíEtudes after the expulfión of her .father, 
and many fevcre mortifícations during thc reign of 
the late king^ but naturally poficíl'ed of an even,. 
ferene temper, íhe either was infenfible of the difre- 
fpe£): íhewn her, or had wifdom to conceal her re- 
fentment. 

Shecame to the throne withthefame hoíllle díf- 
pofition toward France^ in which the late monarch 
died. Shc was wholly guided by the countcfs of 
Marlborough, a woman of mafculine fpiiit, and 
remarkable for intrigue, both in politics and gal- 
'lantry. This lady advifed a vigorous exertion of 
the Éngliíh power againft France, as íhehad al- 
ready marked the earl, her huíband, forcondufting 
all the operations both in the cabinet and the field. 
Thus influenced, the queen took early meafures to 
confirm her allies» the Dutch, with aíTurances of 
union and afliftance. 

Lewis XIV. oow grown famiHar with difap- 
pointraent and difgrace, yet ftill fpurring oaan ex- 
iiaufted kingdom to fecond the views of his aníbi- 
tion, expeáed, from the death of king William, 
a field open for conqueft and glory. The vigi- 
lance of his late rival had blafted his laurels, and 
circumfcribed hispower :.for, even after a defeat, 
William ftill was formidable. At the news of hi$ 
death, therefore, the French monarch could not 
fupprefs his joy, and his court at Verfailles feemed 
to liave forgottcn its ufual decorum in the fiiicerity 
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of thelr rapture. But their pleafure was foon to 
d^tennine. ; a much more formidaUe enemy was 
n(0W rifmg up to oppofe them ; a roDre able war<r 
rior, and one backed by the eflfbrts of ^n tndulgent 
miftrefsaud a willijng nation. 

ImmediaJtely upon the queen's acceffioni war waa 
declared againft the French king, and that monarch 
was accufed of attempting to unite the crown of 
Spain to his own dominions, by placing his grand- 
fon upon tbe throne of that kingdom ; thus attempt- 
i&g tQ deftroy theequality of power aiaaong the ftates 
€f ËurQpe. This declaration was foon feconded 
with vigorous eíForts ; an alllance was formed be>* 
tween the Imperialifts, the Dutch, and the Engliflis 
who contributed more to the fupport of the war than 
the two other united. Marlborough was fent ovor 
toconimanc} tbe EngiiOi army, and the alliesded»* 
T€d him gen^raltflimo of ali their forccff. Never 
was a man bettcr calculated for dcbate and a£tioo 
than.he ; ferene ifi the midft of danger, and cool in 
all. tbe fury of battle. While his counteís govern- 
ed the queen, his intrigues govemed the kingdom. 
An indefatigabie warrior wbiie in camp, and a Íkil<« 
ful pohtician. in courts \ he thus became the moft 
fatai enemy to France that Ëngland had produced 
fince the conquering times of Crcáy and Agincourt. 

This general had learned the art of war under 
the famous marQiai Turenne, having been a volun- 
teer in his army. Hes at that time, went by tho 
name of the Handfome Evglijbman ; but Turenne 
forefaw his future greatnefs. He gavc the firft 
proofs of his wifdom by advancing the fubaltern 
oíhcers, whofe nierit had hitherto been neglefbed : 
he gaincd the enemy's pofts without fighting, ever 
advancin^i and nevQr lofing one advantage virhich 
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he had gained. To this general was ^ j^ 
oppofed, on the fide of France,- thc ' * 7 4» 
duke of Burgundy, grandfon of the king ; a youth 
more qualified to grace a court, than condu£b an ar- 
mj : the maríhal Bouflers commanded under him, a 
man of courageand a£livity. But thefe qualifications 
in both were forccd to give way to the fuperior pow- 
crs of their adverfary : aftcr having been forccd to 
rctire by the íkilful marchcs of Marlborough, after 
having feen feveral towns taken, they gave up all 
hopes of aéling ofí^nfivcly, and conciuded the cam- 
paign with refolutions to profecute the next with 
greater vigour. 

Marlborough, upon his return to London, re- 
ceived the rewards of his merit, being thanked by the * 
houfe of commons, and created a duke by the queen; 
The fuccefs of one campaign but fpurred on the 
Engliíh to aim at new triumphs. Marlborough next ' 
feafon returned to the field, with larger authority, 
and greater confidcnce from' hisformer fuccefs. He 
began the campaign by taking Bonne, the rcfidence 
of the cleílor of Cologne j he .ncxt retook Huys,', 
Limbourg, and became mafter of all the Lowcr 
Rhine. The maríhj^l Villeroy, ,fon yf r\ < 

to the kingof France'sgovernor, and • • 7 • 

cducated with him, was now general of the Frcnch 
army. He was evcr a favourite of Lewis, and had " 
Íhared his pleafures and his campaigns. H^ was 
brave, virtuoug, and polite, but uneqúal to the great 
taík of cpmraand ; and ftill more fo, when*oppofed 
to fogreat a riva]. 

Marlborough, fenCble of ihe abiUties of his an- 
tagonift, was refolvcd, inftead of immediately op- - 
pofing him, to íly to the fuccour - of the eHiperor, > 
his ally, who loudly requeftcid his adiftance, being , 
prefled 0X1 every fide by a laborious enemy» .Thaw 

l3. 
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Ëngliíh generaly who wa$ refolved to flrílce a vigoi» 
rcTus blow for his TcHef, took with him about thíi> 
teen thoufand .Engiiíh troops, traverfed extenfive 
countries by haíly marches, arrived at thébanksof 
die.Danube» defeated a body of French and Bava- 
rians ftationed at Donavert to oppofe him, paíTed 
the Danttbe, and laid the dukedom of Bavariai that 
had ílded with the French, under contribution. 
ViUeroy, who at firft attempted to foUow his mo* 
tIon$, feenied, all at once, to bave loft ^ht of his- 
enemy ; nor was he a|^rifed of his rout tiU he was^ 
infprmed of his fuceefles. 

Marfiial Tallard prepared,' by another rout, to^ 
ebftruél the duke of Marlborough's r^reat, with 
thirty thoufand men. ^ He was foon after joined by^ 
the duke of Bavaria's forces i fo that the French 
army amounted to a bpdy of fixty thoufand dif-^ 
cipllned veterans, commanded by the two beft re- f 
puted generals at that time in France. Tallard 
had eftabliftied hís reputation by former viAories ^. 
he was a£i:ive, penetrating, and hs^d rifen by the 
diot ef. merit alone. But this ardour often rofe to 
impetuoíity; and he was fo íhort fighted, as to be 
unable to diftinguifti at the fmalleft dtftance. Oa 
the other hand, the duké of Mariborough was now 

Í'oíned by the prince Ëugene^ a general bred up^ 
Tom his infancy in camps, and equal to Marlbo- 
rough in intrigu^ and military knowledge. Their 
talents were congenial ; and all tbeir defígns fcemed 
tb í)qw bttt from once fource. Their army« when« 
combined, amounted to about fifty-two thoufand* 
men; troops that had been aceuftomed to conquer^. 
andhadfeen the French, the Turks, andthe Ruf- 
jians, fiy before thém. Ás this batlle, both &oni 
the talents of the generals, the improvements itk 
Ibe ari 6Í wari the numbet and difeipUne of tha 
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troops, and the greatnefsof thc contcncling powers, 
is reckoned the moft remarkable of this century, it. 
demands a more particular detail. 

The French were pofted on a hill, their right 

, being covered by the Danube and tíe villarge of 

Blenheim, and commanded by marflial Tallard ; 

, their leftwas dcfended by a village, and headed by , 

their eledlor andMatfin, an expcrienced French ge- 

neral. In the front of thcir army ran a rivulct, the 

banks of which are ftcep, and the bottom maríhy, 

Marlborough and Eugene wcnt together to obfetve 

thc pofture of the Frcngh forces. Notwithftanding 

their advantageous fituation, thcy wcre refolved to 

attack thcm immediatcly. The battlc began between 

twelve and one in the aftcrnoon. Marlborough at 

the head of the Engliíli troops, having paíFcd the ri- 

▼ulet, aftacked the cavalry of Tallard on the right; 

This gcncral was at that time reviewing the difpo- 

fition of his troops on thc left 5 and the cavalry 

fought for fome timc without the prefence of their 

general. Prince Eugenc, on the left, had not yct 

attackcd the forces of the elcfior ;. and it was an 

hour bcfore he could bring his forccs up to the en- 

gagement. 

Tallard had no fooncr Bnderftood that his right 
was attacked by the duke, but híe fiew to its head. 
Hc found the furious encounter already begun, his 
cavalry thrice rcpnlfed, and rallied a^ oftcn. He 
bad a large body of forces in the viUage of Blen- 
hciuï ; he made an attempt to bring them to thé 
charge. They were attacked by a pait of Marl- 
borough'S forc^s fo vigoroufly, that, inftead of 
aífifting the main body, they could hardly main« 
tain thcií ground. Ali the French cavalry, bcing 
now attacked in flank, waá totally defeated. The 
£nglifii army, thus haU viótorioas^ pierccd up 
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between the two bodiesof the French, commandecí 
by the marfnal and the eleólor, while at the fame 
time the forces in the yillage of BJenheim were fe- 
parated by another detachment. In this terrible íi- 
tuation, Tallard flew to rally fome fquadrons, but^ 
from his Ihort-fightednefs, raiíiaking a detachment 
of the enemy for his own, he was taken prifoner bv. 
the HeíTian troops, who werein Engliíli pay. In the- 
mean time, prince Eugene on the ieTt, after having. 
been thrice repulfed, put the enemy into confuíion. 
The rout then became gencral, and the flight preci* 
pitate. The conílernation was fuch, that the Frcnch. 
foldiers threw themfeives into the Danube without 
knowing where they fled ; the officers loít ali their 
authority ; there was no general left to fecure a ce- 
treat. The allies wete now mafters of the field of. 
battle, and furrounded the viHage of Blenheim,. 
. where a body of thirteen thoufand men had been 
pofted in the beginning of the a6lion, and ftill^ kept 
their ground. Thefe troops, feeing themfelves cut 
oíFfrom all communication witli the reft of the 
army, threw down tlieir arras, and furrendered. 
themfelves prifoners of war.- Thus ended the bat- 
tle of Blenheim, one of the moft complete vi<£tories 
that was ever obtained. Twelve thoufand French' 
and Bavarians were flain in the field, or drowned^ 
in the Danube ; thirteen thoufand were made pri- 
foners of war. Of the allies about five thoufand 
men v/ere killed, and eight thoufand wounded or 
taken. * 

The lofs of the battle is imputed to two capital 
errors committed by maríbai Tallard ; firft weak- 
ening the centre, by detachingfuch a number of. 
troops to the village of Blenheim ; and then fuíFer-t 
ÍDg theconfederates to pafs the rivulet, and form 
uiimpleftcd. The next day, when the. duke o£ 
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MarlboTough vlfíted his prlfoner, the maríhal paíd 
birn the CDmpHment of having overcome thc beft 
troops in the world. I hope^ Sir replied the duke> 
you ivill except thofe by nohom they ^vere conquered. 

A country of an hwndered leagues extent fell, by 
this defeat, into the hands of the viftor. 

Having thus fucceded beyond his hopes, the duke 
once more returned to England wherc he found the 

Ïeoplein a tranfport of joy : he was welcomcd as an 
ero who had retricved thc glory of thc nation : and 
ibe queen, the parliafnent, and the peopJc, were rea- 
dy to fecond bim in all his defigns. The manor qí 
Woodftock was conferred upon him fbr his ferviee^ \ 
-and the lor4 keeper, in the name of^ y. it ^ 
the peers, honourcd him with that * ' ' * 
.praife he fo wcil deferv.ed. 

The fuccefs of the laft cannpaign induced tbe 
Engliíh to increafe* their fupplies for the next, and 
the duke had íixed upon the Mofelle for the ftsene 
of aflion ; but being difappolnted by prince Lewi^» 
•who promrfed his affiftance, he returned to the Ne- 
therlands to oppofc ViHeroy, who, in his abfence, 
undertook the fiegc of Liegc. Villeroy, having 
.jeceived advice of the duke*s approachf abandoncd 
his enterprife, and retreated within his lines* 
Marlborough was rcfolved to force them. He led 
fais troops to the charge ; afeer a warm, but fliort,, 
engagcfnent, thcenemy's horfe were defeated with 
^reat ílaughter. Thc infantry, bcing abandoncd^ 
retreated in great difordcr to an advant^geous poft, 
where they agaín drew up in order of battle. Had 
the duke been permitted to takc advantage of their 
conftcrnation, as he propofed, it is poí&ble he 
might have gained a complet3e viéiory ; but he was 
oppofed by the Dutch officers, who reprefented it 
ÍD fuch a light to thc deputie? of tbe StateSj th%t 
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theyrefufed to coíifeni: to its execiitíon. This ti- 
inidity was highly refented in England, and laid thc 
firíl foundatioa offufpecling the Dutch*s fidelity ; 
they were fecretly accufed of a defirc to protradi 
the war, by which they alone, of all the powers in. 
Europe were gainers., 

While thearms of England were crowned with 
fuccefá in the Netherlands, they were not lefs for- 
tunate in Spain, where eíForfs vvere made to fix 
Charles, duke of Auftria, uppn the throne Thc 
greateft part of that kingdom had deckred in favour 
of Philip IV. grandfon to Lewis XIV. who had 
bcen nominated fucceffor by the late king of Spain's 
wilj. We have already íeen, that, by a former 
treaty among the powers of Europe, Charles af 
Auílria was appointed heir to that crown ; and 
thistrcaty had been guaranteed by France herfelf, 
who now intended to reverfe it in favour of a de- 
fcendanfrof the houfe of Bourbon. Charles there- 
fore cntered Spain, affifted by the arms of Eng- 
land, and invited by the Cataloniahs, who had 
declared in his favour. He was furniíhed with 
two hundred tranfports, thirty íhips of war, ninc 
thoufand men ; and the earl of Peterborough, a 
man of even romantic bravery, was placed at their 
head. 

One of the firft exploits of thefe forces was ta 
take Gibraltar, which had hitherto been dcemecl 
impregnable. A ledge of lofty rocks defended' it 
almoft on every fide by land, and an open and 
ftormy bay took away all fecurity for íhipping by 
féa : a few troops were therefore capable of de- 
fending it againft.the moft numerous armies. The 
fecurity of the garrifon proved their ruin. A de^ 
tachment of eight hundred marines were landed 
upon that neck of levcl ground whlch joins it ta^ 
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l3ic continent. Thefc wcre incapable of attcmptlng 
any thing efi^e£lua]j and even deílitute of hopes of 
fucceeding. A body of failors, in boats, were or- 
dered to attack an half-ruined mole ; tljey took pof- 
'feffion of the platform, untcrrified by a minc that 
blew up an hundred men in the air ; with the utmoít 
iiitrepidity they kept iheir ground, and, being fooa 
joined by other feamea^ took a redoubt, bctweerf the 
mqlc and thc town, by ftorm. The governor was 
Dow obliged to capitulate : and the piince of Heíïê 
entered the town, amazed at the fuccefs of fo def- 
perate an enterprize. This was a gJorious and an 
ufeful acquifition to tlie Britiíh dominicns ; their 
trade to the Mediterranean was thus fecured ; and 
they had here a repofitory capablc of containing all 
•things neceíTary for the repairing of fleets, or thc 
equipment of annies. 

Soon after thetaking of this important garrifon, 
the Engliíh fleet, now mi'ftrefs of the feas, attacked 
the French Admiral, who commanded fifty-two íhips 
of war. After an obftinate conteft, the Edgliíh 
bccame viftorious : the French fleet failed away, 
-norcould it be brought again to the engagemcnt, 
though the loflx:s on either fide were equal. This 
iniay be reckoned the final eflbrt of France by fea ; 
in all fubfequent engagements thcir chief care was 
rather to confult means of efcape than of vi£lory. 
Nor yet were the French and Spaniards willing to 
fuffer Gibraltar to be taken vtnthout an tff'oxt for 
reiprifah Philip fent an army to retake it, and 
Trance a fleet «f thirteen ftilps of thc line : both 
were cqually unfuccefsful ; part of the fleet was 
difperfed by sí tempeft, and another part laken by 
thcEnglifti.; whileihe arroy, having made littlc or 
no progrefs by land, was obliged to abandon the ^n* 
-tcrjrife. 
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Nor were the EngHffi lefs fuecefsful in aflertmg^ 
thetiile of Charles to the kingdorti- Their amiy waB 
xómmanded by the earl of Peterborough, one of thc 
ntoft fingular and extraordinary men of the age. At 
fifteen he fought againft the -Moora in Africay at 
twenty he aífifted in compaffing the revolution : he 
Xiow carried on this war in Spain, almoft at his own 
cxpence ^ and his friendíliip for the duke Charle&^ 
was hts ftrongeft motive to underlake it. He was 
déformed in peffon, but of a mind the moft generous 
atïd aftive that ever infpired an honeft bofom. His 
ifirft attempt in Spain was to befiege Barcelona, a 
ftrong city, with a garrifon of five thoufand men, 
while his own army amounted to but feven 'thou* 
fand. Never was an attcmpt morê bold, or more 
fortunate. The operations bcgan, by a fudden at*. 
tack on Fort Monjuice, ftrongly fituated on a hill 
that commanded the city. The out-works werê 
taken by ítorm j a fliell chanccd to fall into thc 
body of the fort, and blew upthe magazine of pow* 
der : the garrifon of the fort was ftruck with con- 
Hernation, and furrendered without farther refift^ 
ance. Thetown ftiU remained unconquered 5 the 
Bnglifti general ereíied balteries againft it, and, ifi 
a few days the governot capitulatcd. During the 
interval of capitulation, the Germans and Catalo- 
nians in the Engliíli army had entercd the townj 
and^ were plundering all before them. The go- 
Vernor thought himfelf betrayed ; hc upbraideá 
the treachery of the general. Peterborough flew 
among the plundcrers, d^ove them fl^om theír prey, 
und returncd foon aftcr coolly to finiíh the capitu- 
iatíon. The Spaniards were equally amazed at the 
generofity of the Engliftí, and the bafenefs of 
'lhcÍT ownr countrymen, who had lcd on to thc fpoil. 
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The conqueft of all Valcncia fuccccdcd the tak- 
ing of this impoTtant place : the enemy, aftcr a 
defeated ajbtempt to retake Barcelona, faw thcm*- 
felvesdeprivedof almoft every hope ; the party of 
Charies was increafing every day ^ he became ndaf* 
tcr of Arragon, Carthagena, and Grenada ; the 
roád to Madrid, their capital city, lay open bcfore 
him ; the earl of Galloway entered it in triumph, 

• and there proclaimcd Charlcs king of Spain withottt 
farther oppoGtion. 

The Engliíh had fcarcc time to rcjoíce at thefc 
fucccfles of their arms, when their attention was 
tumedlo new vidlories in Flanders. The duke of 
M?irlborough had early commenced the campaign, 
and brought an army of eighty thoufand men into 
the field, and ftill expefted , reinforcements from 

' Denmark and Pruflia. The court of France was 
refolved to attack him before this junftion. Vil* 
leroy, who commanded an army confifting of eighty 
thoufand men, near Tirlemont, had orders tocn* 
gage. He accordingly drew up his forces in a 
ftrong camp ; his right was flanked by the rivct 
Mehaígne,hÍ5 left was pofted behinda maríh, and 
the viliage of Ramillies lay in the centre. Marl* 
borough, who perceived this difpofitron, drew up 
his army accordingly. He knew that the enemy^s 

• left could not pafs the marfti, to attack him, but 
at a great difadvantage i he therefore weakened his 
troops on that quarter, and thundered on the cen- 
tre withfuperior numbers. Tbeyftood but a ftiort 
time in the centre, and at Íength gave way on áll 
fides. The horfe abandoned thcir fobt, and were 
fo clofely purfued, that almoft all were cut in 
pieees. Six thoufand men were taken prifoners^j 
and abbut eight tkoufand were killed or wouiided. 
This v'iStory vvas almoft* as fígnal as that of Bicn» 
Vol. II. K 
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hcim ; Bavaria and Cologne wcrc thc fruits of thc 
onC| and all Brabant was gained by the other. The 
French troops wcre difpirited, and the city of Paris 
overwhclmed with confternation. Lewis XIV. 
who had long been flattered with conqueft, was now 
. humbled to fuch a degree as almoft to excite tbe 
compaílion of his cnemics i he entreated for peace» 
but in vain ; the allics carried all before them, and 
his very capital dreaded the approach of the coq- 
qucrors. What neither his powcr, his armiesinor 
his politics» could effe£t, a party in England per- 
formed : and the difleníion betwcen the whigs and 
the tories faved the dominions of France, thac now 
fecmed ready for ruin. 



LETTER L. 

l^ UEEN Anne*s councils had hithcrto been go- 
^"^^verncd by awhig miniftry ; thcy ftillpurfued 
the fchemes of the laté king, and upon rcpublican 
principles, ftrove to diíFufe freedom throughout 
Europc. In a government, where the reafoning 
of individuals, retired from powert gencraliy leads 
thofe who command, the defigns of the miniftry 
muft change, as the people happen to alter. The 
queen's perfonal virtues, hcr fucccfles, her adula« 
tion from the throne, contributed all to change thc 
difpofition of the nation ; they now began to dcfcnd 
hcreditary fucccflion, non-refiftance, and divinc 
right ; they were now become tories, and wcre 
ready to controvert the defigns of a whig miniftryj 
whencver a leader offered to condu£l them to thc 
charge. 

Thefc difcontents were, in fome meafure, in- 
creafed by á meditated ui^ion between the two king- 
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doms of England and Scotland. The treaty for 

this purpofe was chiefly managed by the miniftry 5, 

and although it was fraught with numberlefs be- 

nefíts to either kingdom, yet it raifed the murmurs 

of both. The Engliíli expeéied nothing from the 

union of fo poor a nation, but the participation of 

their neceílities 5 they thought it unjuft, that, while* 

Scotland was granted an eight part of the legifla- 

ture, ic yet íhould be taxed but a fortieth part of 

the fupplies. On the other hand, the Scots confi- 

dered that their independency would be quite^ 

deftroyed', and the dignity of their crown betrayed ; 

tkcy drcaded an incrcafe of laxes, and feemed not. 

much to efteem the advaptages of an increafed 

trade. In every political meafure there are dif- 

advantages on every íide, which may be fuflíicicnt 

to deterthe timid, but which a bold lcgiftator dif^- 

regards. The union, after fome <y / ^r 

ftruggles, was efFefted ; Scotland ^"'^ "* ^ '®^' 

was no longer to have a parliamcnt, but to fcnd 

fixteen peers, chofen from the body of thcir no- 

biUty, and ^forty-five commoners. The two king- 

doms were called by the common name of Great 

Britain : and all the fubjefts of both were to enjoy 

acommunication of privikges and advantages. 

This meafure, which ftrengthened the vigour 
of government by uniting its force, feemed to 
threaten the enemies of Great Britain with dan- 
gers abroad ; but the difcontents of the nation at 
home prevented the efFefts of its newly-acquircd^ 
power. The tories, now become the majority, 
were difpleafed with the whig miniftry ; they looked' 
with jealoufy on the power of the eari of Godol- 
phin and the duke of Marlborough, who had long- 
governed the queen, and laviflied the treafures of' 
the nation on conqueft^ morc glorious than fervicc- 

K 2 
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able- Tothem the people imputed the burthens 
under which they now groanedj and othcrs which 
they had reafon to fear. The loís of a battle near 
Alraanaza in tSpain^ where the Engliíh a.rmy were 
laken prifoners, under the command of thc earl of 
GaJIoway, with fome other mifcarriages, tended 
to heighten their difpleafure, and difpelled the ine- 
briation of forraer fuccefs. The tories did not fail 
to inculcate and exaggcrate thefe caufes of difcon- 
tent, while Robert Harley, afterwards earl of Oxford 
and Henry St. John, made foon after Lord Boling^ 
broke, fecretly fanned the flame. 

Harley had lately become a favourite of the queen^ 
the petulance of the dutchefs of Marlborough, who 
formerly ruled the queen, had entirely alienated the 
afFeélions of her miftrefs ; íhe now placed theia 
upon one Mrs. Mafliam, who was entirely devot- 
ed to lord Oxford. Oxford was poflcíTed of uncom- 
mon erudition ; he was polite and intriguing ; he 
had infinuated himfelf into the roya! favour, and 
determined to fapthe crcdit of Marlborough, and 
his adherents. ín this attempt he chofe, for his 
fecond, Bolingbroke, a man of exalted powers 
of thinking, eloquent, and ambitious, and enterprif- 
ing. Bolingbroke, was at íirft contented to a£b 
a fubordinate chara£ler in this meditatcd oppoíi- 
tion ; but foon percciving the fuperiority of his ow'n 
talents, from being an inferior, he was refolved 
to becomelordOxford'srival. The dukc of Marl- 
borough foon perecivcd their growing power, and 
refojved to crufli it in the beginning- He refufed 
to join tlie privy council, while Harley was fc- 
cretary. Godoíphin joined his influcnce in this 
mcafure ; and the quecn was obligcd to appeafe 
thcir refentment, by difcharging Harley from his 
place : Bolingbroke was refolved to fl^rc his dif- 
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gracet and yolantarily relinquilhed hls employ- 
ments. 

This violent meafure, which feemedy at firft, 
favourable to the whig miniilry, laid the firft foun* 
dation of its ruin : the queen was entirely dif- 
pleafed with the haughty conduéï of the duke: 
and, from that moment, he loft her confidence 
and affeíiion. Harley was enaUed to aft now with 
.lefs difguife, and to take more vigorous meafurca 
for the completion of his defigns. In him the 
queen repofed allher truft, though he now hadno 
vifible concern in the adminiftration. 

The whig party in this manner» feemed to 
trmmph for fome time, tiíl an occurrence, in it- 
felf of no great importance, ferved to fliew the 
fpii'it of the times. Dó£tor Sacheverel, a minifter 
of narrow intellefls and bigotted pria- ^ j^ 
ciples, had publiftied two fermons, ' * 7 9* 
in which he ftrongly infifted on the illegality of 
refifting kings, and enforced the divine origin of- 
their auíhority ^ declaimed againft the diíl^nters, 
and exhorted the church to* put on the whole ar- 
mour of God. Therc was nothing in the fcrmons 
either nervous, well written, or clear ; they owed 
all their celebrity to the complexion of the times, 
and are at prefent juftly forgotten. Sacheverel was 
impeached by the commons, at the bar of the up— 
per houfe ; they feemed refolutely bent upon pu- 
niftiing him, anda day was appointed for trying 
him before the Lords at Weftminfter-hall. Mean 
while, the tories, who, one and all, appreved his 
principles, were as violent in his defence as the 
parliament had been in his profecution. The eyes 
of the kingdom were turned upon this extraordi- 
nary trial \ the queen berfelf was every day pre-- 
fent^as a príváte fpedator. The trial lafted fome. 

^ 3 
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days ; and vaft multitudes attended him each day 
as hc went to the Jiall, íhouting and praying for 
his fuccefs Tbe body of the people efpoufed his 
caufe. They deftroyed feveral meeting houfes» and 
plundered the dwellings of diíTenters ; . and the 
queen herfelf could not but reliíh thofe do£trines 
which contribttted to extend her prerogative- The 
lords were divided ; they continued undetermincd, 
for fome time ; but at length, after much obfti- 
nate difpute and vitulent akercation. Sacheverel 
was found guilty by a majority of feventeen voices* 
He was prohibited from preaching, for the term of 
three years : his two fermons Mrere ordered to be 
burnt by the hands of the common hangman. The 
lenity of this fentence was coníidered, by the tories» 
as a viftory ; and in faéi, their fafbion took the 
lead all the remaining part of his reign. 

The king of France, long pcrfecuted by fortune, 
and eich hour fearing for his capital. once more 
petitioned for peace. Godolphin and Marlborougb» 
who hady íince the beginning of the war, enjoyed 
the double advantage of extending their glory, and 
increafing their fortunes, were entirely averfe ta 
any negociation which tended to diminiíh both.. 
The torieft, on the other hand, willing to humble 
thegeneral and his partner Godolphin, were fm- 
cerely defírous of a peace,. as the only meafure to^ 
attaih their ends. A conference was, at length, 
begunat Giertruydenberg, under the influence of 
MUrlboíough,, Éugency and Zinzendorf, all threc 
cnttrely avérfe ta the treaty. The French mini» 
fters wíirc fubjeíled to every fpecies of mortiíica» 
tion ; their CQndu<fi narrowly watched x their maf-^ 
ter infulted; and their letteis ogened. They 
offbred to fatisfy every complaint that had given. 
rifetothe Mvar: they coníi&ntedto abandon Fbilip> 
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IV. in Spain ; to grant the Dutch a larger barrier : 
they even confented to grant a fapply towards de- 
throning Philip ; but even this offer was treated with 
contémpt, and at length the conference was broken 
off, while Lewis refolved to hazard another canv- 
paign* 

The deíigns of the Dutch| and the Englilh ge- 
neral, were too obvious not to be feen> and pro» 
perly explained by their enemies in England. Tbe 
writers of the tory faftion, who were men of the 
firft rank in literary merit, dtfplayed the avarice 
of theduke, and the felfi intereíled condu£l of the 
Dutch : they infíftt^» that, while England was ex* 
haufting her ftrength in foreign conquefts, íhe was 
loíing her liberty at \\otnc ; that her minifters were 
not contented with íharing the plunder of an im« 
poveriíhing ftate, but were refolved upon deftroy- 
ing its liberties alfo. To thefe complaints wcre add« 
cd the real pride of the then prevailing miniftry^ 
and the infolence of the dutchefs of Marlborough, 
who hitherto had pofleíTed more real power than 
the whole privy-coancil united. Mrs. Maíham, who 
had íirft been recommended tq the queen's favour by 
the dutchefS) now fuirly fupplanted her patronefs ; 
and by a fteady attention to pleafe the queen^ had 
gaine<i all that confidence which ftie had repofed in 
her former confídante. It was too lat^e that the 
dutchefs perceived this alienation of the q-ueen's fa* 
vour, andnow began to think ofrepairing it by de-» 
manding au audience of her m^eíty» ia order to vin«» 
dicate her chara^er from every fufpicion ;. but for-» 
snal explanations ever widen the breach. 

Mr. Hill, brothcr to- the new favoujrite, was ap» 
pointed by the queen to be colonel of a regiment ; 
chi&the duke of MarlboKougb could by no mean» 
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approvc. He expoftulated with his fovereign ; he* 
retired in difguft : the queen, by a letter, gave him 
leave to difpofe of the regiment as he fliould think 
proper ; but, before it came to his hands, he had 
lent a lettcr to thê queen, defiring íhe would permit 
him toretire from his employments. This was the 
conjunfture which thé' tories had long wiíhed for, 
and which the queen herfelf was internalljr pleafed 
with. She now perceived herfelf fct free from an 
arbitrary combination, by which íhe had been Ibng- 
kept in dependence. The earl of Goddphin,*the~ 
duke's fon-in-law, was divefted of his office ; and the- 
treafury fubmitted to Harley, = the antagonifl: of his^ 
ambition. Lord Somers was difmiífed from bcing 
^ j>. prefident of the council, and the earl of 

*' 'Rochefter appointcd in his room. Ina 
word, there was not one whig lcft in any office of 
ftate, exceptthe duke of Marlborough; he retained 
his employements for a íhort time, unfupported and 
alone, an objeél of envy and faftious repróacb, till at 
length he found his caufc irretrievablê, and was 
obIiged,after trying another campaign, to rcfign, as 
the reft ofhis party had done" before. 

As war feemed to have been the defire of the 
whfig party, fo peace feemed to have bcen that of 
the tories. Through the courfe of Englifti hiftory, 
Francc fcems to havc been the peculiar objeft of 
the hatred of the whigs,-- and . continual war with- 
thíít nation has been theiraim. On the contrary, 
the tories have been found to regard that nation 
with no fuch oppofition of principle ; - and a peace 
with France has generally been thc réfult of a 
tox^ adminiftration. For fometime, therefore, a 
negotiation for peace had been carried on betweenx 
thccourt of France and. the new rainifters, who 
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had a double alm in this meafure ; namelj^, to 
mortify the whigs and the Dutch, and to frec 
their country from a ruinous war, which had all 
the appearance of becoming habitual to thc conili- 
tution. 



LETTER LI. 

THE conferences for peac^^ were firft opencd at 
London ; and fome timé áfter, the queen fent 
the earl of StaíFord as ambafladour j rí a ^ 
into Holland, to communicate the ' * ^' ' 

propofals which the French king had made to- 
wards thc re-eftabliíhment of thc general tranquil- 
Hty^ Thc fpirit of tbe timcs was now changed : 
Marlborough's averfion to fuch meafures could no 
longer retard the negotiation ; lord Staííord oblig-' 
, ed the Dutch to name plenipotentiaries, and to 
receive thofe of France. The t^eaty began at 
Utrecht j but as aJl the powers concerned in this 
conference, except France and England, werc 
avcrfc to every acconxmodation, thcir difputes ferv- 
cd rather to retard than accelcrate a pacification. 
The Engliíh miniftry, however, had forefeen and 
provided againft thofc difficuhics. Their great 
end was to free the fubjcíls from a long, unprofi- 
tabJe war; a war where conqucft could add no- 
thing to their power, and a defeat might be pre- 
judicial to internal tranquilHty. As the Englifti had 
borne thc chief burthen of the war, it was but juft 
to cxpcíl that it would takc thc lead in diílating the 
terms of peace. There were, however, threc per- 
fons of very grcat intcTcft and powcr, who laboured, . 
by cvcry art, to protraél thc negotiation ; thofe 
wcrc the dukc of Marlborough, Princc Êugene, 



1 1 8 AN HISTORT OF ENGL AND, 

and Heínfius, the Dutch grand penfionary. Prince 
Eugene even camc over to London, in order to re- 
tard the progrefs of a peace, which feemed to inter- 
rupt his career of glory ; he found at court fuch a 
reception as was due to his merits and fame ; but, 
at the fame time, fuch a repulfe ^as the propofals he 
made feemed to deferve. 

This negotiation at London failing^of eflFeft, the 
allies praSifed every artifíce to intimidate the 
queen, and blacken the chara£l:er of her minifters : 
to raife and continue a dangerous ferment among 
the people ; to obftruG her councils and divulge 
her defigns. Her minifters wcre very fcnfible of 
their prefcnt dangerous fituation ; thcy pcrcéived 
her health was daily impairing, and hcr fucceíTor 
countcnanced the oppofite faftion. In cafe of her 
dcath they had nothing to expeíl but profccution 
and ruin, for obcying her commands ; thcir only 
way therefore was to give up thcir prefent employ- 
ments, or hafteii the conclufion of a treaty, the 
utility of which would be the beft argumcnts with 
the peoplc in thcir favour. Thc peace therefore 
was haítened ; and this haftc, in fome meafure, 
relaxed the minifters' obftinacy, in infifting upon 
fuch tcrms and advantagcs as thcy had a right to 
demand. íkcing that nothing was to be expefted 
from the concurrencc of the allics, the courts of 
London and Verfailles refolved to enter into a pri- 
vate treaty, in which fuch terms might be agrced 
on, as would enablc both courts to prcfcribe terms 
to the reft of the contending powers. 

In the mean time, thc duke of Marlborough, 
having. becn depofed from his officc of geneKal, 
the command" of the Engliíh army in Flandcrs 
was given to thc duke of Ormond ; but, at the 
fame time, privatc orders werc givcn him not to 
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aílwith vigour againft an enemy, which was upon 
thc.point of being reconciled by more mild mc- 
thods of treatment. The allics, thus deprived of 
the affiftance of the Englííh, ftiU continued thcir 
animofity ; and were refolved to continue the war 
feparately ; they had the utmoft confidence in prince 
Eugene, their general ; and, though leflened by 
the defeftion of the Britiíh forces, they werc ftill 
fuperior to thofe of the enétíiy, which were com- 
manded by marftial Villars ; a man who feemed 
to poíTefs all thc great qualities, and all the foiblcs 
of his country, in a fupreme degree : valiant, gene- 
rous, alert, lively, boaftful, and avaricious. The 
lofs of the Britiíh forces was foon feverely felt in 
the allied army. Villars attacked a feparate body 
of their troops encampe'd at Denain, under the com- 
mand of the earl of Albemarle. Thcir intrench- 
ments were forced, and feventeen battalions cither 
kiUed or takcn, the eaj-1 himfelf, and all thc fur» 
viving officers, being made prironers of war. 

Thefc fuccefles of the marflial Villars ferved to 
haften the treaty of Utrecht. The Britifli mini- 
fters at the congrefs, refponfible at once for their 
condudl:, to their queen, their country, and all 
Europe, negleéled nothing that might havc been 
ferviceable either to the allies, or that might con- 
duce to the public fafety. They firft ftipulated 
that Philip V. who had been fettled on the throne 
of Spain, fliould renounce all right to the crown 
of France, the union of two fuch powerful king- 
doms being thought dangerous to the liberties of 
the reft of Europe. They covenanted that . the 
duke of Berry, his brother, the prcfumptive heir 
to the crown of France, after the death of the 
dauphin, fliould alfo renounce his right to thc 
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crownof Spaln, in cafe he becatne king of France. 
The duke of Orleans was to make the fame reGg- 
nation. To oblige men thus to renounce their 
rights might have bcen injuftice; but, for every 
good acquired, fome inconvenience muíl be endured : 
thefe reíignations, in fome meafure, ferved to calm 
•the world tcmpefted up by long war, and have fince 
become the baíis of the law ofnations, to which 
Europe profefles prefent fubmiflion. 

By this treaty the duke of Savoy had the iíland 
of Sicily, with the title of King, Máth Feneftrel- 
les, and other places on the continent ; which in- 
creafe of power feemed, in fotne meafure, drawn 
from the fpoils of the French monarchy. The 
Dutch had that barrier grantéd them which thcy 
fo long fought after ; and, if the houfe of Bour- 
bon feemed ftripped of forae dominions, in order 
to enrich the duke of Savoy : on the other hand, 
the houfe of Auftria was taxed to fupply the wants 
of the HoUanders, who were put in poífeírion of 
the ftrongeft towns in Flanders. With regard to 
England, its glory and interefts were fecured. 
They caufed the fortifications of Dunkirk to be 
demoliihed, and its port to be deftroyed. Spain 
gave up all right to Gibrahar and the ifland of 
Minorca. France reíigned Hudfon's Bay, Nova- 
Scotia, and Newfoundland ; but thcy werc lefc in 
pofleílion of Cape-Breton, and the liberty of dry- 
ing their fiíh upon the íhore. Among the articles 
Wíiich were glorious to the Englifti, it may bc 
obferved, that Ihe fetting free thofe whó had becn 
confined in the French prifons, for profeífing thc 
proteftant religion, was not the leaft. Tt was fti- 
pulated, that the emperor ftiould poflTefs the king- 
dom of Naples, the dutchy of Milan, and the 
Spanifti Netherlands -, that the king of Pruflia 
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íhould have Upper Gueldre^ and a time was fised: 
for the cmperor's acceding tp thefe ^ n ,* 
refolutious, for he had hitherto 6b- * ' 7 3' 
ftinately refufed t.o aíTid ^t the negociation> Thuft- 
it appears that the Engliíh miniftry did juftice to, 
all the world ; hut their country rcfufed it to them i 
they were branded with all the terms of ipfam^F 
and reproach by the whig party, and -ac<:Ufed oí 
having given up; the privileges and rights ;which 
England had to lexpeá. Each party revikd thd 
other in turn j the kingdom wa;^ divided into oppo- 
fite faíiions, both fo -violent 4n the caufe, that the 
truth, which both pretended to efpoufe ; was at* 
tained by . neithcr \ bpth . ,were viijulent, and both 
wrong. Thefe combnptians, in fome «aeafure/ ferved 
ftill more to iijnpair the queen's heaLth.. Oíie fieoí 
ficknefs fucceeded atiother ; nor did ther corvfolatiofl 
pí her miniílry ferve to allay her anxieties ; for theý 
now had fallen out among themfelv^?, the cou^ciU 
chamber being turned into a theatte for the moft bit* 
ter akercations. Ofxfprd advifed a recpnciliation with 
the whigs, whQfe refentmen^ he now began to fear^ 
_ás the q:^een's health appeared tp be impairedi 
JBolingbroke, on tbe othet hand, afFeéled td fet thc 
whigs at defiance ; profeíTed a warni í^al fot' tht 
church, and mixed flattery with his other' affi- 
duities. Bolingbroke prevailed ; lord Oxford, tíie 
treafurer, was removed from his employment, and 
retired, meditating ftíhemes of revenge, and new 
prpjeéts of re-eftabliíhment. Hi^ fall was fo fud- 
den, and fo unexpefted, that no plán was adopt- 
cd for fupplying the vacancy occafióncd by his dif- 
grace. All was confufion at court ; and the queeti 
had no longer force to fupport the burden : Ihe 
funk into a ftate of infenfibility, and thus found 
refugc from anxiety in lethargic flumbcr. tTcry 
Vol.'IL " h 
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method was contrived to roufe her from this ftate, 

but in vain ; her phyficians deipaired of her Hfe. 

The privy-council aflembled u pon this occafion ; 

die dukes of Somerfet and Argyle, being informed of 

the defperate ftate in which íhe lay, entered that 

aflembly without being fummoned ; ihe members 

were furpriféd at their appearance ; but the duke of 

Shrewft>ury thanked them for their readinefs to give 

their afliftance at fuch a crítical junAurCi ahd de- 

fired them to take their places* They now took all 

neceflary precautions for fecuring the fucceflion in 

the houfe of Hanover, fent orders to the heralds at 

armsy and to a troop of life-guards to be in readí- 

nefs to mount, in order to proclaim the Eieélor of 

Brunfwick king of Great Britain. 

On the thirtieth of July the queen feemed 

fomewhat relieved by medicineSi rofe from her 

bed, and| about eighti walked a little ; wheni caft* 

ing her eyes on the clock that ftood in her cham- 

beri íhe continued to gaze for fome time. One 

of the ladies iii waiting aflced her what flie faw 

there more than ufual; to which the q'ueen only 

anfwered by turning her cyes upon hcr with a dy- 

ing look. She was foon after feized with a íit of the 

apoplexy, from which however íhe was relieved 

by the aflfiftance of Do£tor Mead. In this ftate 

:of ftupefadbion íhe continued all night ; íhe gavc 

fome figns of life between twelve and óije next 

M n day, but expired the next morningi 

^i*gujt, 1713. ^ jj^^j^ ^^^^y f^^^j^ o'clock, having 

lived forty nine years five months and fix days ; 
and having reigncd more than twelve years with 
honour, equity, and applaufe. This princefs was 
rather amiable than great, rather pleafing than 
beautiful ; neither her capacity nor learning were 
remarkable. Like all thofe of her family> íhc 
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feemeá rather fitted for the private duties of lifb 
than a public ftation ; a pattern of conjugal aiFeo 
tion, a good mother, a warm friend, and an in- 
dulgentmiílrefs. During her reign none fuíTered 
on the fcaíFQld for treaíon ; fo that» after a long 
fucceOionof faulty or cruel kinjs, íbe íhines^ with 
particular luftre. In her ended the line of the Stew- 
arts ; a family, the misfortunes and mifcondu<Sls of 
which are npt to be paralleled in hiftory: a family, 
who, lefs than men themfelvesi feemed to expeéí 
from their followers more tban manhood in their 
defence ; a family rather demanding our pity than 
affiftance, who never rewarded their frien4s> nor 
avenged them of their enemles. 



LETTER LII. 

THEnearer we approach to our own times^in 
this furvey of Englifti hiftory, the more im- 
portant every occurrcnce becomes : our Qwn in* 
terefts are blended with thofe of the ftate ; and the 
accounts of publi€ welfare are but the tranfcript of 
private happinefs. The two parties which had long 
divided the kingdom, under the names of whig and 
tory, now feemed to alter their titles ; the whigs 
being ftyled Hanoverians, and the toúes branded 
with the appellation of Jacobites. The former 
deíired to be governed by a king who was a protef- 
tant, though a foreigner ; the latter hy ^ r^ 
a monarch x>í their own country, ' ' *7M» 
though a papift. Of the two inconveniences» 
however, that feemed thc leaft,wbere religion feem^ 
ed to be in no danger; and the Hanoverians prevailed. 
The popifti Jacobites had been long. flattered 

L 2 
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"with thc hopes of feeing the fucceffion altered by 
the earl of Oxford ; «but by the premature d^ath of 
-the queen, all their expefhations at once were 
blafted ; the diligence and aélivity of the privy'*- 
council) in which the Hanoverian intereil prevailed, 
compieted their cqnfuíion, and they now found 
themfelves without any leader to give confiftency 
to their defigns, and fotceto their councils. Upon 
Tecolle£lion they faw nothing fo eligible as filence 
and fubmiffion ; they hoped much £rom the affiit- 
ance of France, and ftill mote from the vígour of 
the pretender. 

Pwrfuant to the aftof fucceffion, George I. fon 
of Erneft Auguftus, firft Eleílor of Buinfwick, 
and Sophia, grand-daughter to James I. afcended 
the Britiíh throne. His mature age, being now 
fifty-four years old ; his fagácity and experience, 
his numerous alliances, the general peace of Eu- 
rope^ all contributed to his fupport, and promifed 
•a peaceableand happy reign. His virtues, though 
not íhining, were folid. He was of a very diflFercnt 
difpofition from the Stéwart family, whom hc 
fucccedcd : they werc known to a proverb for 
teaving their friends in diftrefs ; George, on the 
'contrary, foon after his arrival ifl England, ufed 
to fay, My maxim z/, never to' ahandon my friends ; io 
dojujitce toall the world : and iofear nó man, To 
thefe qualifications he joined great application to 
bufiíiefs ; butgeneraUy ftudied more the interefts of 
thofefubjeíls hchad left behind, than of thefe he 
came to govein. 

The king firft landed at Greenwiich, where hc 
was received by the duke of Northumberland, and 
the lords of thc regency. From the landing 
place he walked to his houfe in the Park, accom- 
panied by a great number of the nobility, and 
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pther perfons of diítinftion, who had the honour 
to kifs his hand as they approached. Wheff he 
retired to his bedchamber, he fcnt for thofe of 
the nobility who had diítinguiíhed themfelvcs by 
their zcal for his fucceÏÏion ; but the duke of Or- 
mond, the lord Chancellor, and lord Trevor, were 
not of the number : iord Oxford too, the ncxt 
morning, was received with marks of difapproba- 
tíon j and none but the whig party were admitted' 
into ány íhare of coiifidence. The king of a faílion 
is but the fovercign of half his fubjedls ; of this, 
however, the monarch I fpeak of did not feem 
fenfibie ; it was his misfortuue, as weil as that of 
the nation, that hc was hemmed round by raen* 
who foured him from all their intereíls and- preju- 
dices : none now but thc violcnt ^faítion were 
admitted into employment j and the whigs, whilc 
they pretendëd to fecure for him the crov/n, were 
with all poíïible diligence, abridging the preroga- 
tíve. An inílantaneous and total changc was cf- 
fecled in all the offices of honour and advantage. 
The whigs governed the fenate,, and the court dif- 
pofed of all places at pleafure : whom they would 
they oppreíTed 5 bound the lower orders of people 
with new and fcvere laws : and this they called 
libetty . 

Thefe partialities, aiid this oppreffion, foon raifed 
difcontents throughout the kingdom. The clamour 
of the church's being in danger was revived, jea- 
loufies were harboured, anddangerous tumults raifed 
in every part of the country- The party cry was 
Down with the whigs ! Sacheverel for evcr ! Dur-»- 
ing thefe commotions in the pretender's favour, 
the prince himfelf continued a calm fpedtator on- 
the continent, now and then fending over his 
cmijEraries to inflame the dilturbances, to difperfc 
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his ineíFeflual manifeftoes, and to delude thc un- 
wary. Copies ofaprinted addrefs were fent to the 
dukes of Shrewíbury,Marlborough, Argyle,and other 
noblemen of the firft diftinftíon, vindicating the 
pretender*s right to the crown, and cpmplaining 
of the injuftice that was done him by receiving a 
foreigner ; yet, for all this, he ftill continued to 
profefs the trueft regard for the catholic religion ; 
and, inftead of concealihg his fentiments on that 
head, gloried in, his principles. It was the being a 
papift which had difpoíTefíed his father of the 
throne ; and furely the fon could never hope to 
gain a crown by the very methods in which it was 
loft ! but an infatuation feemed for ever to attend 
the family. 

However odious, at that time, the popifli fuper- 
ftitions were to the people in general, yet the opi- 
nions of the diíTenters feemed ftiU more difpleaf- 
ing. Religion was mingled with all political dif- 
putes. The high-church party complained, that, 
under a whig adminiftration, impiety and herefy 
daily gainedground ; that the prelates were at once 
negligent of religious concerns ; and warm in pur- 
fuit of temporal bleflings. A book written by 
doftor Samuel Clarke, in favour of Socinianifin, 
was ftri£lly reprehended. The difputes among the 
churchmen rofe tofuch a height, that the miniftry 
was obliged to interpofe ; and the clergy received 
orders co fihifli fuch debates, and to intermeddle 
in aíFairs of ftate no longer. Nothing, however,. 
could be more impolitic in a ftate than to pro- 
hibit the clergy from difputing wich each other ; 
bythismeans they become more animatcci in the 
caufe of religion; and this may be aíTerted, that, 
whatever fide they defend, they become wifer and 
better, as they carry on the caufe, To. Clence 
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tJieir difputes is to le^d chem into negligénce j if 
religion be not kept up by oppofition, it falls to 
the ground, nor longer becomes an objeA of public 
conccrn. Government í fay again, íhould rtcver 
filence difpute, and íhould never fide with either 
difputant* 

A new parliament was now called, 'in which 
the whigs had by far the majority ; ali prepofleflcd 
with the ftrongeíl averfion to the tories, and led 
on by the king himfelf, who made no fecret of hia 
difpleafure. Upon their firft meeting, he informed 
them, that the branches of the revenue granted 
for the fupport of civil govérnmcnt, were not 
fufficient for that purpofe ; he apprized them of 
the machinations of the pretender, and intimated, 
that he expe£led their \iffiftance in puniíhing fuch 
as had endeavoured to deprive him of that bleffing 
which he moft valued, the aflTeélion of his people» 
As the houfes were then difpofed, this ferved to 
givê them the alarm : and they outwent evcn the 
moft fanguine expeftations of thc moft vindiíiivc 
miniftry. 

Their refentment began with arraigning lord 
Bolingbroke of high treafon, and other high crimeS' 
and mifdemeanors. To this it was objefted by^ 
one of the members of the houfe of commons, 
that nothing in the allcgations laid to his charge 
amounted to high-treafon To this there was no 
reply given : but, lord Coningíby ftanding up, 
The Chairman^ faid he, has impeached the handy hut 
^limpeachthe head ; he has impeached the fcholar^ and 
1 the mnjier. limpeach Robert eari of Oxfard^ and 
earl Mjrtimer^ of high treaforty and other crimes and 
tnifdemeanors. When thcrefore this nobleman ap- 
peared the next day in the lioufe of lords, he 
was avoided, by bis brotlier peers, as infe^tious: 



118 AN HISTORT OF ENGLAND^ 

he,whofe favour had been been but a little before fo- 
carneftly fought after, was now rejefted and con- 
temned. When the articles were read againft him 
in the houfe of peers, fome debates arofe as to 
the nature of his indidlment, which, however, 
were carried by his adverfaries, and the articles of 
impeachment approved by the houfe; he was there- 
fore again impeached at the bar of the houfe of 
lords : and a motion was made, that he might ]ofe,. 
his feat, and be committed" to clofe cuftody. The 
earl, now feeing a furious fpirit of faftion raifed 
againft him, and aiming at his head, was not 
wanting to himfelf upon this emefgency, but 
fpoke to the following purpofe : 1 am accufed^ fays 
he, for having made a peace ; a peace^ ivhich^ had 
as it is ftonv reprefentedy haí heen appraved hy two 
fuccejjtve parliaments, For my oivn part, 1 alivays, 
aEled hý the immediate direElions and command of the 
queen my mijirefsy and never offended againjl any 
inown /aw. í am jujlijiedin my own confcience^ and 
unconcerned for the life of an injignificant old man% 
But I cannot, ivithout the higheji iugratitudey re^ 
tnain unconcerned for the hejl of queens : ohligation 
hinds me to vindicate her memory. My lords^ if 
ministers of state^ aêfing hy the immediate commands 
oftheir fovereign^ arc afterivards to he made accountuhle 
for their proceedings^ it may cne day or otbery he the. 
cafe ofall the memhers of ihis augijï affembly ; I do- 
tiot dutht therefore^ that^ out of regard to yourfelves^ 
your lordfhips ivill give me an equitahle hearing : and 
Ihope^ thaty in the profecution of this enquiryy it luill 
ítppear^ that Ihave meriiedy not only the indu/gence^ hut 
a/fo t/^ favour of tlns government. My /ordsy I am 
now to tahe my /eave of your /ordfhips^ and of t/ns ho'- 
nourah/e houfe^ perhapsfor ever \ Jf/m// /ay down my 
/ifewiih p/eafure in a caufe favoured hy my /aie dear 
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úear royal miftrefs. . And nvhen I conftder tbat 1 am to 
êejudged hy the jufticey honour and virtue vf my peers^ 
IJball acquiefce^ and retiré with great content» jínd, 
fny lords^ God's will he done f On his return from 
thehoUfe of lords to his ownhoufe, wherehewas» 
for that night, permitted to go, he was foUowed by 
a gicat multitude of people, crying out, High church, 
Ormond, and Oxford for ever ! Next day he was 
bro^ght to the bar, where he receivcd a copy of his 
articles, and was allowed a month to prepare his an- 
fwer. Though doftor Mead declared, that, if thc 
earl íhóuld be fent to thc Tower, hislife wouldbe ip 
danger, it was carried that he (liould be fent there, 
whither he was attended by a prodigious concourfe 
•of people, wfao did not fcruple to exclaim.againít his 
profecutors. Tumuíts grew more frequent ; and 
this only ferved to increafe the feverity of the lcgii- 
ilature. An aíi was made, decreeing, that, if any 
perfons, to thenumberof twelve, unlawfully alTcm* 
bled,íhould continue togetherone hour,after being re- 
quired to difperfe by ajufticeof peace, orother of- 
ficer, and heard the pi^clamation againft riots read 
in public, thcy íhould be deemed guilty of felony 
without benefit of the clergy. An a£fc of this kind 
carriés its own comment with it \ legiflators íhould 
ever be averfe to enaéling fuch laws as leave the 
greateft room for abufe. 

A commitfee was now appQÍnj:ed to draw up 
artícles of impeachment, and prcpaife evidence 
againfthim and the other impeaChed lords : he was 
confined in the Tower, and thêre ^ /) ,- - 
Tcmained for two years 5 duringwhich * ' 7 >• 
time the kingdom . was in a continual ferment, 
feveral other lords^ who had broke out into aéJiual 
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rebellion) and were taken in arms, being executed for 
treafon. The miníftry feemed weary of executions ; 
and he, with his ufual forefight, prefented, upon tfits 
occafíon, a petition for coming to his * trial : a day 
was therefore affigned him. The commons appoint^ 
ed a committee to enquire into the ílate of the earlV' 
impeachment, and demanded a longer time to pre- 
pare for the trial. The truth is, they had now begun 
to relax in their former afperity ; and the intoxica- 
tion of party was not quite fo ftrong as when he had 
been fírft committed. At the appointed time the 
peers repaired to the court in Weftminfter-hall^. 
where lord Cowper prefided as lord fteward. Thd 
commons were aflembled, and the kingand royal 
family aflTifted at the folemnity. The prifoner was 
Jbrought fit)m the Tower, and his articles of impeach- 
ment read, with his anfwers and the replies of the 
commons. Sir Jofcph Jekyl, one of the agents for 
the commons, ftanding up to enforce the firft article 
of his lordíhip's accufation, one of theIords> adjourn- 
ing the houfe, obferved, that much time would 
be confumed in going through all the aikicles of 
the impeachment ; thá t hothing more remained 
than for the commons to make good the two ar- 
ticles of high-treafon contaihed in his charge ; and 
that this would at once determine the triai. His 
advice, was agreed to by the lords j but the com- 
mons delivered a paper, containing their reafons for 
aílêrting it as their undoubted right to carry on 
the impeachment in the manner they thought moft 
conducive to their aim : on the other hand, the 
houfe of lords infifted on their former refolution^ 
confideríng it as the privilege of every judgc to 
hear each caufe in the manner he thinks moft 
fitting. The difpute grew ftiU more violent: a. 
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meíTage was at length fent to the commons inti- 
mating, that the lords intended to proceed imme- 
diately to the carl of Oxford's trial ; and, foon after 
Tcpairing to the hall of juftice, they took their places. 
The commons, however, did not think fit to appear ; 
and the earl, having waited a quarter of an hour at 
the bar, was difmiflêd for want of accufers, To 
tfais difpute, perhaps, he owed his fafety, though 
it is probable tliey would have acquitted him of » 
high treafon, as none of his aflions could juftly 
fuSêr fuch an imputation. With the fame acrimony 
profecutions were carrled on againft lord Boling- 
broke and the duke of Ormond } but tbey found 
fafety in flight. 

Such vindtéiive proceedlngs as thefe, naturally 
excited indignation ; the people groaned to behold 
a few great ones clofe iip all the avenues to royai 
favour, and rule the nation with "- ^ /) 
gour and partiality. In Scotland the * * / S* 
difcontent broke forth, at length, into the flames 
of rebellion. The earl of Mar, aflTembling three 
hundred of his own vaflfals, in the Highlands of 
Scotiand, proclaimed the pretender at CaíUetown, 
and fet up his ftandard at Brae Mar, on the Gxth 
dayof September ; then afl!uming the title of lieu- 
tenant-general of the pretender's forces, he ex- 
horted the people to take arms in defence of thcir 
lawful fovereign. But thefe preparations werc 
weak, and iil condu£):ed : all the defigns of the 
rebels were betrayed to the government, the begin- 
ning of evcry revolt reprcflfed, the weftern coun- 
ties prevented from rifing, and thc moft prudent 
precautions taken to keep all fufpeé^ed perfons in 
cuftody, or in awe. The eari of Derwentwater 
and Mr. Fofter took the field near the borders 
of Scotland ; and, being joined by fome gentle- 
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mcn, proclaimcd the prctendér. Thcir firft at- 
terapt was to feize upon Ncwcaftle, in whii:h they 
had many friends ; but thcj foúnd the gates» íhut 
1^)0» them, and were obliged to retife to Hexhaniy 
while general Carpenter, having afiëmbled a body 
of dragoons, refolved to attack them btfore their 
» numbers wcre increafed» ïhe rthéls had two 
methods of a£ling with fuccefs; either march- 
iiig inflmediately into the Wettern patts of Scot- 
land) and there joining gcneral Gordon, who com- 
manded a ftrong body of Highlanders : or of crof- 
ímg the Tweed, and atfócking general Carpenter, 
whofe forces did not excecd nine hundred mcn, 
From their ufual infatuation, neither of thefe fchemes 
were put intor execution ; for takitíg the rout 
another way, they lejft general Carpenler on onc • 
Íïde, and refolved to pénetrate into Ëngland by 
the weftern border. They ;«ccordingly advanced, 
without either foreíight or deíign, as far as' Pref- 
ton, where thcy firft heard the news that general 
Wills was marching at the head of fix régiment^ 
of horfe, and a battalion of fooc, to attack thêm. 
Thcy now therefore began to rsife barricadocs, 
and to put the piace in a pofturc of defence, re- 
pulfing at firft the attack of the klng's army with 
íbme fuccefs. Next day, however, general WiUs 
^*^as reinforced by the troops under Carpenter, 
and the rebels were invëftcd on all fidcs. Fofter, 
their gcneral, fent Colonel Oxburgh with a truip- 
peter to the Ëngliíh commander to propofe a capi- 
tulation, This however, general Wills refufed, 
allegin^ that he* would not treat with rebels; and 
that all they could cxpeft was, to -be fpared from 
immediate flaughter Thefe were hard terms 

but they were oblijired to fubmit. They accor- 
dingly.laid down their arms, and were put under a 
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ftrong guard. Thek Itaders were fecured, and led 
:rï)TOUgh LoQdon ^pimoned} and bound together^ 
while the cominon men were con£ned at Che^r 
axid Liverpool. 

While thefe unhappy circumdanceft attended the 
rebels in England» the earl of Mar's forces^ in thc 
saean time, increaiêd to the number of ten thou» 
íand men, and he had made himfelf mafter of the 
whofó county of Fifie. Againft him the duke o£ 
Argyle fet ouit for Scotlaad^ as commander in chief 
ol the forces in North-Britaín ; and, airemblin|( 
fome troops in Lothian, returned to Stirling wita 
all poílible expedition. - The earl of Mar, being 
infornied of this, at firít retreatedi but being joineá 
foon after by fome clans under the earl of Seaforth> 
aad otbers under general Gordon, who had figna- 
Used himfelf in the ^uílian fervicCj he refolved 
to mar<:h forivard towards England. The. duke 
of Argyle, apprizcil of his intention, and being; 
joined by fome r^iments of dragoons from Ir^ 
iand, determined to give him battle in the neigh- 
bourhood of DumbUinj though his forces were bf 
.no means fo numerous as thofe of tlie rebel army^ , 
. In the morning therefore of the fame day on which 
the Frefton rebels had furrendered, he drew up.his 
forceS) which did not exceed three thoufand five 
hundred men, but found himielf greatly outflanked 
by theenemy. The duke therefore, perceivlng the 
enemy making attemp^s to furround him^ was ob« 
liged to alter his difpofition : which, on account 
of the fcarcíty of general oíficersy was not done 
fo expeditiouíly as to be all formed before the re- 
beis began the attack. The left wing therefore 
of the duke's army fell in with the centre of the 
enemy's, and fupported the firít charge without 
íhrinking. This wing feemed| for a íhort time« 
Vol. IL M 
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Tiflorious, as they killed the chief leadër of part 
t)f the rebel army. But Glengary who was fecond 
in comn>and, undertook to inípire his intimidated 
forces ; and, waving his bonnet, cried out feveral 
times, Revenge ! This animated his men to fuch 
a degree, that they follo wed him clofe to the muzzles 
of the'muíkets, puíhed afide the bayonets with their 
targets, and with their broad fwords did great exe- 
cution. A total rout of that wing of the royal 
army enfued, and General Witham, their com- 
mander, flying full fpeed to Stirling, gave out 
that all was loft. In the mean tinfie, the duke of 
Argyle, who commanded in perfon on the right, 
attacked the left of the encmy, and drove them bc- 
fore him for two miles, though they often faced 
about, and attempted to rally. The duke, having 
thus entirely broke the left, ánd puíhed them over 
the river Allen, he returned to the field, where hc 
found that part of the rebel army which had been 
vi£):orious; but, inítead of renewing the engage- 
ment, both armies continued to gaze at each other, 
neither caring to attack ; tiU towards evening both 
fides drew off, each boaíKng of viftory. Which- 
ever might claim the triumph, it muíl be owned, 
that all the honour and all the advantages of the 
day, belonged only to the duke of Argyle. It was 
fufficicnt for him to have interrupted the enemies^ 
progrefs ; and delay was to them a defeat. Thc 
earl of Mar therefóre foon found his difappoint- 
ments and loffes increafe. The caftle of Ínver- 
nefs, of which he was in poflêffion, was delivered 
up to the king by Lord Lovat, who had hitherto 
appeared in the intereft of the pretender. Thc 
marquis of Tullibardine left the earl to defend hxs 
own country, and many of the clans, feeing no 
likelihood of coming foon to a fecond engagement^ 
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retHTned hom^ ; for an irregular army is mucb ea— 
fier led to battle, than induced to bear the fatigues- 
of a campaign» 

The preten^er mlg^t now be convineeá of the 
vanity of hís expe£lations, in imagining that thc 
whole country wouid rife up in his caufe. His af- 
fairs were aÁually defperate ^ yet, with the ufual 
infatuation of the family» he refolved to hazard his 
perfon among his friends in Scotland, at a time 
when fuch a meafure was totally ufelefs. Paíling. 
therefore through France in difguife, and embark- 
ing in a fmall veflel at Dunkirki he arrived on the 
twcnty-fecond day of Deccmber, on the coaíls of 
Scotlandy with only fíx gentlemen in his retinue* 
Upon his arrival in Aberdeen, he was folemnly 
proclaimed, and foon after made his public entry 
into Dundee. In .two days more, he came ta 
Scoon, where he intended to have the ceremony 
of his coronation performed. He ordered thankf- 
givings for his fafe arrival ; injoined the minifters^ 
to pray for him in the . churches ; and without 
the fmalleft íhare of power, went through all the 
ceremoniËs of royalty, which were, at fuch a junc- 
ture, perfeílly ridiculous. After this unimportant 
parade, he rcfolved to abandon the enterprize with. 
the fame levity with which it had been undertaken». 
and embarked again for France, together with the. 
earl of Mar, and fome others, iu a fmali ftiip that 
lay in the harbour of Montrofe ; and, in five days,. 
arrived at Gravelin. General Gordon, who was 
kft commander in chief of the forces, with the af- 
fiftance of the eari-maríhal, proceeded with them 
to Aberdeen, where he fecured three veflels to fail 
northward, which took on board the perfons who 
intended tó make their efcape to the continent. In 
tbis manner tbe rebellion was fupprefl^d ;. but the^ 

M z 
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fury of thc viftors did not feem ihthc leaft to abate 
\irith fuccefs. The law was now put in forcc, wiA 
all its terrors ; and thc prifons of London wcre^ 
crowdcd with thofc deluded vfretchcs, whom the 
miniftrjr flicwed no difpoíition to fparc. Thc com- 
mons in their addrefs to thc crown, declared thcy 
would profecutc in thc moft vigorous mapner, the 
authors of thc rebellion ^ and thcir rcfolutions wcre 
as fpcedy as thcir mcafures werc vindiflive. The 
earls of Dcrwentwater, Nithifdalc, Carnwarth, and 
Wintown j thc lords Windrington, Kcnmuir, and 
Nairn, wcrc impeached. Thc haheas corpus a£k was 
fufpcndcd ; and thc rcbel lords, upon plcading guil- 
ty, rcceived fcntcnce of dcath. Nothing could foftcn 
thc privy council ; thc houfc of lords even prefcntcd 
an addrefs tothc thronc for mcrcyý but without ef- 
feél. Orders wcre difpatched for exccuting the 
earls of Derwentwatcr and Nithifdale, and thc vif- 
count Kenmuir, immediately ; the others were re- 
fpitcd for threc wceks Iqngcr. Nithifdalc, howcver^ 
efcaped in woman's cloaths, which wcrc brought 
him by his mother, the night bcforc his intcndcd 
éxccution. DcrwentwatcrandKcnmuir wercbrought 
to thc fcaíFoId on Towcr nill, at the hour appointcd* 
Both underwcnt their fcntence with calmnefs and 
intrepidity, pitied by al), fecmingly lefs moved thcm- 
felves than thc fpcÁators. 

An a£l of parliament was alfo made for trying 
the privatc prifoners in London, and not in Lan- 
caíhire, whcrc thcy were takcn in arms ; which 
proceeding was, in fome meafure, an alteration of 
the ancicnt conftitution of the kingdom ; whcn 
Fofter, Mackintoíh, and feveral othcrs, werc f»und 
guilty. Fofter, howevcr, cfcapcd from Ncwgate, 
itnd rcached the continent ia fafcty ; and fome time 
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after alfo Mackintoíh, wlth fome others, forced 
theír way, having mailered the keeper and turn- 
kejr, and difarmed the centinel. Four orfivcwcre 
hanged^ drawn, and quartered ; among whom was 
William Paul, a clergyman, who profeírcd him- 
felfatrueand fincere member of the church of 
England ; but not of that fchifmatical church 
whofe biíhops had abandoned their king. Such was 
the end of a rebellion probably firft infpired by thc 
rigour. of a new whlg miniftry and parliament. 
In running through the viciífitudes of human rranf- 
aéiionSj we too often find both fides culpable ; 
and fo it was in this cafe. The royaL party ^afled 
under the influences of partiality, rigour, and pre- 
judice'; gratified private animofity under the mafk 
of public juftice ; and, m thëir pretended lovc^ 
of freedom, forgot humaniíy. On the other hand 
the pretcnder's party aimed, not only at fub- 
verting the government, but the religion of thc' 
kingdom : bred a papift himfelf, he confided only in 
CDunfellors of his own perfuafion ; and moft of 
thofe who adhered to his caufe, werc men of in- 
difl^erent morals, or bigotted principles. Ciemency, 
however, in the government, at that time, would 
probably have exthiguiíhed all the faftious fpirit 
which has hitherto difturbed the peace of this ooun- 
try for it has ever been thc charaíler of the Eng- 
lifii,thatthejr are more eafily led than dxiven into loy- 
afty. 

LETTER LIIL 

IN* a government fo very compHcated as that of 
England, it mult neceflTarily change from itfelf,. 
Bi a revolution ^of even a* few years, as fome of 

M.3 
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its weaker branches acquire ílrength, or its ftronger 
decline. At this períod, the rich and noble feenied 
to poflefs a greatëic (hare of power than they had 
done for fome ages preccding ; the houfe of com* 
mons became each day a ftronger body, at once 
more independent on the crown and the people. It 
was now feen that the rich " could at any time buy 
their eleQion ; and that whiie their laws governed 
the poor, they might be enabled to govern the 
law. The rebellion was now extinguiíhed : and 
the feverities which juftice had inflifted, excited 
the difcontent of many, whofe humane paíSons 
were awakened as their fears began to fubíide. This 
ferved as a pretext for continuing the parliament» 
aod repealing the a£l by which they were to be 
dilTolved at the expiration of every thlrd year. An 
aA of this nature, by which a parliament thus ex- 
tended their own power, was thought by many 
tfae ready means of undermining the conftitution; 
for if they could with impunity extend their con- 
tinuance for fevên yeárs, which was the tiroe pro* 
pofed, they could alfo for life continue their power ; 
tMit this, it was obferved, was utterly incompatible 
with the fpirit of legiflation. The bill, however, 
paflTed both houfes ; all obje£lions to it were conli- 
dered as difaflH^flion ; and, in a íhort timc, it re- 
ceived the royal fanélion. The people might mur- 
mar at this encroachment j but it was now too late 
for redrefs, 

Domefticconcemsbeing thus adjufted, the king 
began to turn his thoughts to his Hanoverian do- 
minions, and determined upon a voyage to the con^* 
tinent. Nor was he withouc his fears for his do- 
minions there, as Charles XII. of Sweden pro* 
feflTed the htgheft difpleafure at his having entered 
into a confederacy againft him in his abícace* 
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Having therefore paiTed througH Holland to Hano^ 
vcr, in ordcr to fecure his German territories, hc 
entered into a treaCy with the Dutch and the re* 
gcnt of France, by which tjiey promifed mutuallf 
to ai&ft each other, in cafe of invaíion ; but the 
death of the Swediíh monarch, who was killed 
by a cannon-ball at the fiege of Fredcríckftadt, 
foon put an end to his difquietudes from that quar- 
ter. However, his majefty, to fecure himfelf as 
^ar as alliances could add'tohis fafety, entered inta 
various negociations with the diíFerent powers of 
Europe : fome were brought to accede by money, 
cthers by promifes. Treaties of this kind feldom 
giveany rcal fecurity : they may be confideréd as 
mere political playthings ; they amufe for a whilc, 
and then are thrown negle£led by, nevcr morc to 
be heard of, as nothing but its own internal ftrength 
or fituation can guard a countryfrom infult. 

Among other treaties concludcd with fuch intcn* 
tíons, was that called the ^adrupk Alliancei It 
was agreed upon, between the Emperor, France, 
England, and Holland, that the emperor íhould 
renounce all pretenfions to thc crown of Spain, 
and exchange Sardinia for Sicily with thc Duke 
of Savoy : that thc fucceffion to tlic dutchics of 
Tufcany, Parma, and Plaeentia, ftiould bc fcttled 
on the quecn of Spain's eldeft fon, in cafe the prc« 
fcnt pofleíTors ftiould die without malc iiFuc 1 his 
trcaty was hy no means favourablc to thc intcrefts 
of England, as it interrupted thc commerce with 
Spain ; and as it deftroyed thc balancc of powcr 
in]taly,by throwing too much into thc hands of 
Auftria. However, England fitted out a ftrong 
fquadron in order to bring Spaín to terms, if that 
kingdom ftiould infift upón its rights in Italy. The 
« war bctween the empcror and the king of Spain was 
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aftually begun m that country ; and the media* 
tion of the king of England was reje£ted^ as par- 
tial and unjuíl. It wab therefore refolved hj the 
court of London to fupport its negociations with 
the ftrongeíl reafons ; namely, thofe of war. Sir 
George Byng failed to ííaples with twenty-two 
fliips of the line, where he was received as a deli-^ 
verer, that city having been under the utmoft ter- 
rorsof an invaíion from Spain. Here the £ng- 
lifii admiral received intelligence> that the Spaniíh 
army, amounting to thirty thorufand men, had 
landed in Sicily ; wherefore he immediately deter- 
minedtofail thither,fully refolved topurfue the bpa- 
niíh fleet. Upon doubling Cape Faro^ he perceivcd 
two fmall Spaniíh veflelsi and purfuing them clofely, 
they ied him to the main fleet, whichy btfore noon, 
he perceived in line of battle» amoúnting, in ail, 
to twenty.feven fail. At fight of the Engliíh, thc 
Spaniíh fleet, though fuperior in numbers, attempt- 
ed to fail away, as the Engliíh had, for fome time,. 
acquired fuch expertnefs in naval afiairs, that no o- 
ther nation would venture to face them, except with- 
manifeft difadvantage. The Spainiards feemed dií^ 
tra£ted in their councils, and aAcd with extreme 
confuíion : they made a running fight ; but, not- 
'withftanding what they could do> ail but three were, 
taken. The admiral, during this engagement, a£led 
with equal prudence and refolution ; and the king. 
wrote him a letter with his own hand» approving his 
conduft. This y'iStorj neceirarily producedthe reient- 
mentandcomplaintsof theSpaniih minifters at ali. 
thecourtsof Europe, which induced England to. 
já r\ 'pj Q declare war with Spain ; and thc 
' * regent of Francc joined England ia. 

a fimilar declaration. The duke of Ormond now; 
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once fnores hopfd bj the affiftance of cardinat 
Aiberoni, the Spaniíh minifter, to reftore the pre- 
tender in England : he accordingly íet fail with 
fome troops, and proceeded as far as Cape Finif-* 
terre^ where his fleet were difperfed and difabied 
by a vioient ftorm, which entirciy frnftrated tfae 
armamcnt; and, from that timei tíie pretender 
^ feemed to lofe all hopee of being received in EKg* 
land. This blow of fortune, together with the 
badfuccefsof the Sptniih arm» in Siciiy and elfe** 
where» once more induced them to wifii for peace ; 
aind the King of Spain was at laft contented to fign 
tfae quadruple aliiance. 

King George, haVing thns, with equal vigoui' 
and deitberation, (urmounted all tlte obftacles he 
met with in his way to the thronci and ufed every 
precaution that fagaeity could fuggeft for fecuring 
himfelf in it, again returned to Ënglandj wiiere the 
addrefles from both houfes were as loyái as he 
could expeft. From addreflSng they turned to an 
obje£b of the greateft importance ; namely, that 
of fecurtng the dependcncy of the Irifli parliament 
upon that of Great Britaio. Maurice Anneliey 
had , appeaied to the houfe of peers in Ëngland^ 
firomf a decree of the houfe of peers in Ireiand ; 
wfaich wás reverfcd. The Britifli p^ers ordcred 
the barons of the exchequer in Ireland to piit 
Vlr, Annefley in poflêffion of tfae lands fae had iofl: 
by the decree in that kingdom. The barons obeyed 
tliis order, and the Irifli honfe of peers pafled a vote 
againft them, as having attempted to diminifli the 
juft privileges of tfae parliament of Ireland ; and, 
attfae fame time, ordered tfae barons to be talien un« 
der tfae cuftody of tfae black rod. On the otfaer 
hand, the faoufe pf lords in England refolved, that 
Che ÍTarons of rïte exchequerin Ireland had a£led 
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wlth courage and fidelity ; and addrefled the king 
to fignify his approbation of their condufl:, by fome 
marks of his favour. To complete their intention, 
a bill was prepared by which the Iriíh-houfe of lords 
was deprived of all rights of final jurifdiflion. This 
was opppfed in both houfes. In the lower houfe 
Mr. Pitt aíTerted» that it would o&ly increafe the 
power of the Engliíh peers» who alréady had too 
much. Mr. Hungerford demonftrated that the Iriíh 
lords had always exerted their power of finally de- 
ciding caufes. The duke of Leeds produced &(• 
teen reafons againil the blll i but, notwithítandin^ 
all óppofition, it was carried by a great majority, 
and received the royal aíTent. The kingdom of 
Ireland was not, at that time, fo weli acquainted 
with the nature of liberty, and its own conílitu«. 
tion, as it is at prefent. Their houfe of lords might 
then confift moftly of men bred up in luxury. and 
ignorance ; neither fpirited enough to make oppo- 
iitiony nor íkilful enough to condu£l it. ^ 

But this blow, which the Irifii felt feverelyi was 
Bot fo great as that which England now began to 
fuíFer from that fpirit of avarice and chicanery 
which had infe£led almoft ali ranks of people. 
In the year 1720, John .Law, a Scotfman, nad 
ereéied a company in Erance underthe name of 
the Miflifippi ; which at firft promifed the ' de- 
luded people immenfe wealthi but too foon ap* 
peared an impofture, and left the greafeft part of 
j4 n tno ^^^^ nation in ruin and diftrefs. Thc 
' * year following, the people of Eng- 
land were deceived by juft fuch another proje^^j 
which Í8 remembered by all, by the name of the 
South-fea fcheme ; and to this day felt by thou- 
(ands. To explain this as conciiely as poilible,, 
it Í8 to be obferved^ that| ^ver fince the revolu.- 
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tion^ the government not having fuíficient fup- 

plies granted byparliament; or, what was granted 

requiring time to be colle£);ed ; they were obliged 

to borrow moneý from feveral diíFerent companies 

of merchants» and, among the reíl, from that 

company which traded to the South Sea. In the 

year 17 16, they were indebted to this company 

about nine millions and a half of money, for 

which they granted annually at the rate of fix per 

cent. intereft. A.s this company was not the only 

one to which the governmenr was debtor, and 

paid fuch large intereft yearly, Sir Robert Walpolc 

conceived a ,defign of leílêning thefe nátional debts^ 

by giving the feveral companies an alternative^ 

cithcr of accepting a lower intereft, namely, fivc 

per cenU for their money or of being paid the prin- 

cipal. The diíFerent companies chofe rather to 

accept of the diminiihed intereft than the capital ; 

and the South-Sea company, accordingly, having 

made up their debt to the government ten miIHons, 

inftead of fix hundred thoufand pounds which they 

tifually received as intereft, were fatisfied with fivc 

hundred thoufánd. In the fame manner the go- 

vernor and ;company of the bank, and other com- 

panies, were contented to receive a diminiíhed 

annuity for their feveral loans, all which greatly 

lefiened the debts of the nation. It was in this 

fituation of things that Sir John Blount, who 

had been bred a fcrivener, and was pofiTeflêd of 

all the cunning and plaufibility requifite forftich 

an undertaking, propofed to the miniftry,^ in thc 

name of the houth-Sea company, to leíïên the 

national debt ftill farther, by permittin^ the South- 

Sea company to buy up alí the debts 6f the difFer- 

cnt companies, and thus to become khe principal 

creditor of thc ftatc. The terms offered the governr 
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ment were «ztremely advantageous* The Soiith^ 
Sea company was to redeem the debts of the nation 
out of the bands of the private proprietors, who 
were creditors to the goverment, upon whatever 
terms they could agree on ; and for the. intereit of 
this money, which they had thus redeemed» and 
taken into their own hands, they would be contented 
to be allowed for fix years five per aat* and then the 
interefl: (hould be reduced to four per c$nt* and be 
redeemable by parliament, For thefe purpofes a 
bill paflêd both houfes; and as the diredlors of 
the South-Sea company could not of themfelves 
alone be fuppofed to be poíTeíIed of money fufficient 
to buy up theíe debts of the government, they 
were empowered to raife it by opening a fubfcrip- 
tion» and granting annuities to fuch proprietors as 
íhould think proper to exchajige their creditors; 
namely^ the .crown for the South-Sea company, 
with the advantages that might be made bv their 
induftry. The fuperior advantages with which the£e 
proprietocs were flauered» by thus exchaaging their 
property in the government funds for South-Sea com- 
pany ftock» were a chinierical proípe£ï ^ having 
their money turned togreat advantage» by a cola^erce 
to the fouthern parts of America, where it wá^re- 
ported that the Engliíh were to have fome new fettlc- 
ments granted them by the king of Spain. The direc« 
tors books therefore were no fooner opened for ihe 
firft fubfcriptiony but crowds came to make the ez« 
change : the deluíion fpread ; fubfcriptions in a few 
days fold for double the price they had been bought 
for. The Ípheme fucceeded, and the whole nation 
was infe£):ed with a fpirit of avaricious enterprife. 
The infatuation prcvaiied ; the ftock increafed tp 
a furpriíing degree \ butj after a few months^ the 
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peopleawakedfrom their deHrium ; tbey found that 
all the advantages to bc expe^led were mereljr ima« 
ginary, ai>:l an iníiniie number of famiiics werc in- 
volved inruin. Many ofthe direfliors, whofe art» 
had raifed thefe vain expe6^ations, had amaíTed fut- 
prifing fortuncs : it was, however, one confolátioïl 
to the nation to find the parliament ílrippixïg tbeni 
of their ill-acquired wealth ; and orders werc givcn 
to remove all direéiors of the South-^Sca company" 
from their fcats in the houfe of commons, or thé 
placesthey pofleíTcd under tbe govcrnment. The 
delinquents being puniíhed by a forfeiture of their 
eftates, theparliament next conVcrtcd rts ;ittcntion to- 
ward rcdreffing the fiiíFcrcrs. Scveral ufeful and juft 
reíblutioDS werctaken,and a billwas fpcedily pr^ par^ 
cd forrepairing the mifchief. Of thc profits arifing 
from thc South-Sea fcheme, the fum of fevcn mil- 
lions was granted to the ancicnt proprietors ; feve* 
ral additionsalfo were madc to thcir dividends out 
of what was poífeírcd by the company in their own 
right ; the remaining capital ftock alfo was dividcd 
among all the propricto):^ at the rate of thirty. 
diFce ponnd^ per cftit. In the mcan time petition$ 
from allparts of thc kingdom were prelentcd to the 
houfc, dcmanding juftice ; and thc whoie nation 
feemed cxaípcrated tothe higheft dcgree. During 
thefe tranfa^ions, the king, with íerenity and wif^ 
dom, prcfided at thc hclm, influcnccd his parliament 
to purfue equitablc meafurcs, and, by^ his councils^ 
endeavoured to reftorc rfic crcdit of the nation. 

The diCcontcnts occafíoned by thefe public ca- 
lamitics, once morc gave the difaflFeíled party 
hopes of rifing ; but in all their councjls they 
wcrc wcak, dividcd, and wavcring. Thcir prc* 
fcntdefigns, thcrcforc, could not efcape thc vigi* 
Vol.II N > '^ 
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hncc bf thc king, who had cmifTaries in cverypcftirt^ 
andwhohad made, byhis allianccs, cvery^tentate 
a fricnd to hid caufc. He was thercforp informcd» 
by'the dnke of Orleans, regent of FrancCjof a new 
confpiracy againft him by fevcral pcrfqns of diftinc- 
tion^ which poftponcd his intcndcd journcy to Han« 
ovcr. Among thofe againft whom the moft pofitivc 

' ' phcr Laycr, a young gcntleman of the 
Middle Temple. He was convííted of havingin- 
lifted men for the prctendcr's -fervice, and received 
fcntcnce of death ; which he uhdcrwcnt,after having 
becn often cxamincd, and having ftKcnuouíly rcfufed» 
to the laft, to difcovcr his accómpliccs* Hc was thc 
only perfon who fufiercd death upon this occafion ; 
but feveral nobleman of high diftin£):ion were made 
prifoncrs upon fufpicion. Thc dukc of Norfolk, 
thc bifliop'of Rochcftcr, lord Orrcr jr, and lord North 
and Grcy, were of this number. Of thcfc, all but 
the bifiiop of Rochcftcr came ofi^without punifiimentý 
the circumftancesnotbcmgfufficicnt againft them for 
conviflion. A biU was brought into the houfe of 
commons againft him, although a pcer ; and though 
it met with fome oppofition, yet it was rcfolved by a 
great majority, that he íhould be deprived of ^his of- 
fice and bencficc, and baniflicd the kingdom for cver. 
The bifliop madc no defence in the lowcr houfe, re- 
fervingall his powcr to be excrtcd in the houfe of 
lords. In that afiTcmbly he had many friends ; his 
cloquence, politcncfs, and ingenuity, had procured 
him many ; and his caufe being heard, a long and 
warm debate wa&- the confequencê. As thcre was 
littie againft him but intercepted letters, which 
were wrítten in cyphcr, the earl Pawlct infifted 
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on the danger and injudlce of departing, in fuch 
cafes, from the fixcd rules of cvidence. The duke 
of Wharton having fummed up the depofitionst 
and íhewn the infufliciency of thcm, concluded 
with faying, That, let the confequences be what 
they would, he hoped the luftre of that houfe 
would never be tarniíhed, by condemning a man 
without evidence. The lord Bathuríl fpoke alfo 
againlt the bill, obferving, That, if fuch extraordi- 
nary proceedings were countenanced,^^ he faw no- 
thing remaining for him and others to do, but to 
retire to their country-houfes, and there, if pof- 
fible, quictly enjoy their eftates within their own 
families, fince the lcaft correfpondence, or inter- 
ceptcd letter might be made críminal. Then 
turning to the biíhops, he faid, he could hardly 
account for the inveterate hatred and malice fome 
perfons bore the ingenious biíhop of Rochefter, 
unlefs it was, that they were iníatuated ]ike the 
wild Americans^ who fondly believcd they inhert, 
not only the fpoils, but jeven the abilities of any 
man they deftroy. The earl of SíraíFord fpoke on 
the farae fide j as alfo lord Trevor, who obferved, 
That,. if roen were in this unprecedented manner 
proceeded againft, without legal proof, ïn a fliort 
time the minifter's favour would be th« fubjeíl''s 
only proteftion ; but that for himfelf, no appre- 
henfions of what he might fuffer would deter him 
from doing his duty. He was anfwered by lord 
Seafield, who endeavoured to íhew, that the evi'- 
dence which liad been produced before them was 
fufficient to convince any reafonable man j an^ 
in this he was fupported by the duke of Argyle 
and Lord Lechmere. To thefe lord Cowper re- 

Ílied, That the ftrongeft argument urged in be- 
alf of the bill, was neceflity i but for his part, 

N2 
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he could fee noihing that could jufliify fjuch un- 
precedented, and fuch dangerous proceedings. The 
other party, howcver, faid little in anfwer : pcr- 
haps already feníible of a majoríty in their favour.« 
The bill was palTed againft the biíhop, and feve- 
ral lords entered their proteft. Among thc mem- 
bers in the houfe of commons, who had exerted' 
themfclves moft ftrenuouíly in the biftiop's favour, 
was doftor Freind, the celebratcd phyfician 5 and 
he was now taken into cuftody on fufpicion of 
treafonable praílices. He was íbon after, how- 
ever, admitted to bail, his friend do£lor Mead 
becomin^ his fecurity. In two days after, the 
bifliop of Rochefter embarked for baniíhment^ 
accompanied with his daughter : and, on the farae 
day that he landed at Calais, the famous lord Bo- 
língbroke arrived there, on his return to England, 
having obtained his majefty's pardon : upon which 
the bifliopy fmiling, faid, His Lordjhip an'd I are 
ixchanged, . In this manner the bifliop continued 
in exile and poverty tiíl he died ; though it maj 
not be improper to obferve, that dodior Sachevercl 
Jeft him by wiil, five hundred pounds. 

Few tranfaftions of importance happened dur- 
ing the remainder of this reign ; the miniftry were 
cmployed in making various and expenfive negotia- 
tions, and covenants made without faith, and only 
obferved from mbtives of intereft or fear. The 
parliament made alfo fome eíTorts to check the 
progrefs of vicc and immorality, which now bc- 
gan to be diíFufed through every rank of lifc; 
uxury and profligacy had increafed to á furprjfing 
degrce : nor were thcre any tranfaíiions to fill the 
pageof hiftory, exccpt the merccnary fchcmes of 
vile projcftors, or thc taftelefs profufion of new- 
made opulence. Thc treatics lately concluded with 
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Spain were again broken, pcrhaps by every party : 
admiral Hoficr was fent to intercept the Spaniíh 
galleons from America, of which the Spaniards 
being apprized, remanded back their treafure j and 
the greateft part of the Engliíh fleet, fent on thie 
errand, was rendercd, by the worms, entirely unfiit 
for fervice, and tbe men were cut . j^ ini6 
ofFby the unhealthy cllmate and long • • 7 • 
voyage. Toretaliate this, the^paniards undertook 
the fiege of Gibraltar, and with fimilar fuccefsw 
New treaties weie fet on foot \ Francc ofFered itts 
mediation : and fuch a rcconciiiation as^ treaties 
could procure was the confequence. 

The king had not • now for two years vifited 
hÍ3 German dpminions ; and therefore, foon after 
the breaking up of parliamcnt-, hë prcpared for a 
voyage to Hanover. Accordingly, ha^ing ap- 
pointed an' adminiftration in his abfencc, he em- 
Darked for Holland ; lay, upon his landing, at 
the Httle town oí Vert j next day proceeded on hi$ 
journey ^ and, in two days more, between tcn and 
cleven at night, arrived at Delden, in all appear»i 
ance in ípcrfcfl: heaith. He fupped there verjr 
heartily, and continued his progrefs early the next 
morning. Bctween eight and nine he ordered thc 
coach to ftop, and, it being perceivcd that one of 
bis hands hy motionlefs, monfieur Fabrice, who 
had formcrly been the fervant of the king of 
Sweden, and now attended king Georgc, chafed 
it betwecn his. As this had no effe^, tbe fur- 
gton was called, who followed on horfeback, and 
alfo rubbed it with fpirits : foon . after the king's 
tongue began to fwell, and he had juft force enough 
'tobid thcm haften to Ofnaburg ; and, falling into 
Fabrice's arms, quite infenfible, never recovered, 
but czpired about eleven o'clock the next morn-* 

N3 .. 
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ingé He died on 3unday the eleventh of June 
1 727» m the fixty-eight year of his age, and in 
the thirteenth of his reign. Whatever was good 
©r great in the rcign of George . I. ought to be at- 
tiibuted whoUy to himfelf | whenever he deviated^ 
k might juilly be iniputed to a miniítry always 
partial, and often corrupt. He was almofí: ever 
attended with good fortune, which was p'artly 
owing to prudence and more to afliduity. In fliort, 
his fuccefles ate the ftrongeft inilance of how much 
Biay be atchieved by moderate abilities ezerted with 
application and uniformity. 



LETTER LIV. 

IHave not hitherto faid any thing of the lite- 
rature of the prcfent period, having refolved U> 
refer it ta a feparate leiter^ in which we may have 
a more perfpicuous view of it, than if blended with 
the ot^dkiary occurrences of the ftate. Though 
leammghad never received fewer encouragements 
than ín the prefent reign, yet it never fiouriíhed 
more. That fpirit of philofophy which had been 
excited in former ages, ftill continued to operate 
with the greateft fuccefs, and produced the greateft 
xúen in every profeílton. Among the divinesi At- 
terbury and Clarke diftinguifhed themfelves. As 
apreacher, Atterbury united all the graces of ftyle 
with all the elegance of a juft delivery ; he was 
naturaly polite, fpirited i and his fermons may be 
ranked aipong tfae £rft of this period. Clarke, on 
the other hand, defpifing the graces of eloquence,. 
only fought aíter convidbioni with rigorous, though 
phlegmaticexa£lnefs, and brought moral truths 
^lmoft to mathematical preciíion. Tet ^neither he^ 



»IN A SERIES OF LETTERS. • ijr 

Cudworth, nor any other divine, did fuch fervicc 
to the reafoning world, as the great Mr. John 
Lockc, who may be jullly faid to havc reformed 
all oúr modes of tbinking in metaphyfical inquiry. 
Though the jargon of fchools had been before him 
^rraigned, yet feveral of their errors had ftiU fub- 
íifted, and were regarded as true. Locke, there« 
forc fet himfelf to overturn their fyftems, and re- 
fute their abfutdities i thefe he efte£tually accom* 
pliíhed ; for which reafons his book, which when 
publiíhed, was of iníinite fervice, may be found lefs 
ufeful at préfcnt, when the doélrines it was calcu- 
lated to refute are no íongcr fubfifting. 

' Among the moral writcrs of this period, thc 
carl of Shafteft)ury is not to be pafled over, whofe 
clegance, in fome meafure, recompences for his 
want of folidity. The opinions of all latter writers 
upon moral fubjefts are only derived from the an- 
cients. Motals are a fubjeft on which the induftry 
of man has been exercifed in evcry age ; and an 
infinite number of fyftems have been the refult. 
That of Shafteft)ury, in which he eftablifties a 
uatural fenfe of moral beauty, was originally 
profeftêd by Plato, and only adorned by the Eng- 
lifli philofopher. 

This feemed to be the age of fpeculation. Berke- 
lcy, afterwards Biftiop of Cloyne, in Ireland, fur- 
pafled all his cotempor^aries in fubtlety of difquifi- 
tion '9 but the mere efforts of reáfon, which are 
cxerted rather to raife doubt than procure certainty, 
will never meet with much favour from fo vain 
a being as man. 

Lord Bolingbroke had alfo fome reputation for 
metaphyfical inquiry : his friends extolled his fa- 
gacity on that head, and the public were willing 
cnough ta acquiefce in their opinion ; bis famc 
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therefore míght have continucd to rifei or, at lead^ 
wouldhave never funk^ if he had never publiíhed. 
His workahave appeared, and the public are no lon- 
ger in their former fentimeots. 

In mathematics and natural philofophyy the vein 
opened by Newton was profecuted with fuccefs: 
do£lor Halley illuftrated the theory of the tides, 
and encreafed the catalogue of the ítars i while 
Gregory reduced aílronomy to one compreheníivQ 
and regular fyílem. 

Do^r Friend, in medicine, produced fome in* 
genious theories, which,. if thcy did not improvc 
the art| at leaíl íhewed his abilities and leaming ia 
his profeilion.. Do£lor Mead was equally elegant, 
'and more fuccefsful ^ to him is owing the ufeful 
improvement of tapping in the dropfy, by means 
of a fwathe. 

But, of all the other arts, poetry in this agc waa 

carried to the greateft perfeflion. The languagc^ 

for fome ages had been improving, but now feemed' 

cntirely divefted of its roughneís and barbarity. 

. Among the poets of this period we may place John 

Philips, author of feveral poems, but of nonc 

more admired than that humourous one, intitled 

The Splendtd Shillwg : he lived in obfcurity, and 

died juft above want. William Congrtve defervcs 

alfo particular notice : his comedies, fomc of which 

were but cooUy received upon their firft appearancc, 

íeemed to mend upon repetition ; and he is, at pre- 

fent, juftly allowed the foremoft in that fpecies of 

dramatic poefy : his wit is ever juft and brilliant ^ 

his fentiments new and lively; and his elegancc 

equal to his regularity. Next him Vanburgh is 

placed, whofe humour feems more natural, and 

charaders more new ; but he owes too many obli* 

gations to the French entirely to pafs for an oti« 
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ginal ; and h!s total dlfregard of dccency in a 
great meafure, impairs his merit. Farquhar is ítill 
more lively, and, perhaps, more entertaining than 
cither ; his pieces continue the favourite perform- 
ances of the ftage, and bear frequent rcpctition 
without fatiety ; but hc often miftakes pertnefs for 
wit) and feldom ftrikes his charaélcrs with proper 
force or originality. Howevcri he dicd vcry young^ 
and it is remarkable, that hé continucd to improvc 
as hc grew older ; his laft play, intitlcd The Beaux 
'Stratagemy being thc bcft of his produ&ions. Ad- 
difon, both as a poet and profc writcr, defervcs thc 
liigheft regard and tmitation. His Campaign, and 
Lctt^r to Lord Halifax from Italy, are mafter^pieccs 
inthe/ormer, and'his'Effays publiíhed in the Spcc- 
tator are inimitable fpecimens of thc latter. Whaí- 
wcr he trcatcd of was handlcd with chegancc antl 
prccifion ; and that virtue which wais tasught in his 
writitigs, was cnforccd by his exanipk. Stecl 
was Addífon's frtend and admirer : his comcdieia 
arc ,perfcftly polite, chafte, and genteel ; nor w?jrc 
'his other works contemptible : he wrote on feve- 
ral 'fubjedls, and yet it is amazing, in the multi- 
'plicity of his purfuits, how he found leifure for thc 
difcuffion 'of any : ever pcrfecuted by creditors, 
whom his profufcnefs drew upon him, or purfu- 
'ing ín^prafticablc fchemes, fuggéfted by ill-gtound- 
cd ambitien. Dcan Swift was thc profeffed anta- 
gonift of both Addifdn and him. He perceivcd 
thatthere was a fpirit of romance mixed with all 
the wotks of the poets who preccded him ; or, iti 
other words, that they had drawn naturc on the 
moft pleafing fide. Therc ftill thcrcfore was a 
placclcftfor him, who, carelcfs of ccnfure, íhould 
defcribc it'juft* as itwasj with allits deformities* ; 
he therefore owes much of his fame, not fo mud) 
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to the greatnefs of hl& genius, as to the boldneli 
ofit. He was dry, farcaftic, and fevere ; and 
fuitedhis ftyle exa£Uy to the turn of his thought, 
being concife and nervous. In this 'lperiod alfo 
flouriftied many of fubordinate fame. Prior was 
the fiift who adopted the French elegant eafy man- 
ner of telling a ftory ; but if what he has bor- 
rowed from that nation be taken from blm, fcarce 
any thing will be left upon which he can lay 
claim to applaufe in poetry. Rowe was only out- 
done by Shakefpear and Otway as a tragic writer i 
he has fewer abfurdities than eithery and is, per- 
haps, as pathetic as they ; but his flights are not 
fo bgld, nor his charaÁers fo ftrongly marked. 
Perhaps his coming later than the rcft may have 
contributed to leíTen the cftcem he defcrves. Garth 
bad fuccefsas a poet ; land, for a time, his fame 
was even gréater than bis defert. In his principal 
work, the Difpenfary, his verfification is neglK 
gent, and hi-s plot is now become tedious ; but 
whatever he may lofe as a poet, it would be im- 
proper to rob him of the merit he deferves for hav- 
ing written the profe dedication, and preface, to 
the poem already mentioned, in whi^h he has 
Ihewn the trueft wit, with the moft refined ele- 
gance. Parnel, though he has written but one 
poem, namely the Hermit, yet has found a place 
among the Englifti firft-rate poets. Gay> likewife^ 
by his Fables and Paftorals, has acquired an equal 
reputation. But of all who have added to the ftock 
of Englifti poetry, Pope, perhaps, deferves the firft 
place. On him foreigners look as one of the moft 
fuccefsful writers of his time : his verfifícation is 
tbe moft harmonious, and his correélnefs the moft 
remarkable, of all our poets. A noted cotempo- 
rary of his own» calls th e Englifli the fineft writers 
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t>n moral toplcsy and Popc the nobleft moral wrlter 
ofali the Engliíh. Mr. Pope has fomewhere named 
himfelf the lail Engliíh mufe ; and^ indeed, Gnce 
hls time, yrc have feen fcarce any produdlion that 
can juílly laý claim to immortallcy-; he carried the 
language to its higheíl perfeóHon : and thofe who 
have attempted ftill farther to improve it, inftead of 
ornament, have only caught finery. 

Such was the learning of this period ; it flourifli- 
ed without encouragement, and the Engliíh tafte 
fcemed to diffufc itfejf over all Europe. The French 
tragedíes began to be written after the model of ours ; 
ottr philofophy was adopted by all wlio pretended to 
reafon for themfelves. At prefent, however, whcn' 
the leamed of turope are turned to the Engliíh wri- 
ters for inftrufiion , all fpirit of learning has ceafed 
among us. So little has been got by litcrature for 
more|than an age, that none chufe to tum to it for 
prefcrment. Church preferments, which were once 
gíven as the rewardsof learning, have for fome time, 
deviated to the intríguing, venal, ánd bafe. AIl de- 
fire of novelty, in thinking, is fuppreifed among us ; 
and our fchoiars, more pleafed with fecurity and eafe 
than honour, coolly follow the reafonings of their 
prcdcccírorsj and walk round the circle of former 
difcovery. 
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LETTER LV. 

UPON thc deaíh of Georgc I. his fon Gfiorgc 
II. afcended thethrone ; ofinfcrior abilíties to 
já r% ^ thc latc king, and confequently ftill 
' ''morc ftrongly attached to his domi- 
nions on thc continent. The various fubfídies that 
had heen in the laft reign granted to maintain forcign 
conhexions« wcre ftill kcpt up in this ; and tfae late 
íyftem of politics underwent no fort of alteration. 
The rights and privilegcs of thc thronc of £ngland 
were, in gcneral> committcd to the minifter's care ; 
thc royal concern bcing chiefly fixed upon balaucing 
thc German powers> and gaining an afcendancy for 
the elcftor of Hanover in the empirc. Thc miniftry 
wa8> at íirft, divided bctwËcn lord Towníhcndj a 
Qian of extcniive knowlcdge ; the earl of Cheftcr- 
field thcjonly man of gcnius employed undcr thÍ3 
govcmment ; and. Sir Robert Walpolcf who foon 
after engroflcd thegreatcft íbare of the adminiftrarion 
to himfclf. 

r Sir Robert Walpolcy whois tomake the principal 
figure in theprefent rcign, had^ from low begin^ 
ningSy raifcd himfelf to thc hcad of the trcafttry*. 
Strongly attached to thc houfe of Hanover» and ferv* 
ing it at all timcs whcn it wanted his aíBftancc, he 
ftiU maintained the pr^judiccs with which he fet 
out ; and, unaware of the altcration of fentiments in 
the nation, ftill attcmpted to govern by party. He, 
probably, like ^vcry other miniftcr, began by 
endeavouring to fcrve his country ; but meeting 
with ftrong oppofition, his fucceeding endea- 
vours werc rathcr cmployed in maintaining his 
poft than of bcing ferviccable in it. The declin- 
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>itig prcrogative of the crown .Diíght.have been m 

early obje3: of his attention ; but, in the feqticlj 

thoíe very nieáftires >which he took to -increafeit, 

,proved to be the moft éffcaual means of undcr- 

mining it. A^ latfcriy all his aims were turi^ed 

only tO'fcrve himfelf ,and his friends', he under* 

"took'to ïuake a majority in the houfe of coramons, 

'by bribingthememhers j-and, what was.ftill, worfc, 

avowed the corruption. As all fpirít of 'integrity 

was noWílavighed out ofthe kingdomj and as thc 

ipeqple wcre held to duty by no motives of rcli- 

gious obGdience to the throne, ipatrictifm was' ridi- 

culed, .and venality praflifed without íhame. As 

fuch ,a difpofi]tion or thjngs naturally produced ctp* 

'pofition, Sir Robert was pdíreffed of a moft phleg- 

matic infcnfibiUty to bear reproach, and a calm 

' difpaflionát^ way of reáfoning upon fuch topics as 

he dcfirc.d to cnforce. His difcourfe was ïuent 

without eloq.uCnce; and his reáfons convincing, 

"without any fliare of elevation. 

The houfe of commons, \thiéh in the preced- 

• ing reign had been diftinguiíhed into whigs and 

jaeobites,, now underwent another change, and 

was ^gain divided into the cóUrt and country parties. 

The.court party were for fávouring. all the fchcmes 

of the miniftry, and applauding all thc meafures 

' of the crown. They regarded for^ign alliances as 

' conducive to intcrnal fecurity ; and paid 'the troops 

•^cf other cduntries for their promifes of future aflift'- 

ance. Of thcfe Sir 'Robert was the leader ; and 

>£uch as he could not convince by his elcrquencc, 

hcundertook to buy 'ovCr by places and penfions. 

The Qther fide, who called themfelves the country 

party, were entirely áverfe 'to continental con'* 

ne£kions ; ' theý complained that immenfe fums 

werc laviflied on fubfidiés which could never bc 

Vol. 11. O 
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tufeful ; and that alliances wejc bought with mo^ 
ney, which Oiould be only rewarded by ^ recipro- 
cation of good intentions. Thefe looked upon thc 
frequent journics of the kíng to his cleéloral do- 
minions with a jealous eyci and fomêtimes hinted 
at the alienation of the royal aíFedlions from £ng- 
Jand. Moft of thefe had been ftrone aífertors of 
- the Proteftant fucceffion ', and not fcaring thc rc-p^ 
proachof Jacobitifm, thcy fpoke with ftill grcater 
poldncfs. As the .coujrt párty generally threatened 
ihe houfc oC commons with imaginary dangers to 
the ftate : fo tliofc of the country ufualiy declaimcd 
;igainft thc enchroachmcnts of thc prerogative. Thc 
jthrcats of ncithcr werc founded in truth ; the king- 
dom was in no danger from abroad 5 nor w^s in- 
ternaï liberty in thc l.eaft infringed bv Ú\e crown^ 
On the contrary, thpfe who viewed tne ftatc with 
an unprejudiccd eyc, wcre of opinipn, that thc prcf 
rogativcs of thc crown wcrc thc only part of the 
conftitution tbat was cvery day growing wcaker ; 
that, whilc the king's thoughts were turned to fo- 
rcign conccrns, the miniftry were unmindful of 
his authority at home ; and that cvery day the 
governmcnt was making hafty ftcps to an arifto* 
cracy, the worft of all governments. As Walpoje 
headed thc court party, fo the Icadcrs of the oppo- 
íite íide wcre Mn \^^illiam Pitt, Mr. Shippen, Sir 
William Wyndham. and Mr. Hunjgerford. 

The great objeíts of controvcrfy during this 
reign, were the nafionai debí, and the number of 
forces to be kept in pay. The govcrnmcnt, at 
the acceffion of the prefent monarch. owed morc 
than thirty railllons of money •, and, though it was 
a tinie of profound peace, yet this fum vvas con* 
tinually found to increafe. To pay off this, th^ 
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IBíníftry propofed many projefts, and put fome 
iïito execution ; tut what could be expe<3:ed front 
a fct of men*, who mad^ thc public wealth only fub- 
fervient to private intereft, and w*ho grew power- 
ful on the wrecks of fheir country ? D'emands for 
new fupplies were made every fêflion of parlja- 
ment, either for the purpofes of fecuring friends 
upon the continent, of guarding the internal po- 
lity, or for enabling the miniftry to aA vigoróufly 
iti conjunftion with their alfies abroad,. 'Thcfe 
were as regularly oppofed as made ; the fpeakers of 
-the country party ever infift'cd, that the Engliíh had 
no buíinefe-to embroil themfelves with the aíFairs 
of the continent ; that expences were incurred 
wjthout prudenpe or neceffity; and that the in- 
crcáfc of ihc national debt, by multiplying taxes^ 
would at length become intolerable to the people. 
Whatever re^fon^ there might be ín fuch argu- 
ments, they were notwithftanding, conftantly 
over-ruled ; and every demand granted with plca- 
íTarc and profuíion. 

All thefe treaties and alliances, however, in whíck 
the kingdom had been lately involved, feemed no 
way produdïive of tbe general traoquillity expe£led 
from them. The Sp'aniards, who had never been" 
thoroughíy reconciled , ftill continued their depreda- 
tions, and plundered the Engliíh merchants upon 
thc fouthern coafts of Amcrica, as if they had' 
been pirates. This was the reign of negotia- 
tions ; and, from thefe atone, the miniftry pro- 
mifed themfelves and the naíion redréfs. Still, 
Rowcver, the énemy went on to infult and feize,. 
regardlefs of our vain cxpoftulations. a r^ p 
Thc Britifli merchants complained, • ' 7 • 
by petition' of the loíTes fuftained by thc Spa- 
nEa/rds j and the houfe of^commons deliberated. 

O 2. 
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upon this fubjea. Thcy examined the cvidence^, 
and prefented an addrefs to his majcliy. He pra- 
mifed them all poílible fatisfa£tion, and negocta- 
tions wcre begun as formerly, and a new trcaty 
was figned at Vienna between the enrperor and 
the kings of Great Britain and Spain, tending to 
confirm the former. Though fuch tranfaftions 
did not give the fecurity that was expeóttd from 
them, yet they, in fome meafure, put oíT the 
troubles- of Europe for a tirae. An inrerval of 
peace fucceeded, in which fcarce any events hap« 
pened that deferves the remembrance of an hifto- 
rian ; fuch intervals are, however, the periods of 
happinefs . to a people ; for hiftory is too often but 
the regifter of human , calamities. By this treaty 
át Vjlcnna, the king of England conceÍTcd" hopcs;^ 
that the peace of Europe was cftabliíhed upon 
the moft lafting foundation. Don Carfos, upon 
the death of the duke of Parma, was, by thc af- 
fiftance of an Engliíh fleet, put in peaceable pof- 
£síHon of Parma and Placentia. Six * thoufand^ 
Spaniards were quietly admitted, and qaartercd:. 
in the. dutchy of Tufcany, to fecure for him the 
reverfíon of that dukedom» Thus we fee Europe,^. 
in fomc meafure, refembling a republioj putting 
monarchs into new kingd.oms, and deprivingothers 
of their fujpceíEpn by an uniyerfal corícurrence.u 
But this amicable difpofition amoxig the great powers. 
could never continue long ; and thc republic. of 
Europe muft be but an, empty name, until there bc; 
fpme controlling power fet up by univerfal confent> 
to enforcc obedience to the law of nations. 

During this. interval of profound peace, nothing 
remarkable happened, except the conftant difputa- 
tió^s in.the houfe of C9í»mons,^where. the. qpn-. 
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fefts between the court and country party were 
carried on with.the greateft acrimony, the fpecches 
on either fide being diftated lefs by reafon than 
refentment. A calnj, unintereíled reader is now 
furprifed at the heat with which many fubjefts, of 
llttle 'importahce in ihemfelves, wcre clifcuíled at. 
that tlme ! he now fmiles at thofe dënunciations of 
ruin with which their orations arc replete. The 
truth is, the liberty of a nation is better fupported 
by thc oppoíitión, than by what is faid in the oppo— 
fition. 

In times ofprofound tranquíllity the flighteft oc- 

currencesbecorae objeíis of univerfal attention. A 

foci^tyof men, entitled ÍT^^ Charitahle Córporation^ 

cxcited the indignation of the public. Their pro* 

. fêíïed intention was'to lend money at legal inlereft 

to the poor, upon fmall pledges ; and to perfons pf 

hetter rank, upon propcr fecurity. Their capital 

was at firft límited to thirty thoufand pounds ; but 

they afterwards increafed it to fi^xhundfed thoufand. 

•This money was granted ih by fubfcripion ; and 

the care of conduAing the capital was entrufted to 

a proper number of direftors. This company, 

having continued for more than twenty years, the 

caíhier, George Robinfon, and the ware-houfe- 

keeper of the company, difappeared in one day. 

Five hundred thoufand pounds of the capital ap- 

* peared to be funk and embezzled by the direftors, 

ia a manner the proprietors could not account for. 

They therefore pétitioned the houfe, reprefenting 

the manner in which they had been defrauded of 

fuch vaft fums of money,and the diftrefs to which 

many were reduc<íd, in confequence of fuch im- 

pofition. The petition was received, and a fecret 

committee appointed to enquire into the grievance. 

They foon difcovered a moft iniquitous fcene ofi 
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fraudi which had been carrled on by Thomfc»\ 
and Robinfon, in concert with foineofthe dircc-. 
tors, for embezzling the capital^ and cheating thc 
proprietorg. Many perfons of ranfc and quality. 
were concerned in this infaraous, confpiracy 5 even 
fome of the firft charaftersán the nation did not- 
efeape without cenfure. The houfe of commons^ 
dcclared their refentment, and expelled one. or , two ^. 
of their mcmbers : but the fufferers- met with^ 
fcarcc any redrefs. Nor canlraention fiich a cir- ' 
cumftance without refleéling on tlj^t fpirit of 
rapacity,amJ avarice which infefted every^degrec of * 
peoplê. An iU example in thc goyerning part of 
a country ever diffufes itfelf downward 5 and whilc 
the miniftry do not bluíh at dettflion, the people- 
of every rank wiM not fear guilt. About -this time 
notlefs than fi:ve membors of parliament were ex- 
pelled for the m oft fordid afts of knavery ; Sir- 
Robert Sutton, Sir Archibald Grant, and George 
Robinfon, for their. fraud^ in the management of 
^tbe Cbarity Corporation fcheme ; Dtnnis . Bond, 
efquire, and ferjeant Burch, for a fraudulent fale of 
the late earl of D'erwentwater's forfeited eftates. . ^ 
Luxuryhad produced pi^odigality, the fure parent- 
of every meannefs. It was even afferted in the , 
houfe of lords, that not one ftilling of the forfeited 
eftates was cver applied to the fervice of the public^ 
but became the reward of. avarice and venalty- 

Another occurrence of a more private nature i 
about this time excited. public convpaffion, not ^ 
without a degree of horror : Richard Smith, a ^ 
book-bindcr, and his wife, had long liyed toge- 
ther, and ftruggled with thofe.wants, which, not- 
withftanding the profufion of the rich at this time^ 
oppreffed the poor. Their mutual tenderncís foi 
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eQtrlf othcr was the only comfort thcy had in their . 
drftreflcs, which diftreffés were increafed by having ^ 
a child, which thcy knew not how to maintain* At : 
lcngth thcy took the defpcrate rcfolution : of dying - 
hy thcir own hands ;, the child's tbroat was cut, and • 
the huíband.and wife wcre foundhanging in their- 
bedchambcr»- They left a . Ictter behind, containing 
the rcafons.which inducqd them to this aft of defpe- - 
ration : they .dcclaredi that they xould no longcr fup - 
portalife of fuch complicated wrctchedncfs ; and- 
tfeoughtit tendcrncfsto takc thcir child with them- 
fl^m a world whcr^ thcy thcmfelves had found no - 
dompaffioné^ Suicide, in many inftanccs, is afcribed 
to phrcnzy : we havc hcre an inftance of felf-murder», 
opnccrtcd with compofurc, and borrowing the aids^:. 
of réafonfpr jt^.vindication... '. 

láElTER LVI, . " 

»HE hiftory^.ofEngland has Jittlef during this' . 
intcrval to* excite curiofity. The dcbates in 
patliament-grcw cvcry day more óbftinate, as cvcry 
fubjefit happcncd tó come round in voting the annual 
íUppHcs 5 but aSithc fi\bjeíls wcre moftly thefamc^ 
fo alfp were the argumcnts. Thcre was "onc, how- 
ever,rof a différent nature from thofe in the ufual 
courfc of buíinefe, which was laboured for ftrcnu- 
oufly by the miniftry, and. as vvarmly oppofed by 
thcir antagonifts, namely, the excife bilí, which Sir 
RobertWalpoleintroduccdintothehoufe,^ ^ 
by. firft : declaiming agaii^ft ihcfrauds * ' '^^* 
praftifcd by the faftors ifi Lpndon, who were cm- 
ployed by thc Amcrican plantcrs in fclling thdr to- 
bacco* Tp prcvent. thefc, fraud? he propofeii, inftead 
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of havíng the cuíloms levied ín the ufual mann^ru* 
pon tobacco, that ví^hat was imported íhould be lodg- 
ed in warehoufes appointed for that purpofeby thc 
oíRcers of the crown ; from thence to be fold, after 
paying the dutyof four-pence per ponndy when the 
proprietor found a market for it. This propofaL 
niifed a violent ferment, not lefs in the houfe than 
without doors. Thofe who oppofed the fcheme, 
alTerted that it would expofe the faftors to fuch- 
hardíhips, that they would not be able to continue 
the trade, nor would it prevent the frauds complained: 
of. They aíTerted that it would produce an addi- 
tional fwarm of excife-ofBcers and warehoufc-keep- 
ers, which'would at once renderthe miniílry formi- 
dable, and the pcople dependent. Arguments^. 
however, werc not what the miniílry moíl dreaded ; . 
fbr the people had been raifed into fuch a ferment,. 
that all the 'avenuesto the houfe were crowded with 
complaining multitudes ;'and Sir Robert began even 
to fí^ar for his life. The miniftry carried the pro— 
pofal in thc houfe ; but obferving the tumult of the 
people, they thought fit to drop the defígn. The mif- 
carriage of the bill was celebrated with public re- 
joicings in London and Weftminfter ;. and the mini- 
íter was burned in eí&gy by the populace. 

This fiiccefs, in the members of the oppofition . 
encouraged them to go on to a propofal for repeal- 
ingan a(St made in the laft reign, by which the. 
Íioufe. of commons was to be feptenniaí. They 
propofed that parliament íhould again be made 
riennial, as had beenfettled at the Revolution.' In. 

lecourfe of this debate, in which they were op- 
^fed, as ufual, by the miniftry, they reflefted with 

;eat feverity, on the meafures of the late reign». 
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They alTerted, that the feptennial a£l was an en- 
croachment on the rightá of the people \ that, duiv- 
ing the contínuance of thaf parliament, feveral fe- 
vere laws had been enadled •, that by one of thefe 
a man' might bc removed, and tried in any place 
where the jury might be favourable to the crown^. 
and where the prifoner's witneíTes could not, or 
dared not to come j that, by another, a juftice 
of the peace was empowered to put the beíl fub* 
je£ls to immediate death, after reading a pro-' 
Ciamation againft ríots, 'Í'he SouthSea fchcme^, 
they faid, was eftaWifhed by an aíJ: of a feptennial 
pariiament ; and the excife bill had like, utider 
their influcnce alfo, to have paff(^d into a law. Sir 
Willlam Wyndham diftinguííhed himfelf in this 
debate: Lei us fufpofey faid he, a man' ivithout any 
finfé of btinour ratfed to be a chtef mtnijier of Jiate» ■■ 
^ Suppofe him poffeffed of great Mvealfh ; the plunder of 
the notton, Suppcfe him fcreened hy a corrupt majo^ 
rity of his creatureSf -and thfu/ting ovér all men of 
Jamiiyi y^^i ^n<i homur^ in the naticn, JLet us fup'^ 
pofe a vmal pftríiamenty ahd an ignorani iing i /. 
kope-fttcb a cafe ivill never occur^ : but Jhould fucb 
ev^r happen to be at once united^ a fhort parliament 
tviil be the oniy means of lefftnkig the' eviL Not« 
withftandingthefeexpoftulation*, theminiftry wcre^ 
36 ufual) vi&orious, and' the niotion fuppreíTed by 
the majority. Thtis tbe country party now fotmd 
themfelves out-numbered upon every^ occafion; 
they had long compUined, in vain, that debate was 
' vfeief8> íínce every member feemed to have lifted 
'himfelf underthe bamjers of party, to which he held 
withoat íhrinking. Defpairing therefore of being 
. abk to ftem the torrent of corruption, they^ retired 
ta their feats in the country, and left the roiniftry. 
3n undifputed majority iathe houfe. 
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The miniíler, beíng now left without oppoGtíoH' 
in the houfe, took this opj>ortunity to render his- 
rivals odious or eonten^ptible, by getting feveral 
ufeful laws palTed in their abfence ;, while the king. 
labourcd with equal aíTiduity to adjjuft thc politi-' 
cal fcale of Europe, and for this purpofe made 
feverdl journies to his^ eledloral dominions- But 
his aíHduity .in healing.foreign diflferences did not 
prevent one of a raore domeftic nature : for a mif- 
underftanding arofe between him and the prince 
of Wales ; a prince that was the darling of the 
people, and who profeíTed his diflike both to the 
j n' r*7 « rainiftry and their venal. meafures. 
'^ ' He ha(J been a íhort rime before^ 
married to thc princcfs of Saxegotha ;. and the 
prince's mift^king a mefl^age from the king, at 
a time when the princefs was lying-ÍD, firft 
caufed the rupture. It was foori after widcned 
by the vile emiflliries of'the court ; fo that his 
majefty foirbade the prince his prefence,. and gave- 
ordefs that none of his attendants ^ould be ad* 
mitted to court. A motion> however, was made. 
m the houfe of eommons, for increafing the princeV 
íettlement, which was but fifty thoufand pounds> 
to an hundred thoufand. It was reprefented that 
fo much had been granted by the late king to his 
prefent majefty when prince of Wales ; and that 
iuch a fettlement was conformablc to the prac- 
tice of former times, and neceflliry to the indepen- 
dency of the heir apparent to the Engliíli crown^ 
This motion was vigoroufly oppofed by Sir Ro- 
bert Walpole, as an encroachment on thc preroga- 
tive, and an oíEcious intermeddling in the king's 
family afl^airs. The fupporters of the motion ob- 
ferved, that the allowancc of fifty thoufand pounds 
wa& notfuíficient jo defray the grince'á yearly ex»- 
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jjcnces, M^hich, by hís niajefty's own regulation, 
-amounted 'to fixty-lhree thoufand. The motion-, 
*=however, mct the fatc of all other anti*mini(lerial 
•meafures, being rejeiScd by the majority. 

But whatever imaginary difappointments the 
people might fuíFcr, ther-e was a bíow levelled at 
ïhe little wit that was left recnaining, which has 
cfFcftually baniíhed. ali tafte from the ílage, and 
from which it has 'never fince recovered. When 
Walpole cntered into power, he refolvcd to defpife 
that fct of undcr-ratc writer€, who live- by ar^- 
raigning evcry miniftry, and diíTeminating fcandal 
and abufe. For a time he profecuted that inteiv- 
tion ; but, at laft, found it nccefíary to employ 
a fet of mean hireJings, .to anfwer calumny with 
calumny. He wanted judgcment to diftinguiíh 
geni'us ; or none pQÍTefled of fuch a gift were mean 
enough to applaud his mcafures. From hence he 
took an implacable averfion to the prcfs, whLch 
fo feverely expofed his corruption, and branded 
his foliics. But the prefe alonc/was not the only 
fcourge he had to fear ; the theatre joined all its 
TÍdicuIe, and he ílivï himfelf expofed as the objeél 
oí fcorn as well as hatred. Whcn licence once 
tranfgrëfles <hc rules of decency, it knows no 
'bounds. Some of the pieccs exhibited at that 
time, were «ot only fevere but immoral alfo. This 
was what the minifter held to ; he broughí in a 
bill td limit the number of play-houfes ; to fubjeíí: 
■all dramatic wíitings to tlie infpeftion of the lord- 
chamberlain, whofe licence was to be obtaíned 
bcftíre any work could appear. Among thofe who 
cmdertook to oppofe this bill was the earl of 
Chefterfield, who obferycd, that the laws already 
in being for keeping the ftage within due bounds 
^&XC €very way fuíficient. ^ fays he, otér Jlage^ 
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players at any iinte excéed^th^fe hoíinds^ ihey ougit 'to 
Jfe profecuted^Mfid may he pumjbed. A nenu iaw there^ 

fore is^ ift 'tbe' prtfont in/hnce^ Mnnecëffary \ and every 
unnecejfary htv ,ts idangeeifius. W^itf my lords^ is the 
property oý thofe that have it \ and it is -túo often the 

■^nly pr^pertythey iave* <ll is *^f}jiift therefore to rúb 
M man at any rate ofhis ypofftjjions s hut ^it is cruelty 
'io fpQÍl hitnt %f already poor. ^y poets and^players 
iore to be Ttfirenned let tbem he r(flramed iike ,oíher 

fuhjeBs \' let ihem he triid.hy'theirpetrSyWidtetnotji 
^ord-^amberlain .ée made^he fiverfi^n 'ju^ge *of iwêt. 

^ power iodgédin the^baBdsrof aftf^gle man to deter^ 

^miney wiibottt iimitatim ,or appealj is a priviie^e un^ 
known to M>ur ianust a»d insonftjlemt witb our confii^ 

.tution. Tbe hatiíc ^applaji^ded his wit and elo- 

^quence ; and tke ^qjuc&HMi u^as cairried .againít him. 
Tihe difconteats .occafioned ty fuch .proceedings 

.at home, «were íliU jnore ánci^afed by the depre* 
dations.of the Spaniards*' They difputed tfae right 

^of the Engliíh to ent «Jogweod in the hay of Cam- 
peachy) in Amorica ý a right which had been often 

-«acknowiedgedi 'but never cfearJy explaiaed) in all 
former treaties between tl»e twokingdoms. Their 

rGuarda Cófias .plundered the E^gliíh merchauts 
with impLunity ; -and iipon the leail reGílance .be*- 
haved with iníoience, .c»ud|y, -and rapine. The 
fubjefts of Britain -were buried in thc .mines of 

VPotofi, depríved of íall jaaeans of conveying their 

'Oomplaints to their proteÊliors *nd their veíTels 
cpnfifcated, ín defi^nce of juftice. The Engliíh 
court made frevquent remonftrances to that of Ma* 
drid, of ihis outrageous violation óf treaties, aivd 
theyreceived for anfwer'only promifes of inquiry» 
which produced no reformation. Our mercbants 
loudly complained of thefe outrages ; but the -mi- 

-nifter cjcpefted^ from ;negojluaUoa^ that redrefs 
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wfaích could only be obtained by arms. He knew 
that a war would increafe the diíEculties he had 
to encountcr i and^he was fenfible, that thofe he 
-already encounter^d required all his ar^ and induf- 
try to remove. A war, he was feníiblc, would 
Tequire expenccs which he wiftied to íhare in peace. 
In íhort, all his meafurcs now were not to ferve thc 
ftatc, but to preferve his power. Ihfluenced bjr 
thefe coníiderations, he induilriouíly endeavourcd 
to avoid a rupturc. The fears he difcovered 
only ferved to increafe the enemies' infólence 
and pride. However the complaints of the Eng- 
liíh merchants were loud enough to reach the 
'houfe of commons; their letters aud memorials 
were; produced ; and theii: grievances enforced at the 
-barby couttcil. The houfe, at length, agreed to an 
addxefs, to entreat his majefty to obtain effeftual 
relief,and to convince Spain, that its indignities 
wouldbe no l^nger born with impunity. Thefe 
complaints produced a convention between tbe 
twoprowns, concl«ided at Prado, impprting, that 
two plenípotentiaries íhould meet at Madrid, to 
regulate the refpe£live pretenfions of either king- 
dom, with regard to the trade in America, aiid 
the Itmits of Florida and Carolina. Thefe con- 
ferences were to be finiíhed in eight months, and 
in the mean time all hoftile preparations were to 
ceafe pn eithcr fidcr His catholic majefty agreed 
tQ pay the king of Great Biitain nirtety-five thoufand 
pounds, to fatisfy the demands 6f the i3ritiíli fubjeéïs 
upon the crown of Spain, after deduxSling from 'the 
whole the demands of the crown and fubjcdls 
of Spain upon that of Britain. Sucb an agreement 
as this wasjuftly regarded on the fide of the Britiíli 
miniftry as a bafe defertion of tbe honour and inter- 
cfts of their country : and when tbe houfe of com- 
Vol. I P 
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mons came to take thé conventíon under confidera* 
tion, it produced the warmcft debate. All the ad- 
herents to the prince of Waies joined in the oppofi- 
tion. It was alledged, that the Spaniards, inltead of 
granting a redrefs, had rather extorted a releafe for 
their former condu£t ; and they ftill aíTerted their 
right of fearching Ëngliíh íhips, and had not fo 
znuch as mentioned the word fatisfaéíion in aii the 
treaty. Notwithftanding all the remonftrances a- 
gainít this tr^aty, the majority of the houfe declared 
in its favour , and feveral members of the oppoCte 
fentiment retired from parliament, having deïpaired 
of being longer ferviceabre in a place wherc partjr 
wd noj reafon, was feen to prevail. 

As Spain had engaged to pay a large fum of mo« 
ney by this convention, fome tirae after, when 
the minifter demanded a fupply, upon a diíFerent 
occaiion, Lord Bathurft moved to knowj whether 
Spain had paid the fums ftipulated, as the time 
limited for the payment was^ expired. The duke 
of Newcaftle, by his majefty's permiffion, ac- 
quainted the houfe, that it was not paid ; and that 
Spain had affigned no reafon for the delay. In 
fome meafure, therefóre, to atone for his former 
ilownefs, the minifter now began to put the natjon 
mto a condition for war. Letters of reprifals \jrere 
granted againft the.Spaniards. Thefe preparations 
were regarded by the Spanifli court as a£lual hof- 
tilities. rhe French ambaíTadór at the Hague de- 
clared that the king his mafter, was obliged, by 
treaties, to affift the king gf Spain, he diíTuaded 
the Dutch from efpoufmg the caufe of England, 
who promifed him an inviolable neutrality. It is 
curious enough to confider the revolutions whic^i 
thc political fyftem ofEuropehad undergonc. 
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Not above twenty Vears bcfore, France and Eng- 
land were combined againít Spain ; at prefent» 
France and Spain línited agalníl England. Thofe 
ftatefmen who build upon allianccs as a lading baíis 
of power, wiil at length^ find themfelves , fatally 
miftaken. 

A rupture between great Brítain and Spaín 

being now become inevitablei the people> who had 

long clamoured for war, began to feel uncommou 

alacrity at its approach ^ and the miniílryy finding 

it unavoidabley began to be earneft in prepara- 

.tion. Orders were iíFued for augmenting the land 

forces, and raifing a body of marines. Two ricli 

Spaniíh prizes were taken in the Mediterraneaa 

and war declared againft them ^^ ^ r% 

form. Admiral Vernon was fent ' • 74 • 

to the Weft-Indïes, commandei of the flect, in order 

to diftrefs the Spaniards on that part of the globe.. 

Vernon was a rough and honeft foldier, untainted 

wlth the corruption or the eifeminacy of the: times^» 

He had in the houfe of commons aflerted, that 

Porto-Bello, a fort and harboUr in South Ame- 

rica, might be eafíly taken, and- that he himfeií 

would undertake to reduce it with fix fliips only. 

A projeft which appeared fo wild and impoíEble, 

was ridiculed by the ministry : but, as he still in- 

fisted upon the propofal, they were pleafed to com- 

ply with his request. " This they fuppofed would 

atonce rid them ofatroublefoiTie antagonist in the 

boufe i and, in cafe of his failure, it would be a 

ncw caufe of tríumph at his difgrace. In this, 

however, they were difappointed. The admiral, 

with fix fhips only, attacked and demoliíhed all 

the fortifications of the place, and came away vic- 

torious, almoft without bloodflied. This dawn- 

ïng of fuccefs upon the Britifii arms induced the 
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houfe of commons to enter vigoroully into the 
king*s meafurcs for carrying qn the war. Tliey 
enabled him to equip a very powerful navy ; tliey; 
voted a fubíidy to the king or Denmark^ and im'- 
powered thcir fovtrcign ta d^fray fomc other ex- 
pences, not fpecified in the eftimates ; the whole 
of their grants amounting to about four millions. 
The war was how carried on with vigour, and 
thedebatesin.the houfe of commons became lefs 
violent. In a nation, likíe England, of arts, arms» 
and commercc, war, at certain intervdls, muítever 
be fcrviceable : it turns the current of wealth from 
the induftrious to the enterprifíng. Thus, all or- 
dërs of mankind find .encouragement, and the na- 
tion becomes oompofed \oí individual$, who have 
ikiU to acquire property, and who bave cour^ge to 
dcfen<íit. 



LETTER LVII. 

AWar between England and'Spain was fufficient 
to communicáte difturbances over all the 
globe. Countries vthat were oncc too obfcure 
tó be known, wcre now fecn to fend out íleets, 
one íhip of which was capable of deftroying all 
the naval power of an ACaticcmpire. A fquadron 
of íhips commanded by commodore Anfon was* 
equipped, inorder to fail through the ftreights of 
Magellane into the South-8ea, and to aft againft" 
the enemy on the coafts of Chili and Peru. This 
fleet was to co-opcrate oqcaíionally with admiral 
Vernon acrofs the ifthmus of Uarien ; but the dc- 
lays and blunders of the miniftry fruftrated this 
fcheme, though originally well laid. However^ 
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thottgh too latc in the feafon, the commodore fet 
fofward with .five íhips of the line, a ffigatc, aní 
two ílore-íhips, fuppUed with provifions, and other 
merchandize^ defigned to carry on a trade with 
the favage inhabitants of thaf part of the world, 
or to conciliate their aíFeftions The number of 
men amounted, in all, to abotít fourteen* hundred, 
including two hundrcd invalids tak'en froqi the 
hofpitals, and two hundered new-raifed fVcruits. 
This whole expeditíon is a f5ne inftaHce of thé 
power of perfevcrance in forcing fortune. The 
commodore ííeered hís courfe by the illand of Ma- 
deira,- proceeded to the Cape Verd iflands, and 
failed along the coafts of Brazil He rcfreflied for 
fome tïme at the ifland of St Cafharine'^ in twenty- 
feven degrees of foothern latitude 5 a fpot that en-- 
joys all the verdurc and fruitfulnefs af thofe luxu- 
ríous climates, From this place he fteered ftilt 
cnward into thecold ánd tettipeftuous climatesof 
the fouth, along the coafts of Patagonia ; and, in 
- about five moBths,. entered* the famous Streights^ 
of Magellan, Afcer having fuíFered the moft vio- 
Jent tempefts, he doubled Capé Horri ; the reíi of 
his fleet wcre difperfed or wrecked ;• his crew de- 
pïorably dífabled by the fcurvy ; and his own ftiip^ 
'WÍth diíBculty arrived on the ifland of Juían Fer- 
nandez. ín. this delicious abode he remained for 
íome time, where nature feemed, in fome meafure, 
to confofe mankind, for the calamities of thcir' 
own avarice and ambition. Tn order to improve 
ftill farther a retreat of fuch elegance, he ordered 
fêveral European feeds and fruits to be fo^X^n upón 
the iflandí^ which increafed to fuch a furprifmg de- 
gjret , tl>íit fome Spaniards, who, feveral yearsafter, 
landed there, and fcúnd them in plenty, could 
aot avoid acknowledging this a£t of generofity and 
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benevolence. Here the commodóre was joined by 
one íhip more of his fleet, and by the Tryal fri- 
gate of feven guns. AdYancing now nprthward,, 
towárds the tropic of Capricorn,' he attacked the 
city of f ayta by night. In this bold attempt he 
made no ufe of his íhips, nor even difembarked 
all his men. A few foldiers hnded by night, and 
filled the wholc town with terror and confufion.. 
The governor of the garrifon, and the inhabi- 
tants, fled on all fides ; accuítomed to cruelty over 
a <:onjquered enemy themfclvcs, they expeéled a 
fimilitudc of treatmenf. In 'tte mean time, for 
three dnys, a fmall ptimber of Engliíh kept poflef- 
fion of the town, aíid ftripped it of all its treafures 
and merchandíze, to an'immenfe amount. Such 
of the negroes as had not fled, werc raade ufe of. 
in carrying the goods of their former mafters on 
board the Engliíh íhipping ; and the Spaniards^ 
ref ufing to treat, foon íaw their town all in flames. 
This, however, was but a fmall puniíhment for 
all the cruelties which they had pradlifed, in taking^ 
poflfeirion of that country, upon its firft inhabi- 
tants. The plunder of this place ferved to en- 
rich the captors; and the ravage made among 
them by the fcurvy, ftill increaíed thc, íhare of 
every furvivor. Soon after, this fmall fquadroa 
came.up as, far as Panama, fituated on the ftreights 
of Darien, upon the weftern fide of the great Ame- 
rícan ' continent ; fo thatby Aníbnon the one, and 
Vernon on the other, the Spaniïh empire was at- 
tacked on both fides : but the fcheme failed from' 
Vernon's want of fuccefs, 

Anfon, who now only comtnanded two fliips, the 
remainder having either piit back to England, or 
been wrecked^ by the tempefts, placed all his 
hopes ia taking one of íheíe rich Spaniíh flnps 
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\rhich trade between^the Philippine iílands^ near thc 
the coaft of China iind MexicOj on the Spaniíh maín. 
Only one or two, dét the moft> of thefe veíTela paflêd 
from onc continent to thQother in ayear. Thefe 
are made immeníely ftrong, large, and carry great 
quantities of treafure and merchandize. The comr 
modore, therefore, a»d his little fleet, traTesfed that 
great ocean lying hetween the Afiatic and Am/e rican« 
continenti in hopes of meeting thÍ6 rich prize, whidb 
It was hopéd would,. af that time pf the year, returu 
from the eaft, and amply rep^y tho adventucers for 
alí tHeir dangërs and fatigues. ^ Avarice thus hecame. 
honourable when purfued throu^h peril a^d diftre£i^) 
Bút the fcurvy once mote vifited his crew, now 
long kept at fea, and without frëíh provifions. >Thia 
diforder, though it takes the fame name, is very. 
diffinrcnt from that on land. The fca fcurvy i> 
attended with an univerfal putrefa£^íon, the teeth 
loofen, old wounds that are liealed again open, 
and fometimes the limbs are feen to drop oíF at 
théjoints. By this terribje' diíbrder feveraí of hi& 
men daily fel!, and others wcre difabkd. One of 
his (hips became leaky, and the number of bia 
hands decreafíng, he thought proper to fet it oi% 
firc in the midft of the ocean. His fleet now be.-? 
ihg reduced only to one ftiip, called the' Centuriofty 
offixtyguns, and all the crew in th^ mpft dc-! 
plorablc fituation, he cáft anchor on the deíerted ^ 
ifland of Tinian, whicK lics about half way bcr 
tween tbe old and nfew wprld. This ifland had, 
fome years before, been' peopled by near thirty 
thoufand inhabitants 5 but an epidemrcal dlftemper 
coming among them, deftroyed.a part, and íhe 
rcft forfopk the place. NothÍDg howjever coiild 
exceed the beauty of this fpot. The moft romant- 
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tic imagtnation cannot form a fcene fárpafling: 
what Tinian naturally affordedi greens^ grovësy 
cafcades,. fieids, flowers, and profpeíls. Thia 
retreat faycd the Engliíhfqiradron. AUthat a fea« 
beaten cdmpany of mariners could wiíh, was found 
here in great abundance i clear and wholefome 
water, medicinal herbs» domeftic animals, and 
other neceffaries for refítting thcir íhattered vef- 
lcl. Thus refreíhed> he went forwards towards- 
Chinaj paffed by' the kingdom of Formofa^ and 
went up the river Canton, in order to careen the 
only íhip that was now left him. Being thu» far 
on his way homeward, nothisg can better teílify 
the hardy and untameable fpirit of the £ngli(hj; 
ihan his venturing once more back into tbe fame 
ocean^whcre hc had expcrienced fuch a variety 
of diftrefs. The commodore having put his veffet 
tnto good order» by the affiftance of the Chinefe^. 
and haVing taken Dulch and . Indiaa failors on 
board, he again returned towards America. At 
kngthj on the ninth of June» he difcovered the 
galleon he fo arjdently expeded. This veílêl wa» 
formed as well for thc purpofes of war as of mer-- 
chandize. It mounted (ixty guns» and (ive hun-- 
ëred men, while the crew of the commodore did> 
not exceed half that number. The engagement 
ibon began ; but as thofe wha attack have always- 
theadvantage of thofe whadefend, and as the £ng- 
liíh are more expertin naval affairs than any other 
natiotiythe Spaniíh fliip foon bccame the Centu- 
rion's prize There were but a few men kiUed^ 
on the íide of the £ngliíh, while the Spaniards 
loftnear feventy. The conqueror now rcturned 
toCanton, once more^ with his prize. He there 
maintained tbe honour of his country, in refufing 
to pay.thcimpofts which were laid upon ordinary 
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nierchéivts \ and iiififted^ that an Engliíh íhip ofi 
war wás exempted from fuch a duty. From Can- 
ton hc froceeded to thc Cape of Good Hope, and 
profeci|ted his voyage to England, k t\ 
vtrjiere h^ arrived in fafety, with im- * ' '^^* . 
meBfe riches. His laft piize was valued at;^ thrCie> 
hundred and thirteen thoufand pounds fterliog ;. 
and thc different^ capturcs that had heea n^ad^t 
before this laft< piece of good fortune, might 
amoutit to as much morc. Upon hís return, com-. 
liiódore^ Apfon received all that honóur wiiich 
prudence and perfcverance átiuvci Hfc foon, he-^ 
crame the oracle confulted in all naval deliberations'.) 
theking; afterwards raifedhim to thc <lignity oE 
thcpeêrage; and he was.madcíÍTft lord of the ad't 
miraíity; 

LELLEft LVIH 

I^HKcxpedition X)f Anfon toofc up. heac thxcci 
• y ears: The Bngliíb:, in the raean time, cax« 
Tied on the operations againft» Spaín. withi vigoury 
and various fuccefs: When Ahfon had. fet out^ 
itwasonly to^aél a fubordtnate part to a forjmída-* 
ble armament, deligned, for the coafts. of. Ncwj 
Spain, confifting of twenty-ninc íliips^of tbc lineV 
and almoft ati equal number ofi frigates, furniftied 
with all kinds of warlike ftores, neár iifteen thoUf^ 
fend feamcn, and twelve thoufand land, forces.< 
Never was a fleet morc completcly \ equipped, nor 
never had thc nation morc fanguine hopes of vic-i 
tory. Lord Gathcart commanded the land forces; 
butdying on the paíTage, the- command deyolved 
upon general Wentworth,^ whofe chief merit was 
his favour with thofii in- powcr-. This, with fe¥e«» 
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ral other unfortunate circumftances, concurred ta 
fruftrate the hopes of the publíc. The miniftry,. 
without any viíible reafon, had detained the fleet 
in Ëngland until the feafo\ tor a£^ion was almoíi 
over. In the country where they werc to carry 
on their operations, periodical rains begin about 
the end of April ; and this change in the atmo- 
fphere is always attended with eptdemical diftem* 
pers. They, at length, however, fet fail for thc , 
continent of New 8pain ; and after fome tempefts^ 
and fome delays, árriVed before Carthagena. This^ 
city, which lies within íixty miles of Fanama, 
ferves as the magazine for the Spaniíh merchanr 
dize, which is brought from Europe thither, and 
from thence tranfported, by land, to Panama, 
ïyifig on the oppofite coaft. The taking of Car- 
thagena thcrefore would have interrupted the whole 
trade between Old Spain and the New. Thc 
troops werc landed on thc ifland Terra Bomba,, 
near the~ mouth of the harbour, knowa by the 
name of the Bocca-Chica, whtch was fortiíied by> 
all tliQ arts of engineering. The Britilh forces 
ereéieda battery on (hore,^with which they made 
a breach in the principal fort ; while the admiral 
fent a number [of ftiips to divide the fire of the 
cnemy, and to co-operate with tbe endeavours o£ 
the army. The breach being deemed pra£ticable, 
the forces advanced to the. attack ; but the Spa- 
niards dcferted the fotts, which, had thcy had 
courage, they might have defénded with fuccefs* 
The troops, upon this fuccefs, were brought 
nearer the city, where they found "a greater oppo-» 
fition than they had expeéled. The climate killedr 
numbers of the men ; and a diíTenÍJon, which arofe 
between the land and naval officers, retárd«d all 
the operationsm Stimulated by mutual recrimina.» 
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tions, the general ordered his troops to attack 
the fort of ht. Lazar ; but the guides being ílain, 
the troops, miftook their way, and attacked the 
Íirongeft part of the fortification, where, after 
fuiFering incredible flaughter with the moíl ferene 
intrepidity, . they were at length obliged to re- 
tire. Bad provifions, a horrid •climate, and an 
epidemical fever, ftiU more contributed to thin - 
their numberSf and to depri^ them of all hopes of 
fuccefs. It was determined therefore to reim« 
bark the troops, and to condu£^ tfaem, as foon as 
poífiblcj ÍTom this fcene of flaughter and conta« 
gion* The fortifícation and harbour were demo* 
liihed; and the fleet returned to Jamaica. This 
fatal mifcarage, which tarniíhed thë Britifli ^rms» 
was no fooner known in Ëngland, than the king- 
<tom was fíUed with murmurs and difcontent : a 
meafure, which, if it had fucceedcd, would havc 
crowned the promoters of it^ with honour, now 
only ferved to cover them with reproach. The 
greateft part of this difcontent feU upon the mini- 
ftcr : his former conduft, which juftly dcferved 
cenfure, was not fo powerfuUy obje£led againft 
him asthis failure, of which he was innocent. 
It is not viUainy, but misfortune, that fínds cen- 
fure ÍTtom mankind. Befides, the aftivity of the 
ênemy in deftrefling the trade of England, contri- 
. buted K>_-increafe the murmurs of the pebple. 
Their privateers were fo numerous and fuccefs- 
ful, that in the beginning of this year they had 
taken, fince the commencement of the war, four 
hundred and feven íhips belonging to the fubjeéls 
of Great Britain. The Englifli, tho' at immenfe 
expence in equipping fleets íeemed tamely to He 
do^n under every blow, and fuíFered one lofs 
after another withoutrcprifal. This general dif- 
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'Ctmtênthaíd a miinlfefl: rnfflaenée upoa the ele£lión 
of members for the next pariiantenté ÁU the adhe- 
tcnts of thc prince of Wales, who now lired, re- 
tired from the dOurt, as a pfitrate gentlen^iahy con- 
curred in the oppofition to the miniftry. Obílinate 
' ftrugglcs 'wëre niaintained * in all parts of the king- 
' dom -, and fuch a national fpirit of oppoíition prc- 
'Tatled, that the coantfy intereíl feemed, at length, 
to prepondeFate in the houfe of commons. • It Was 
fbon feén that the intëreft of the mimfter was in the 
wáne } ^d that épinion, once eftabiiíhed, began to 
^cprive bim of eVên thofe who had determinéd to 
á£l with lieútrality. Infroc/írtantes^ zs Ovid fays, 
vfnne récuHtbit ontts* 

Sir Robert now tottercd on thebrink of ruin. 
He was fcnfible that nothingbut a divifion in thc 
oppoíition conld givc hím fafcty. The prince 
was his nioft fdrínidable ' rival ; a prince révcrcd 
biy the whole íiátion, for iiis humaníty, benevo- 
leiice, and cdnddur. Thcfc"werc oïriy private 
virtuésí but thefe Were all he had thcn a libeity 
of excrciftng. The minifter's firft attempt ^as, 
to endeávour taking him froln the party ; a mef- 
fage thercfóre Was catried to Iris royal highncfs by 
the bifhop 6f Orford, impdrting, that, if thc 
prince 'would vírrite a-Iettêr to thc king, he and 
all his counfcUors íhould 'be taken into favour, 
iifty thoufand pounds íhould be added to his rcve- 
nue, two hundrcd thóufand given hiin to pay hís 
dcbts, and fuitablc ' provifions íhould •be.jnadc, in 
due timc, for all his follówersi Thi8> to a prinee . 
already involved in debt, from the heceffity óf 
kecping up his dignity, was a iempting oíFer ; but 
his róyal highnéfs genérouíly difdaincd it, dedar- 
ing he would accept no fuch condition di^lated lo 
him undcr the inftrument of áir Robcrt Wal- 
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polê. The minifter now therefore faw that no arts 
cottld diíTolve the combination againíl hiqn : he re« 
fokedy as an expiring ftruggle» to tr^his ftrength 
once more in the houfe of commons upon a difputcid 
eleíïion ; but he had the mortificatron to fee the 
majority ftill increafed againft him by fixteen voices. 
He then declared he would never fit in that houfe 
more. The parliament was adjourned the next day, 
and Sir Robert, being created earl of Oxford, refign* 
cd alJ his cmployments. Never was a joy more uni- 
' verfal and fincere than this refignation produced* 
The people now flattered themfeives that ali their 
domeftic grievanccs would find redrefs ; that their 
commerce would be protefted abroad ; that the war 
Would be carried on with vigour; and that the 
houfe of commons wóuld be unanimous in every 
meafure. But they were difappointed in moft of 
their expeftations. The mlfconduft of a minifter 
ismore likely tó aíFeft his fuccefíbr than himfelf, as 
a weak reign cyer produces a feeble fucceffion. The- 
houfe of commons had been fora long time increaf- 
ing in power, and Walpoie, .with all his arts, was, ,in 
fa^l, rather weakening than extcnding- th^preroga- 
tive. By his method of bribing oppofition he had 
taught the venai to oppofe him 5 and by his increaf- 
ing the jiational debt, hé weakened the vigeur .of thc 
crown in war,,an,d made it more. dependent upon 
parliament intimesof peace. Apartofthofe who 
íucceededhim were therefore fenfibie of this, and 
ftillrefolvcd to fupport the crown, which they re- 
gardedas the only declining branch of the conftitu- 
tion. Anoth^r part, who clamoured from motivcs of 
felf intereft, having now attaine^the ob}e6b of their 
defires, blundered on in the former itieafuref, ftudi-- 
ous of fortune, and not of famc. In fliort, his fuc- 
Vol. II. Q^ 
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ceifioD, pnrfmng all the former fchemes of the de- 
pofed miniftcr, prefented tbe poHtical part of thc 
natioti with the raortífying profpeft of pretended pa- 
triotifra unftripped of its maik, and íhewedthe Uttle 
certainty thcre isin all pditical reafofiings. 

LETrER LIX. 

THE war with Spatn had, now. continued for 
feveral years, but with indiíforent fúccefs* 
Some unfuccefsful expeditions werecarried on in thc 
Weft-Indies under Admiral Vernon, commodore 
Knowlesj and others ; and thefe were ail aggravated 
bya fet of worthlefs and mercenary tbings, called 
politicnl Huriters-^^Ti dafs of beings firft employed 
againft Walpole, and afterwards encouraged by him) 
at the expence, as it is faid of no lefs than thirty 
thoufand a year. Thefe were men paturally too duli 
to ftiine in any of the politer kinds of • literature, 
which adorn either the fcholar or^ the gentkman^ 
and therefore they turned their thoughts to politics ; 
a fcience on which theyt might deciáim without 
knowiedge, and be dull without dete£tion. Thefe 
men, I fay, had for fome time embarrafiêd the 
conftitution, - inflamed the people, and were paid 
' with large pensions from the crówn. It was upon 
js T\ ^ *^his occasion that they exaggerated 
• 743' every mifconduft, and drew frightful 
piéturesóf thediftrcfsand mifery which they fore- 
Doded to pofterity* This clamour,and w^ntoffuc« 
cefs ín a naval war, in which- the principal ftrength 
of the kingdom lay, induced a new miniítry 
to divert the attention of the public to a war 
which might be carriedon by land* The king's 
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attachment to his eleé^oral dominions contribut- 
cd ftUl more to tura the current of Britiíli indig- 
nation that vray» and an army waa therefore noMr 
prepared Co be fent into Flanders ; the war ivith 
Spain being become an obje£l buc of fecondary ' 
confideration. 

To have a clcar, yet conciíe idea of the origiii 
©f the troables on the continént, it will be expc- 
dieat to go back for fome years, and trace the 
meafures oí the European republtc to that period 
whcre wc formerly left them. After t he duke of 
Orleansy who had been legent of France, died, 
cardina^ FleUry Undertook: to fettle that confufion 
ki whi^fa the former had lcft the ktngdom. His 
mbderation wa-s 'equal to his prudënce ; he was 
fincere, frugal, ftiodeft, and fimplé. -Under Jrim 
Francc repaired her lofies, and enriched herfelf by 
commerce : he only left thc ftate to its own natu<^ 
lal methods of thriving, and few it daily aíFumi- 
mg its formcr heakh and vigour. During the* 
h>tig intrrval of peace, which his councils had 
procured for Europe, two powers, unregarde<f, 
now began to attrad the notice and the jealoufy 
Of their ncighbouring ftates. Peter the Great had 
already civilized RuíBa, and this new cxtenfive- 
cmpire begán to iníiuence the councils of othcr 
princes, and' tó give laws to the North. Thc 
other power wa-s that of PruflSa, whofe dominions 
were compaék and populous, and whofe forees 
were well mantained and ready for ad^ion. The 
empire continued under Charles VI. who had 
been placed upon the throne by the treaty of 
Utrecht. Swcden hnguiíhed,. being not yet re- 
covered from the deftruftive proje&s of Charles 
XII. Denmark was powerifui ; and part of ítaly 
ftib|e£t to the mafters which had bcen impofedl 
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iipon it by foreign treaties, All howevcr, con- 
tinued to enjoy a profóund peace, ontil the death 
of Auguftus, kiiig of Poland, was found again 
to kindle up the general ílame. The* cmperor 
Charíes VL aíliíled by the arms of Ruffia, dC'" 
clared for the eledlor of Saxony, fon to the de- 
ceafed king. On tfie other hand, France declared 
for Staniflaus, who had been long íince elefted king 
of Poland by Charles. Xll, and whofe daughter 
had been fmce married to the French king. 
Staniflaus repaired to Dantzic, in order to fup- 
port his eIe£^ion. Ten thoufand Ruflfians appear- 
ing, the PoliOi nobility difperfed, and theit new- 
eleáed monarch was íhut up, and beiieged by fo 
fmall^a number of forces. The city was taken, the 
king efcaped with the utmoíl difficulty, and íifteen 
hundred Frenchmen, thsvt wefie fent to hié afift- 
ance, were made 'prifoners of war. He had now 
no hopes left but in the affiftancc of France, which 
accordingly refólved to give him powerful fuc- 
eours, by diftreffing the houfe of Auftria. . Thc 
▼iews of France were feconded by Spain and Sar- 
dinia : both hoped to grow more powerful by a 
divifion of the fpoils of Auftria ;^ and France had 
motives of alliance and revenge. A French army 
therefore foon over-ran the empire under the con- 
dníl of old maríhal ViHars 5 the duke o7 Monte- 
mar, the Spanifh general, was ^qually vi£toriou8 
in the kingdom of Naples ; and the emperor, 
Charlcs VI. had the m'ortification of feeing him- 
felf deprived of the greáteft part of Italy, for haV'. 
ing attempted to give a king to Poland. Thefe 
rapid fucceflfes of France and its allies foon com- 
pelled the emperor to demand a peace. By this 
treaty, Staniflaus, upon whofe account the war 
was undertaken, was obliged to rcnouncc all right 
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Có tíie tHrone ^of Poland ; and France made foihe 
Talaable acquefta uf dominíon, patticularijr tfae 
dtttchy of Lorrain. In the year 1740, thc desith 
©f the empcror gave the ÏVeiich another opportu* 
nity óf exerting their ambiiion. Regardkfs of 
tteaties, particularly the pragmatic fanétion, as it 
was called, which íettled upon th(B daughter of the' 
emperor the reverfion of ail his dominions, they 
caufed the eleílor of Bavaria to be crowned etnperor. 
Thus the dáughtcr of Gharies Vi. defcended from» 
an illuftrious Hne ofemperors, faw herfelf ftríppéd 
of her inheritance, and for a whoie year witnout 
hopesof fuccour. She had fcarce clofed her fa-- 
thct's eyes, when íhe loft Sileíia, by an irruption'of 
theyoungking ofPruffia, who feized the opportu*- 
nity of her defencelefs ftate to renew his ancient 
prctenfionsto that provincc, of which it muft te 
owned his anceftors had been bnjuftly deprived.-^ 
France, Saxony, atid Bavaria^.attackcd the rcft of hes^ 
dominions. 

In this fbrlorn fituation flie found a pwwerfalally' 
ui Britain ; Sardinia and Holiand fopn after came 
tb ber affiftance, and laft of ali, Ruffia joined ia 
her caiife. It may be demanded, What part Britain 
had in thefe continental meafures^? The intereft^ 
of Hanover ; the fecurity and aggrandizements of 
that eleftorate, dependëd upon the propcr regulation 
of the empire. Lord Garteret had now taken that 
place in the royal confidence whích hád fórmetly: 
bêen pofFeffed by Walpole 5 and, by putfuing thefc 
meafures, he footbéd the wiftifes of his mafter, and^ 
opcned a morc extenfive field for his own ambj- 
tion. He expeded honour from viaories which 
couIdproducc.no good ; and campaigns, whethér 
fucccfsfiíi or not, that could only terminátc in- 
miéfortuiie. Wben thc parliament mct.. his^ Míh- 
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jcfty infDrmed them óf his ftriíl adherence to hís cn- 
gagemcnts, though attacked in his own dominions ; 
and that he had augmented the Britifti fotces in the 
Low Countries with íixtcen thoufand Hanoverians. 
Whcn the fupplies cí^me to be considered, by 
whrch thiá additional number of troops was^ to 
]bc paid, it raifed violent debatts in boch houfes. 
It was coníidercd as hiring the troops of the elec- 
torate to fight their own caufe. The miniftry, 
howevcr, who were formerly remarkable for de- 
claiming againft continental meafures, now boldly 
ftood up for them ; and, at length, by dint of 
numbcr, carried their caufe. The péople faw, 
with pain,. their former defenders facrificing the 
blood and treafure of thc nation>upon deftruéiive 
allianccs ; they knew not now on whom to rely for 
fafety, and began to think that patriotifm was . but 
an empty namc. However injurious thcfe meafures 
might have been to the nation, they were of infi- 
nite fervice to the queen of Hungary. 'She began» 
at this period, to triumph overall herenemies. Thc 
French were driven out of Bohemia. Her general, 
prince Charles, at the head of a large army, invaded 
the dominions of Bavaria. Her rival, the nominal 
emperor, was obliged to fly before her : abandoneti 
by his allies^and ftripped of all his dominions, he 
repaired to Francfort, where he lived in indigencc 
and obfcurity. , He agreed to continue neuter during 
the remainder of the war ; while the French, who 
firft began it as aliies, fupported the burthen. The 
troopá fent by England to the qucen's affiftance wcrc 
commanded by the earl of Stair, an experienced 
general, who had learned the art of war under thc 
famous princc Fugene; and the chief objed hc 
bad iËirft in view was>. to effeCt. a jun£Í;ion with^ 
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tbc army commanded by prince Charles of Lor- 
rain. The French, in order to prevent thif 
jxmókion, aiTembled fixty thoufand men upon the 

y4 71 T*7/f "^^*" Mayhe, under thc command 
^. jj. 1743. ^f Máríhal NoaHles, who pofted 

his troops upon the caft fide of that ríver. ■ 
The !^itiih forces, to the , number of forty thou- 
fand, puíhed forward on the other fide whilcthe 
IFrcnch, in the mean time, found means to cut 
oflF all the communications, by which thcy could 
be fupplied with provifionB. The king of Ëngland 
arrived at the camp while the army was in this 
íituation ; and, feeing it in danger of ftarving, re« 
folvcd to proceed forward, to join twelve tboufand' 
Hanoverians and Heílians, who had reached Hanau. 
With this view he decainped ; but before thc 
army had marched three leagues, he found the ene- 
my had inclofed him on every fíde, near a village 
called Dettingen In this fituation he muft have- 
fought at great difadvantage, if he begun the at-^ 
tack; and if he continued in the fame fituation, 
his army muft havé pcriíhed for want of fubfiftence, 
The impetuofity of the French, however, faved, 
his army ; they paíTed a defile which thcy íhould- 
have guarded, and, under the condu£l of thc 
duke of . Gramont, their horfe chargpd with great 
impetuofity. They were received by the Engliíh 
infantry wiih undaunted refolution 5 the French- 
were obliged to give^ way, and to pafs th^ Mayne- 
with great precipitation, with tbe lofs of about 
five thoufand men. The king who waS poffeíTed* 
of pcrfonai courage, which feems hereditary to 
the family, expofed himtelf to a fcvere fire of 
cannon as well as mufquetry ; and, in the midft^ 
of. the ranks, encouraged his troops by his pre- 
jfcnce and c^íample. Tbe. whole of the battle, 
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on either fide^ exhibited tnore ctmrage Úim cotx-^ 
úuGt. The £ngliíh ha4 the honour of the day ^ 
but the French foon after- took po^êffion of the 
íield of battie, treated the wounded Ëngliíh that 
were left behind with a cÍemeHcy unprecë^ented in 
ancient hifiory^ and that ferves to íhew faow fupe- 
rior the prefent timea are in point of humstnity to 
tbe boafted ages of antiquity.- Though thie EngJiíh 
were viélorious upon this occaíion, yet tfae earl of 
Stairi who commandedi did not aCume any honour 
from fucha vi£lory : he was unwillíng that fais re- 
putation íhould fufiêr for meafures wfaich he was^ 
not allow«d to condu£k ; he therefore folicited^ and 
obtained leave to refign ^ and tbe Britiih tíroops 
defífted from further operationis that campaign. 

Mean while the Frencfa Went on witfa vigonr on 
cvery quarter : they oppfofcd princc Charles of 
Lorrain, they interrupted his progrefs tn his at- 
tempts to pafs the Rhine, and gained fotiie fuc- 
ceíles in Itaiy'; but their cfai^f ezpeébitÍQns werc' 
'placed in a prójeded invaiton of England. Cardi- 
nal Ficury was now deady. má Cardínal Tencin' 
fucceeded in his place : this ^as a perfon of a very 
diíFerent charaéler froih his predeceflbr, being 
pi:oud, turbulent, and ent^rpriíing. Ftance,.from 
the violence of parliamentary difputes in England>> 
had been long petfuaded that the country was ripc 
fór a revolution, and only wanted tbe prefence of 
the pretender to induce thc majotity to dedare 
againft the reigning family. Severai needy adven*- 
turérs who wiíhed for a change, fome men of 
broken fortunes, and aitnoft altthe Ronian catfao- 
lics of the kingdom, endéavoured to confirm tiie 
court of France in thefe íentiments. An invafion 
therefore wds aélually projeded. Cbárles^ fon c^- 
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the old ChevaHer St. George, departed from Rotne 
in the difguife of a Spaniíh courtier, and profecut- 
ing his journey to Paris, had an audience of the 
French king. The troops defigned for this expe- 
dition amounted to fifteen thoufand; preparations 
were made for ^mbarking them at Dunkirk, and 
fome other of the neareft ports to Englahdi under 
the eyt of the young pretender : and feven thou^ 
fand of tHe number a€lually went on board. Thc 
doke de Roquefcuille, with twenty íhips of the 
Iine> was to fee them lan^ed fafely in Êngland $ ' 
and count Saxe was to command them, when put 
aíhore. The whole projeíl, however,. was dif* 
Concerted by the appearance of Sir John Norris, 
with a fuperior fleet, making up againíl them ; the 
French fleet was obliged to put back ; a very hard 
gale of wind damaged their tranfports beyond re- 
drefs. All hopes of invafion werë nów fruftrated ; 
and, at length, the French thought fit openly to de« 
clare war. 

But though fortune feemed to favour England 
on this occafion, yct, on others, íhe was not 
equally propitious. The combined fleetsof Francc 
and Spain, for fome time, fought th^ Britiíh ar- 
mament under admiral Matthews and Leftock,tKough 
with inferior forces, and came ofl^ upon nearly e- 
qual terms. Such a parity of fuccefs in Englan'd 
was regarded as a defeat. Both the Englifti ad- 
mirals were tried by a court martial > ^ t\ 
Matthews,who had fought thc enemy' ' ' '^^* 
with intrepidity, was declared incapable of ferving 
for the future in his majefty's navy ;• Leftock, who 
}iad kept aíbof, was acquitted with honour, for he 
had intrenched himfelf within the pund:iUos of di£- 
cipline ; hebarely did his duty ; aman ofhonour 
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whënhis country is s^t ftake, {hould do more. 

The proceedings in the Netherlands wete 
ftill móre unfavourable. The Frencb had . af- 
fembled a formidable army of óne hundred and 
twenty thoufand men ; the chief command of 
which was given to count Sax^. Thk geiieral 
was originally a foldier of fortune, and natural 
fon to Auguftus'king of Poland) by the famous 
countefs of Konningfmark. He had been bred from 
his youth in camps, and had fliewn the moft early 
inftances of cool intrepidity. - He» in the beginning 
of the war, had offered his íervice to feveral crowns, 
and, among thereft^it is faid, to that of England;. 
but his offers were rcje£ted. He was poflelíed of 
great military talents ; and by long habit, prefêrved' 
an equal compofure in the midftof battleasina draw- 
ing-room at court. On the other íide, thé allied 
forces, confífting of £nglifli, Hanoverians, Dutchf. 
and Auftrians, did not amount to above feventyt 
thoufand. Thefe were incapable of withftanding- 
fuch a fuperior forcc, and commanded by fuch a 
general. The French beíieged and took Fribourg 
bcfore they went into water-quarters, and early the 
next campaign invefted the city of Tournay. ïhc 
allies were refolved to prevent the lofs of this city 
by a battle. Their army was inferiour, and they 
were commanded by the Duke of Cumberland. 
já j\ ^ Notwithftanding thefe ditadvantages,: 
745' théy marched towards the enemy, and 
took poft in fight of the French, who werc in- 
camped on an eminence \ the village oi Antoine 
on the right, a wood on their leftj and thc town 
of Fountenoy before them. This advantageous 
fituatipn didnotreprels the ardour of the Engliáh}, 
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lifli ; on the thirtieth day of April the duke of Cum-i 
berland marched to the attack at two o'clock in the 
morning. The Britiíh infantry preíTed forward, 
bore down^UoppoGtion^and for nearan hoxir) were 
vkloríous.- Maríhal Saxe wás at that time fick of 
tfae fame diforderof which he afterwards died. He 
Tifited all the pofts in a litter, and faw, notwith- 
ftandingáll appearances, that the day was his own. 
TheEngliíh eolumn, without command, by a mere^. 
mechanical courage, had advanced upon the enemy's 
lines, which formed an avenue on each íide to re- 
ceive diem. The French artiliery began to play u- 
pon thís forlom body ; and, thoughthey continued 
a long time uníhaken, they were obliged to retreat 
about three o'clock in the afternoon. This was one 
of the mc^ bloody battles that had been fought chis 
age i the^ allies left upon the íield near twelve thou- 
fand flain, and the French bought their viQory with 
neaf an equal number* 

This bÍ0W| by which Tournay was taken, gave^ 
the French a manifeft fuperiority ajl the reft of the 
campaign,which they did not forego during the con- 
tmuancéof the war. The emperor Charles VÏI. 
wha had been raifed to the throne from the dukedom 
of Bavaria, and for whom the war firft began, was 
now dead \ yet this did not in the leaft reftore tran- 
quillity to £urope. The grand duke of Tufcany, 
huft>and to the queen of Hungary, was declared em- 
peror upon his deceafe jbut the war between Firance 
and the allies ftill continued, and the original views 
and interefts feemed now quite forgottenj that had 
at firft infpired the contention. 
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LEITER LX. 

THE intended French invaíïon had roufed all the 
attention of the Engliíh miniftry ; and no- 
thingbut loyalty breathed throughout the whole 
kingdom. The adminiftration of aíFairs being com- 
mitted to the earl of Harrington, the earl of Chef- 
terfieldy and others, who enjoyed a great íhare of 
populárity, th.e views of the crown were no longer 
thwarted by an oppofition in parliament. The admi- 
rals Rowley and Warren had retricved thehonour of 
the Britiíh flag, and made feveral rich captures. 
Louiíburgh, in the ifland of Cape Breton, in North 
America, a place of great confequcnce to the Britiíh 
commerce, furrendered to general Pepperel ; while, a 
íhort time after, two French Eaft-India íhips, and 
another from Peru, laden with treafure, fuppofing 
the place ftill in poflT^flSon of the French, faiJed into 
the harbour; and their capture added to the Engliíh 
fuccefs. It was in this period of univerfal fatisfac- 
tion that the fon of the old pretender refolved to 
make an eflt)rt at gaining the Britiíh crown. Youiig 
Charles-Edward,the adventurer in queftion,had been 
bred in a luxuricíus court without íharing its efi^emi- 
nacy : he was enterprifing and ambitious ; but, 
either from inexperience, or natural inability, ut- 
terly unequal to the undertaking. He was flattercd 
by thc raíh, the fuperftitióus, and the needy, that 
the kingdom was ripe for a revolt ; that the people 
could no longer bear the immenfe load of taxcs, 
which was dailý increafing ; and that the moft con- 
fiderable perfons in the kingdom would gladly feizc 
the opportunty of crowding to his ftandard, Be- 
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'iog furniííhed wíth fome money, and ftill larger 
promifes from France, who fanned this ambition 
in him, from which they hoped to gain fome ad- 
yantages, he embarked for Scotland on board a 
fmall frigate, accompanied by the marqais Tulli- 
tardine, Sir Thomas Sheridan, and a few other 
defpcrate adventurers. For the eonqueft of the 
whole Britiíli empire, hc brought with him fevcn 
officers, and aíms for two thoufand men. For- 
tune^ which ever perfecuted his family, feemed no 
way more favourablc to him : his convoy, a íhip 
of sixty guns, was fo difabled in an engagement 
with an Engliíh man of war, called the Lion, that 
'it returned to Breft, while he was obliged to con- 
tinue his courfe tp the weftern parts of bcotland ; 
and, landing oh íhe coaft of Lochaber, July 27, 
was, in a little time, joined by fome chiefs of the 
Highland clans, and their vaíTals. Thefe chiefs 
had ever continued to exercife an hereditary ju- 
Tifdiftion over all their tenants. Tbis power of 
life and death, vefted in the lords of the manor 
"wasa privilege of the old feudal law, long abo- 
liíhed in England, but which had been confirmcd 
to thé Scotch lairds at the time of the union. 
From hence we fee, that a chief had the.poweraf 
commandihg all his vaífals, and that immediate 
death was the confequence oftheir difobedience. 
By means of thefe chiefs, therefore^ he foon faw 
bimfelf at the head of íifteen hundred men ; and 
invited others to join him by his manifeftoes, which 
werc difperfcd throughout all the Highlandls. 

The boldnefs of thís enterprize aftoniflied all 
Europe ; it awakened the fears of the pusillani- 
mous, the pity of the wife, and the loyalty of alK 
Tiie whole kingdom feemed unanimoufly bent upon 
^ppofingthe enterprife, whichthey were fcnsible, 
Vol. IL . U 
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as bcing fupported only by papífts, wouid be ín- 
ftrumcntal in Tcftoring popery. Thc miniftTy wa« 
no fooner confirmcd of the truth of ht6 arrival^ 
which, at firft, thcy could fcarcely be induccd to 
bclicvc, than Sir John Cope was ordcred to op- 
pofehis pro'grcfs. In the mcan timc, the young 
advcnturer marched to Perth, whcrc thc unncceC. 
fary ccrcmony was pcrformed of proclaiming thc 
chcvalicr dc St. Georgc, his fathcr, king of Grcat 
Britain. Thc rcbcl army, dcfcending from thc 
snountains, feemed to gathcr as it went. Thcy 
advanced towards Edinburgh, which they cntcred 
without opposition. Hcrc too the pageantry of 
proclamation was pcrformed, Auguft 1 7, in which 
he promifcd to diflblvc thc union, and rcdrefs the 
gricvanccs of the country. But, though he was 
mafter of the capital, yet the citadel, which goes 
by the name of the caftle, a ftrong fortrcfs built 
upon a rock, and commanded by gcneral Gueft, 
braved all hi$ attempts. In the mean time, Sir 
John Copc, who had purfacd them to the High- 
lands, but decHncd mceting them in thcir defcent, 
jiow reinforccd by two regiments of dragoons, re- 
folvcd to march towards Edinburgh, and givc thcm 
battlc. The young advcnturer, unwilling to give 
him time to retrcat, attackcd him near Prefton- 
pans, aboút twelve miles from thc capital, and in a 
ïew minutes, put him and his troops totally to thc 
rout. This viftory, in which the king loft about 
five hundredmcn, garvcthe rcbcls grcat influcncc j 
and had thc prctcndcr takcn advantagc of the general 
conftcmation, and marchcd towards England, thc 
confccjuencc might have bccn dangcrous to the 
íafety of the ftate ; but he fpcnt thc timc at £din-> 
burgh, fecming to enjoy thc ufelcfs parade of royal- 
ty, pieafed at being addTcflTed and trcated as ^a king. 
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By this time, he was joincd by thc earl of Kllmar* 
nock, the lords Elcho, BBlmerino, OgiÍTy, Pitíligo» 
and the eldeft fon of the lord Lovat. This lord Lo- 
rat was the farac whom wc have fccn upon a former 
eccafion trufted by the old pretender, and betraying 
hinx by takingpoi^effion of the caftle of Stirling for 
king Geofge. This nobleman, true to neither par* 
ty, had again aitered from his attachment to the houfe 
of Hanovcr, and, in fecrct, aided thc young cheva- 
tíer i ftudiou^ only for his own intereft, he exerted 
all the arts of low cunning, to appear an open ene* 
my to the rebellion, yet to give it fecrct^aíBftance- 

While the young pretendcr thus trifled away the 
time at Edinburgh, (for ali delays in dangeroua 
Cflterprifes are cven. worfe than defeats,) the mi<* 
niftry of GreatBritain took every poí&bie meafurd 
to defeat hrsi mtentions: Six tboufand Dutch 
troops, that had come over to the aíliftance o£ 
íhe crown, werc, fent northward unrfcr the com- 
mand of general Wade ; but, as it was then faid» 
thcfe couid lend no aíEftance, as~they were, pro* 
perly fpcaking, prifoners of Fra^ce, and upon 
thcir parole, not to oppofe^that power for the 
fyace of onc year. However this be, the duke of 
Cumberland foon after arrived from Flanders, and 
was followed by another 'detachment of dragoons 
and infantry $ volunteers in diíFerent parts of the 
kingdom emptoyed themfelves in the exercife of 
arms t.andevery county exertedagenerous fpiritof 
indignation, both againftthe ambition, the religion^ 
and the aiHes, of the young advcnturcr. 

It would be iiHberal and bafe to deny this en- 
tcrprifing yonth that praife which his merit may 
deferve* Though he might have brought civil 
war,andallthe calamities attending it| with him^ 

R z 
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into tlic klngdom ; yct we muíl confider, that hê 
had ever^been taught, that bathing his country ia 
blood was but a juíl afiertion of his right ; that 
altdring the cotiftitution, and perhaps thc reli- 
gion, of his fuppofed dominions, was a laudable 
objeft of ambition. Thus infpired, he went for- 
wgrd with vigour, and, refolved to make an ir- 
ruption into England, he entered it by the weftertt 
border. On the fixth day of November, Carlííle 
was invefted, and in lefs than thrce days it fur- 
rendered. Here he found a confiderable quantity of 
arms, and was declared king of Great Britavn. 
General Wade, being apprifed of his progrefs, 
advanced acrofs the country from the oppofite íhore; 
but, receiving intelligence that the enemy were 
iwo daysniarch before him, he retired tohis former 
ftation. The young pretender nbw refolved> to 
proceed, having received afiíurances from France 
that a confidcrable body 6f troops would be landecF 
on the fouthern coaft of Britain, to make a diver- 
sion in his favour, and fiattered with the hopes 
oF beingjoined by a large body of Englifli male- 
c^ntents, as foon as he íhould make his appear-* 
ance among them. Leavingl therefor^ a fmaU gar- 
rifon in Carlifle, which he fliould :rather have left 
defencelefs, he advanced to Penrith, raarching on 
foot in an Highland Garb,- and continued his ir- 
ruptíon till he came to Manchefter, where he efta- 
bíiíhed his head quarters. He was here joined by. 
about two hundred Engliftimen, who were formed 
into a regiment, under the command of colonel 
Townley. From thence he profecuted his rout 
to Derby, intending to go by frhe way of Chefter 
into Wales, where he hoped for a great numb.er 
of adherents. He was, by this time, advanced 
within anhundred miles of the capital, which was 
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fiUed with tcrror and confufïon. The king re- 
folved to take the field in perfon. The volun* 
lecrs of thfe city ixrere incorporatcd into a tegi- 
ftient. The praáitioners of the law agreed totake 
the field, with the judges at their hcad. Even the 
ttianagers of thé theátrcs oíF<ired to raife a body of 
theÍT dependents for the fervice of their countrjr, 
Yet thele (rómbinations only ferved as inftances of 
the narional terror : for the trading part of the 
city, and thófe concerned in thc moncy corpora- 
tions, Were tívetwhelmed with dejeftion. Thcy 
Could hopc fot little fafety in the courage or dif- 
cipline of a militla, efpceiítlly as they every hour 
dreaded an invafitm from France, and an infur- 
íeftionofthc Roman catholics, and other friends- 
to the expelled familyu This thereforc was the 
rttomcnt fot the adVahcement of the adventúrer*s 
etíterprift. Had he marched up to the capital, 
he would undoubtedly have been joined by feveral 
fccretly attached tó his caufc ; but hc dctcrmincd- 
to retreat once morc to Scotland, and thua his 
fcheme was defeated» ïn faft, he was but nomi- 
nallythe leadet of his forces His genérals, the 
chief^of the Highland clansj wefc from their educa- 
tion^ ignorant j and from their independency, ob- 
ftinatfc, They each embraccd pecuHar fyítems,, 
and began to contchdwith each other for the pre- 
eminence ; fó that, áftêr violent difputes, they re- 
folved to irtarch back. They efFeíïed thcir retrcat 
to Carlifte withoUí ahy lofs; and from thencé 
ctoíred the rivers Eden and Solway, inlo Scotland. 
In this irruption, howevcr, they preferved all the 
rules of warj they deíifted, in a great meafure,. 
ftom rapine 5 levied contributions j and, in the 
ufual form, left a garrifon in Carlifle in their re- 
trcat j which, in a íhort time aftcr, to the number" 
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of four hundred, furrendered to the duke of Cumv 
berland prifoners at diícretion, The pretender, 
being returned to bcotland, proceeded to Glaf* 
gow i from which city he exafted févere contribu- 
tions. Advancing to Stirling, he was joined bjr. 
lord Lewis Gordon, at the head of fome forces 
which had been aíTembled in his abfence ; other 
clans, to the number of two thoufand came ia 
likewife ; Spain fent him fpme fupplies of moaey ^r 
and, in one or two Ikirmiíhes with the royalifts,, 
his generals came of . with vi£lory : fo that hia 
aíFairs once more feemed to wear an afpeéí: of fuc- 
cefs. Being joined by John lord Drummond, he. 
invefted the caftlê of Stirling, coramanded by^ 
general Blakeney ; but his forces, being unufed ta 
sieges confumed m«ch time to no purpofe. Gene- 
ral Háwley, who commanded a considerable body, 
of forces near Edinburgh, undertook. to raife the. 
siege. He advanced towards the rebel.army, and 
rendezvoufed his whole force at Falkirk, while the 
rebels lay cncampedat no great diftance. After 
two days, mutually examining each other's ftrength, . 
the rebels, on the féventeenth day : of January, 
came on in fuU fpirits to attack the king's army^. 
The pretender, who ftood in the front line, gave. 
the signal to fire ; and the firft volley ferved to put 
Hawley's forces into confusion* The horfe re- 
treated with ^precipitation, and fell in upon their 
own infantry ; the rebels followed their blow ; and 
the grcateft part of the royal army fled with the 
utmoft precipitation. They retired in confufion ta 
Edinburgh,' leaving the field of battle^ with part of 
their tents and artillery, tó the rebels. 

This was the end of all their tfiumphs. But a 
new fcene of conduft was now going to open ; for 
the duke of Cumberland, at that timc the favourite 
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of the Eogliíh armyyJiad put himfclf at the headof 
ihe troops at Edinburgh, which confifted of about 
Jourtcen thoufand men. He refolved thcrefore ta 
come to a battle as foon as poílible ; and marchcd' 
forward, while the young adventurer retired at hi^ 
approach. The duke advanced to Aberdeen, where 
he was jpined by fhe duke of Gordon, and fomc 
other lords attached to his family and caufe, After 
having refreíhed his troops there for fome time, he 
renewed his march ; and, in twelve, days, came upoii 
the banks of the deep and rapid rivcr^ , ^ ^ 
Spey. This was a place where the re- "«^ • 74 ' 
bels might have difputed his paflage ; but they 
feeraed now toíally void of all counfci and fubordi- 
jiation, without_conduft, and without expeílation. 
The duke ilill proceeded in his puifuit ; and, at 
length, had advice that the enemy had advanced 
from Invernefs to the plain of Culloden, which was 
' about nine miles diftant, and there intendcd to give 
him battle. On. thisplain the Highlandcrs ^ \, 
wcredrawn up in order of battle, to the ^^^ ' ^* 
number of cight thoufand men, in thirteen divifions^ 
fupplied with fome pieces of artiilery. The battle 
began abput cne o'clock in the afternoon : the can- 
non of the king's arnry did dreadful execution a- 
mong the enemy, while their^, beingbut ill ferved, 
was ineíFeílual. One of the great errors in all" 
the pretender's warUke meafnres, was his fubjedling 
undifcipHned troops to the forms of artful war, and- 
thus repreffing their native ferocity, from whicha- 
alonehe cou|d hope for fuccefs. After they had 
ftood theEngliíh fire for fome time, they, atlength, 
became impatienE for clofer engagement ; and a- 
bout five hundred of them attacked the Engliíh lefl: 
wingwith their accuftomed fiercenefs- The firft 
line being difordered by this onfet^ two battalions 
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advanced to fupport it, artd galled ihe enemy 
by a terrible and clofe difcharge. At tl>€ fam6 
time the dmgoons under Hawkyj and the Argyle^ 
Íhire militia, puiling down a park wall that guard« 
ed thc enemy's flank, and which the rebcls had 
left but feebly defended, fell in among them, 
fword in hand, with great flaiighter. In iefs than 
thirty minutes they were totally routedj and the 
field covered with their wounded and ílain^ to the 
number of Above three thoufand fneni Civil war ié 
ki itfelf terrible, but ftili more fo when heightened 
by cruelty. Howguilty foeverHiien may be, it is 
ever the bufinefs of a foldiet to remember> that heis 
only to fight an enemy that oppof^ him, aml to 
ípare the fuppliant. This Viftory was in every re* 
fpe£l complete i and humanity tó the conquered 

. would cven have m-ade it glorious. The conquer* 
ors oftcn rcfufed mercy to wretchës who were de-k 
fencelefs or wouuded j and foldiers were ícen to att* 

* ticipate the bafe employment of the executioncr. 

Thus funk all the hopes and ambition of the youfig 
adventurer*, one íbort hour deprived him of ima<^ 
ginary thrones and fccptres, and reduced him 
from a nominal king to a diftreíTed^ forlom out-^ 
caft, (hunned by all mankinct, estcept fuch aé féught 
to take his lifc. To the good naturéd, fubfe* 
quent diftrefs often atoncs for formct guilt ; and 
while rcafon would reprefs hutnunity, yet our 
hearts plead in fav^ur of the wretched. The 
duke, immediately after the decifivc &6iion at Culló^ 
den, ordered fixand thirty dcfcriers to be executed; 
the conqii^rors fpread lerrot whercver theycame; 
aad, after a ftiort rirne, 'he v'hoie country round* 
wasone fcene ofílaughterj de&ktioii) ahd jpluA«» 
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á'er : juftíce feemed forgottcn, and vcngeance af*^ 
fumed the name. 

In the mean time the unhappy fugitive ad- 
venturer wandered from mountain to mountain, 
a wretched fpe£lator of all thefe horrors, the re- 
fult of his ili-guided ambition. He now under- * 
went a fimilarity of adventures with Charles IL 
after the'defe-^t at Wofcefter He fometimes found' 
refuge in caves and cottages without attendants, 
and expofed to the mercy of peafants, who could' 
pity but not fupport him. Sometimcs he lay in 
fbrefts, with one ar two companions of his dif- 
trefs, continually purfued by the troops of the 
conqueror, as therc was thirty' thoufand pounds 
bid for- his head. Sheridan, an Ifiíh adventurer,' 
was he who kept moft faithfully by him, and in- 
fpired him with courage to fupport fuch incre-^ 
dible hardíhips. He was obliged to truft his life« 
'to the fidelity of above fifty individuals. One 
day, having walked from morning till night, preíT- 
cd by hunger, and worn with fatigue, he ven- 
tured to enter an houfc, the owner of which he 
well knew was attacTied to the oppofitc party : T^e 
fon of your hingy faid he, entering, comes to heg a 
htt of hread and cloaths, I kfioiv your prefent at-^ 
tachment to tny adverfariesy^^ but 1 helieve you kave 
fufficient honour not to ahufe my cotifidence^ or to take 
the advantage of my misfortunes, Take thefe rags* 
that have for fome time heen my 9nly cóvering^ and' 
keep them, You may^ prohahly^ reflore them to me 
one day %vhen fealed on ihe throne^ of the kings of 
Great Britain, His hoft was touched wíth his. 
diftrefs, afififted him as far as he was able, and 
never divulged his fecret. 'ln this manner he wan-^ 
dered among the frjghtful wilds of glengary, for; 
aear fix months, oftem hemmed round by hispuif*- 
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fuers^ but ÍHII finding fome cxpedknt to fave hiift 
from captivity and death. At length a privateer o£ 
St. MalO) hired by hi& adhererits, arríved in Loch- 
rartach, in. which he embaí4ced> and. arrived at 
France in fafety. 

While the pfince thuá led a wanderitig and foU* 
tary life, thc CcafFólds and the gibbécs wefe bathed 
with the blood of his adhcrcni^a. Seventeen officers 
of thfc rcbej zvrtij wcre exccuted at Kenrtington* 
Common^ in the ncighbourhood of London, whofe 
Gonftaftcy in death gained more profelytes to their 
cnufe than perhaps fheír vi£lorie* couíd have done* 
Nine were executcd \A the fame manner at Car- 
Kfle ; fix at BrumptoA ; feven at Penrith : and 
cleven »t Tork. A few obtained pardbns : and n 
cpníiderablc number were tranfportcd to the {)lan<« 
tatione. The e^rh of Ejlmarnock ánd Cronïar-> 
tie, wíth thc lord Bilrtierino, wete tried by thcir 
peen, an4 found guilty. Crorhartie was pardorted y 
thc otheé two were bcheadíd oti Towei"-Hilk 
Kilraarrtocki cither from convi£tion, ot ftotnr 
the hope óf a pardon^. owrted his crime, antl dc*» 
clarCd his repefitance óf tt^ Oo thc other hand 
Balmerino, who had from hÍ5 youth up bcen bred 
to arm«, dled in a more daring rtianner. Wheit 
his fclJow fuíFcrer, as confimanded, btd -God blefd* 
king G'corge,. Balmerino ftill held faft to his prin- 
ciples, aítd cried out, Gbd blefs king Jíimes, and 
fofFered wíth the utmoft ihtrcpidity. Lord.Lo- 
vat, and Mr. RadcliíF, the titular earl of Dcrwent- 
water, fuíFered tlie fame fate with cqtial fefoíu* 
tion. Thus endcd a rcbellibn, diftatcd by youth 
and prcfuraption, and condufted without art or 
refolution. Thc family of Stew^rt found fortane 
become more averfe at evcry ncw folicitation of 
ban favoux.6. I^et privatc íncn,, who con^lain o£ 
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íhe noiferies of this life, oniy tum to the tígíí^ 

iitudes in that faniiiy, and learn to blefs God^ and 
fce happjr. 



LETTER LXL . 

ARebcJlion qnelled, and mercjr fliewn to th« 
delinquents, ever ftrengthens the reigning 
isaufe. How it migh^ have been in the prefent 
inftance, I wiil not pretend to deterqiine ; who^her 
too much rigour mlght have been exerted upon 
the Qonquered, pofterity muft determme 2 a€lions 
of this kind are too near our own times to be ei» 
ther judgcd of or tailced of with freedom. Im- 
médiately after the rebeUíon was fuppt'efled, the 
legiflature undertook to eftabliíh feveral regula- 
tions in Scotland, which werc equally conducivc 
to the happinefe of the people there, and the tran- 
quiility of the united kingdom. The Highland<* 
êr«, who had, till this time, con-tinued co wear 
tfae old military drefs ' of the Romahs, and wlio 
aiways went armed, wcre now reformed. Their 
habits wiere, by aft of parliament, reduced to thc 
modern modes 5 thc obedience tiiey were under 
to their chiefs was aboiiftied ; and the loweft fub- 
jeft of that part of the kingdom^ was granted ai 
participatioH ofBritifti freedom. 

But whatever tranquiUity liiight have been re- 
fiored by thefe means at home the flames of war 
ftili continued to rage upon the continent with 
itheir accuftomed violence* The French went fctm 
ward with rapid fuccefs, having reduced aimoft 
the whole Nctherlatids to their oijedience. ïn 
váin the Dutch negotiated, fupplicated, and evad* 
ed war 3 they faw. themfelvcs ftripped of all th<rfc 
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ílrong towns which defênded their dominion^ 
from inv;iíion ; and they now lay ahnoil defence- 
lefs, ready to receive terms from their c)3nqueror$* 
The Dutch, at this tirae, wcre very diíFerent from 
their forefathers, the brave aíTertors of liberty, in 
the beginning.of Úxc republic*; the individuals of 
their ftate were now rich, while their government 
was poor*, they had loft, in a fpirit of tr»í&c and 
luxury, all their generofity of fentiment, and de- 
fire of independence \ they only íouglit riches, 
reg^dlefs of public virtue. They were divided ia 
their councils between two fafíions which now 
fubfifted, namely that which declared for a L>tadt- 
holder, and that which, with attachments to 
France, oppofed his eleftion. The prevalence of 
cither fide was almoft equally fatal to liberty : if a 
Stadtholder wcre eleded, they then faw their con- 
ftitution alteredfrom a republic to a kind of liinited 
monarchy, if the oppofite party" prcvailed, tbey 
were to feel the weight of a confirmed ariítocracy, 
confirmed by French power, and crouching under 
ks authority. Of the two evils they chofe thc 
former ; the people in feveral towns, inílamed 
almoft to tumuU and fedition, compelied their ma- 
giftrates to declare for the prince of Orange as 
Stadtholder, captain-general, and admiral of the 
United Provinces. The vigorous confequences of 
this refolution immediately appeared; all ,com- 
mercc with the French was prohibited : the Dutch 
army was augraented ; and orders were iffued 
to corpmence hoftilities againft thc French by fea 
and land. 

Thus we fee this war diffufed throughout thc 
whole fyftem ofEurope; in fome meafure refem- 
bling a diforder, the fyiyiptoms of which, at dif- 
ícreiu times^ appear in diíFerent parts of the hoáj 
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itmitting and raging by turns. At thc commence* 
liientofthe war, we have feen tbequeen of Hun- 
gary upon the point of lofing ali her poiTeírionsv 
Soon after we faw the unfortunate duke of Bavaria, 
who had been chofen emperor by the name of Charles 
.VII. baniíhed ffom his throne, ftripped of his he- 
reditary dukedom, and íhrinking from furrounding 
dangers. We have feen the dukc of Savoy, now 
king of Sardinia, changing that íide which fome 
years before hc had efpoufed, and joining with 
Auftria and Ëngland againft the ambitious de- 
figns of France -, while Italy ftill felt all the terrors 
of war, or rather faw foreigners contending with 
each other for her dominion, tBe French and 
Spantards on one fide, thc Imperialifts and thc 
king of Sardinia on the other. Thus Italy, that 
once gave laws to the world, now faw the troops of 
Germany and Spain, by turns, enter in^ié iier 
territories ; and after various combats, íhe at 
laft, faw the imperialifts l)ecome mafters. The 
Spaniards and French loft the moft flouri-fliing 
armies notwithftanding tlie excellent conduft of 
the prince of Conti their general ; and, at laft, 
after a bloody viftory obtained over the Spaniards 
at St. Lazaró, the beautiful city of Genoa, whicK 
had fided with Spain, was obliged to fubmit to 
the conquerors, to futfer fome indignities ímpo» 
fed upon them, and to pay a moft feverc contribu- 
tion. 

The city of Genoa had for ages bcforc main- 
tained its own iaws, and boafted of liberty. Be- 
íides its innér wall, it had another formed by a 
chain of rocks of more than two leagues extent : 
but both being built in thofe times when modera 
fbrtification was yet unknown; it was not thought, 
by its fenate> capable of making a proper refift-i 
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ance. Upon fubniitting, the unháppy Italians too 
foon found that no mercy was to be expeéled from 
thc court of Vienna, which had ever patronized 
oppreílion. More than a million fterling was de- 
manded for a contribution ; a tax the payment of 
which muíl have utterly tuined the city.. The 
magiílrates did ali in their power to pay the exor- 
bitant fum demanded ; and the German troops ex« 
crcifed every inhumamty in exa£ling it. The con- 
querors lived upon the people, . and treated thera 
with an infolcnce which was natural to them as 
conquerors aiid as Germans. The Genoefe were,- 
at length, reduced to defpair, and wcre refolved to 
make a laft eíFort for the recovery of thcir liberty 
and iúdependence. The Auftrians took the. can- 
non of the city in order to tranfport them to Pro- 
yence, whcre thetr arms had already penetrated. 
The Genoefe themfelves were obliged to draw thofe 
cannon, which they had once confidered as the de- 
fence and ornament of their citadel. It was on 
this occaíion that an Auftrran oílicer ftruck one of 
the citizens; who had been employed in this labo- 
rióus taik. Thts blow ferved to animate the people 
with thcir formcr fpirit of freedom. They took up 
arms in every quarter of the town, ahd furprifed 
fome battalions of the Auftrian^, furrounded others, 
and cut them in pieccs. The Senate, uncertain 
how to proceed, neither encouraged nor ftopped the 
citizens, who drove the Auftrians entirely out, and 
tthen appoihted commanders, ai^d guafded tfae walls 
with the utmoft reguhrity. 

Tfais revoltition in a Uttle city, the tranfaéiions 
of whicfa faas filied whole folios of hiftory, íhould 
not be paíTed over without remark : thougfa no 
Ipnger capable of maintainxng its liberties amidft 
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the (hock of the enonnous powcrs of Europe, yet 
ftiil we íÏDd it poíTeiTed of its ancient fpirit ; only 
to lofc it, however, by thc prcvailing power óf thc 
fenafe, which eftabliíhed their ariítocracy on the 
necks of the citis&ens, as befbre. 

In this manner we fee vf£tory and imfcarriag^ 
mutualiy- declaring for other; ai^l fides growing 
znore feeble, and noríe acquiring ahy rearrecom* 
pence for the lofTes fuítained. Thus, j n >^ a 
about thi8 titne, the Engliíh madc ^* "^- ^740^ 
an unfuccefsful expedition into France, in order tO' 
attack Fort rOri^nt, in which thcy came oflT 
without any honour* The French gained a con-^ 
^derable vifbory at Roucroux, in F)anders, over tha 
allies, although it prociyred them no reai advantage ;. 
and it co(t them a greater number of iivcs tna» 
fthofe whoii^ they obliged to retire. The Dutchý 
in thís general confli£t, fcemed the greateft lofers»- 
A vii^ry gained over thc allies at La Feldt ferved 
toreducë them to a ftill greater degree of diftruft 
in their genprals thaa they liad hitherto . íhewn 1; 
but the takíng of Bergen-op-Zoom, the ftrongeít 
{brt^fication of Dutch Brabant, and which put the 
¥rench in po&íiton of the whole navigation of the 
Schelde, threw them almoft into defpair. But 
thefe vidories, 4n favour of Francé, .were coun<- 
terhaianced, with almoft equal difappointmcnts.^ 
Ip Italy, the French general, maríhai Beileiiíle's 
hrother, at the head of thirty-four thouf^and men» 
attempted to penetrate into Fiedmont ; but his 
troops were put fo the'rout, and he himfelf flain. 
The' French king equipped an unfuccefsful arma- 
ment for the recovery of Cape Breton \ and, not 
dHcouragcd by this lailure, fitted out two fqua- 
drons, onc to makc a defcent upon] the Britifli 
colonies in Ámerica, and th.e otber to aflift ^thé 
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operattons in thc Eaft-Indies» Thefe, however,. 
Y^ were attacked by Anfon and Warren, 

'"^''and nine of their fliips were taken. 
Soon afterthis, commodore Fox, wilh fix íbips of 
war,took above forty Frenchíliips laden from St. Do- 
mingo |rand this lofs was foon after folJowed by a- 
nother defeat, which the French fleet fuítained from 
Admiral Hawke, in which feven íhips of the line and 
feveral frígates werc taken. 

This variety of fucccfs ferved to make all thc 
powers at war heartily defirous of peace. The 
Statcs-General had, for fome years, endeavonred 
to ftop the progrefs of a war, in which they could 
gain no advantages, and had all to lofe. The king 
of France was fenfible, that, after conqueft was the 
moft advantageous opportunity of propoCng terms of 
pcace : and even exprefird his defire of general tran- 
quillity, in a perfonál converfaticn with Str John 
Ligonier, who had been made prifoner in the laft 
viclory obtained by the Frcnch at La Feldt. Tho 
bad fuccefs of his admirals at fea, his general V mis- 
fortunes in Italy, the frequent bankruptcies of his 
fubjefts, thc eleftion of a Stadtholder m Holland,. 
who oppofed his interefts, his views in Germany. 
entirely fruftrated. by theekvatÍQn of the duke of 
Tufcany to rule the empire ; all thefe contributed 
to make him wearj of the war. An accomodátion 
was therefore refoJved upon 5 and the contending 
powers agreed to come to. a congrcfs.at Aix la 
Chapelle, where the earl of Sandwich and Sir- 
Thomas Robifon afiifted as plenipotentiarics from 
the king of Grcat Britain. This treaty, which 
takes its name 'from that city, was concluded 
on the feventh day of Oftober ; a lafting inftance- 
óf precipitate counfels and Englifli humiiity. By 
this it was agreed, that all piiíoners^. on. eachi 
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fide, íliould be mutually reftored, and all con- 
quefts given up : that the duchies of TE^arraa, 
Placenti'a, and Guailalla, íhould be ceded to Don 
Philip, heir apparent to the Spaniih throne, and 
his heirs \ but, in cafc of his fucceeding to th^ 
crown of Spain, that then thefe dominions íhould 
revert to the houfe of Auftria : that the fortifica- 
tions of Dunkirk to the fea íliould be demoliíhed :• 
that the fliip annually fent with ílaves to the coafl: 
of Spain, íhould have this privilege continued for 
four years ; that the king . of Pruflia fliould be fe^^ 
cured in the poflcflion of Sileíia, which he had 
conquered i and that the queen pf Hungary fliould- 
be fecvred in her patrimonial dominions. But one 
article of the peac^ was' more difpleaflng and af-« 
fliélive to the Englifti than ail the reft ; for it wa^ 
agreedjthat they fliould give two perfons of rank 
9nd diftin£lion to France as hoftages, until reftitu- 
tion fliould be made óf all the conquefts whicRP 
England poflcflêd of the enemy, either in the Eafll 
or Weft ïndiesi- This was. a mortifying ftipula* 
tion ; but there was no mention made of the fearch- 
ing Engliíb ftiips^ in the American feas, upon 
which the war- originally began. The treaty of 
Utrecht had lortg been a fubjeft of reproach to 
tliofe by whom it was negociated ; but, with all 
its faults, the treaty that was juft eoncluded waá 
fár more defpicable and erroneo^S. The honour^ 
of the nation was forgotten > its inxerefts left un- 
determined. Yet fuch was the ftrange infatuatioa 
of the multitudé that the treaty of Utrecht wa^ 
held in univerfal cohtempt, and this was extoíled 
with the higheft ftrain of panegyric. The truch 
is, the people were wearied with repeated difgrace^ 
and only expefted an accumulation of misfortunes 
by continuing the war. The minifters and their 
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cmiffarieSy about this period, had the art of perfuad- 
ixig mcn to what they tbought proper, and reprefent- 
cd thc circumftances of thc nation as flouriíhing, 
though the public was groaning^ beneath an immenfc 
load of debt, and though all meafures were guided 
by an iguorant and unconftitutional fa<Slion. . 

LETTER LXIL 

THIS peace might, in every refpefl:; be termed' 
only a temporary ceiTation from general hof-' 
tilities :. though the war betwccn England and 
FrancQ had a£iually fubíided in Europe, yet in the 
Eaft and Weft Indies they ftill carricd on hoftile 
operations, both (ides equally culpable, yet each com- 
plaining of the infra£^ion. 

In the mean time^. as Europe enjoyed a tempo* 
rary tranquiUity, the pcople of England expeéled^ 
nnd the government promifed them, a reftitution oi 
thofe bkfllngs which had becn taken from them by a 
long and obftinate war* A magniiicent &re»work 
9va& played off upon this occafion ; which, though 
an ufelefs and vain expence, ferved to amufe the 
popalace, and render thcm more contented with the 
íaCc precarious treaty. 

The miniftry alío íhewed forae defire t« promote 
the commerce of the kingdom ; and, ^or this pur^ 
pofe, a bill was paffed for encoupaging a Britiíh 
herring fiíhery, under proper rcgulations. From 
fuch a fcheme carried in execution, ' great ad- 
vantagcs were expeéled to accrue : the Dutch, who 
had long enjoyed the fole profits ariíing from it» 
confidcred the fea as a mine of incxhauftible 
wealth. However^ experieoce bas íhewnj that the 
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EngHíh werc eíther incapable of turning this fiíhery 
to the fame advantage, or that their company wa» 
not eftabliíhed with the moft ftri£t oeconomy, Pri— 
▼ate perfons have often been found to make fortunes 
by this fifliery 5 but the company have foundthem- 
feives confiderable lofers. 

A fcheme, which by many was thought ftiU mpre 
advantageous to the nation, was, theen-^ ^ 
coiiraging thofe who had been difqharged * ' ' ^^* 
the army or navy, to become members ofa new co- 
lonyin North America, called NovaScotia. To this 
retreat, it was thought, the waftc of an exuberant 
nation might well be drained oíF ; and here thofe 
free fpirits mightbe kcpt employcd, who, if fuffered 
to remain at home, would only prey upon the com- 
munity. This was a cold elimate, and a barrcn 
foil, where the Englifti kept a fort, anda fmall gar* 
rifon, rather to intimidate the neighbouring French^ 
and reprefs their encroachments, than to deríve any 
advantages from the improyement of trade, or thc 
cultivation of the country. It was herethat a fcheme 
waslaid for the íoundation of a new colony, which 
might improve the fiftiery upon that coaft, and be- 
come anew fource of wealth to the motlicr country. 
Thus did the tiation exchange her hardy and veteran 
troops for the expe6iation of precarious wealth, 
Evcry colony taken from the parent countfy ferves 
to leflen its ftrength ^ and M the weahh imported 
into it, after it has becorae moderately rich, being 
only ufed as the inftrument of luxury, inftead of in- 
TÍgorating thCf nation, temU to render ' it . more ef- 
&minate. 

However, ib waa advcrtifed byauthority, that all 
proper 'encouragement would be given to fuch of- 
ficers and private men^ whO} being difcharged from 
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the fervice of tfae government, íhould be willing to 
fettle in Nova Scotia. Fifty acres of land were 
grahted to every private foldier or feaman, free 
from taxes for ten years, and then to pay only one 
íhilling a year. Befides this fifty, ten acres more 
were to be granted to evcry individual of which each 
family íhould confiíl. £very officer, under the rank 
of enfígn^ was to have fourfcore acres ; enfigns were 
to have two hundred, lieutenants three, captaias 
four, and thofe above that rank fíx. Such oiFer» 
failed not to induce numbers to try their fortunes 
en that dcfolate coaft ; and in a little time, abQut four 
thoufand adventurers witfa their families, were car- 
ried thither ; a town named Halifax was buílt ; and 
tbe colonifts left to a glcan a fcanty fubfíftence from 
99 ungrateful foil. Since that timcy notwithftand- 
ing all the encouragement this colony has received 
from the governmeuty the inhabitants have cleared 
but a vcry fmall part of the woods with which thc 
face of tfae country is covered. Agriculture is quite 
fbrfuken ; and the íettlement entirely fubfífts by the 
fum& expendexl by the army and navy ftationed in 
that part of the wefí^rn ^orld. 

Hcre, however, thofe voluntary ouícafts of their 
country expeded to live, though hardly, yet at 
^ j^ leaft fecurely ; but in this they found 

'^^.themfelvesdifappointed. The Indians, 
a favage and fierce peoplc, írom the firft iooked 
upon thefe fettlements of the Englifh as an in- 
croachment . upon their own liberties ; and the 
French, who were cqu;\lly jeajous, fomented thefe 
fufpicions. Commiflaries werc therefore appointcd 
to meetat París, and cómpromife thefe difputes; 
but thefe conferences wcre rendered abortivc by 
muluai 4:aviUng§j .and »11 the arts of eva^o]i« 
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In thc niean time Mr. Pelham, who chiefly con- 
dufted the bufinefs of the ftate, and was efteemed 
a man of candour and capacity, laid a fcheme for 
lightening the immenfe load of debt that was laid 
upon the nation, His plan was toleflen the nation- 
al incumberance, by lowering the intereft which 
had been promifed upon the firft raifing the fupply, 
or obliging the lenders to receive the fums originalíy 
granted. Thofe who were proprietors of ftocks, 
and received, fór the ufe of their money, four per 
cent. were, by royal authority, ordered to fubfcribc 
their names, fignifying their confent to accept of 
three pounds ten íhillings fer cent. a ycar after, and 
three per cent, only, about ^n years aftcr their thus 
fubfcribing 5 and, in cafe of a refufal, that the go- ' 
vernment would pay oflF the principal. 

This fcheme was attended with the defired eíFe£l % 
ibough it, in fome meafure, was a foTce upon the 
lender, who had originally granted his money upoa 
difiFerent terms, yet it was falutary co the nation ^ 
and, as Machiavel has it, pc^litical injufticc is fome- 
times allowable, in order to- fecure tnational benefits*. 
Befides this falutary meáfure, others werc purfued 
by the minifter at the helm with equal fuccefs.. 
The importation of iron from America was aliowed. 
and thc trade to Africa laid open to thc whole na- 
tion, but at the fame time, to be fuperintcnded by 
ihe board of trade and plantation. 

But all the advantagcs thc nation reaped fronx 
thcfe falutary meafures, were not fufficient to coun- 
terbalance the ftrokc which libcrty icceived (as fomet 
are of opinioQ)by an unufual lírctch of the privi- 
leges of the hcufeof commons. As this is a poinfe 
which deferves thc ftriftcft attention, permit me tot 
tface it. to its íburcc, This city of Wettmiaftea- 
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had longbeen reprefented by members who were- 

noniinated, in fóme meafure, by the ipiqiftry, 

Lord Trentham, haviiig' vacatod his feat in the houfe, 

by accepting a place iinder the crown, ag^n dcr 

clared himfelf a Gaiiclid.ítf ; but met with violent 

oppoíítion. It was obje£ied to him by fome, tha^ 

be had been uncommonly a£live in intrpducing. 

fomc French ftrollers, who had eome over to 

exhibit plays upon the fuppreiSon of our own.. 

This accufation, whether true or falfe, exjcited 

numbers agarnft: himi who ftyled theoAfekes ths 

tndependini ehJ^rs of Wtstinirster, an^ nan^ed Sir 

George Vandeput, a private gentkmap» as piil^ 

Gompetitor. The oppofitioa refolved to fupporl 

tfaf^ir candidate at theii owu expeoce» Tbey acr 

cordingly opened houfes of eotertaiumeDt» foUcited 

votes, and propagated abufe as ufual. At kngth, 

the poli being Qlofed, the roajority appeared in fa-» 

▼our of lord Trentham. A fcrutiny was demanded: 

by the other (ide \ it waA protrafbrd l^y the obftinac]^ 

of both parties ; but this ^lfo turning out in fayour 

eflbrd Trentham, the indepemlent eleétejirs petí-f 

tioned the houfe, compIaÍQÍng of an undUe elrAion^. 

and of parti^Iity and inj.uiliee in the high-haitiff of 

Weftminftgr, who took the polL To tíiis petitioa 

the houfe paid little regard,^ but proceeded to ex^ 

afnine the high-bailiff as to the caúfes that had fo 

long protraíied the eleékion, who laid the blame 

upon Mr« Crowle, who kad a<Eled as counfel for 

tfae petitioners, as alfo on the honourable Alex- 

ander Murray, and one Gibfon, an upholfterer*. 

Thefe three perfons were therefore brought to the 

bar of the houfe. Crowle and Gibfon, after having. 

aíked pardon upon their knees, and being repri-» 

manded by the houfe, were difmiffed. Murrajjs 

was firfl;, admitted to bail 5. but, after fome wit* 
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rieSe$ hád depofed thnt he hdd hieaded a mob to 
ifltimidate the voters, it was Voted that he fiiould 
be committed a clofe prifúncr to 'Ncwgate 5 and, 
to íhvigorate their meaíures, that he ihould receive 
thÍ6 fentence át the bar of the houfe on his knees. 
He accordingly appearcd ; but being direflcd bjr 
thê fpeaker to kneel, refufed to comply. This re- 
fofál thrcw the whole houfe into a commotion^ 
and it was ordered tflat he íhould be commited 
clofe prifoner to Newfl[ate, debarrcd the ufe of pen, 
ifik and papcr, and th^t no perfon ihould have ao- 
céfs to him without {^rmiffion of the houfe, This 
Trtprifonment he undetwent, fenfiWe by the con- 
ftitiition it could continue no longcr than while 
they continued to fit ; and, at the clofe of thc 
fcffion, he was conduded from prifon to his own 
houfe amidft the acclamattons of the people. He 
jiow was thought by many entirely free from all 
farther perfecution 5 but in this they were mif- 
taken ; for at the opening of the enfuing feíEons, 
a rtiotioTi was madc, that Mr. 'Murray fliould bc 
again commited clofe prifoner to the Tow^er. 
Mithcrto it was fuppofed by feveral, that the houfc 
of commons had afted with a f^irit of refentment j 
now it was tliought that they made an attempt 
Vít extending their privileges. Though the delin- 
«quent, a pcrfon of no great confequencc in himfelf, 
had takcn thê prudeiit precaution of retiring from 
theiir refentment, yet fevcral of the péople faw that 
llhc houfe cohfií^cd itfelf rathcr as a body diftin£l 
ftom the peóple than the guardians of thc people ; 
and inftcad of maintaining the libcrties of thc fub- 
je£l in general, had attem^ted to increafe their own. 
Somê thought thpy faw in this meafure the fecds 
<)f fnture ariftocracy 5 that the houfc of common» 
conftitutcd themfelVtís judges of their own privi- 
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Jcdges and that the liberty of every individtial in 
fociety was at the difpofal of a body who profefled 
afting chiefly for thcir own honour. 

However this may be, another meafure was foon 

jtfter taken», which in reality, made diftindlions 

among the people, and laid an unpaíTable line be- 

tween the rich and poor. This was an aíl for thc 

better preventing clandcftine marriages, and for 

the more public folemnization of that ceremony, 

Thc grievance complained of, and which this law 

wasto redrefs, was, that the fons and daughters 

of opulent families were often feduced into mar- 

riage, before they had acquired fufficient ex- 

perience in life to bc fenfible of the difparity of 

fortune in the match. This ftatute thereforc 

enafted, that the bans of raarriage íhould be re- 

gularly publiíhed threc fucceffive Sundays, in the 

clrurch of the pariíh whcre both parties had refided 

for one month at leaft bcfore the ceremony : 

that a marriagc which was folemnized without 

this previous pflblication, or a licence obtained 

from the biíhop's court, ftioúld be void, and the 

perfon who folemnized it fljould be tranfported for 

lcven ycars. This a6t was, at that timc, thought 

replete with confequences injurious to fociety ; 

and cxperience has manifefted fome of them : vil- 

lains ha^e gonc about deceiving ignorant ivomcn 

nnder pretence of marriage, and thcn have left 

them without redrefs. The poor were thus ren- 

dered utterly incapable of making alliances with thc 

TÍch ; and thc weahhof the nation has thus beea 

more liable to accumulation in opulent families. 

It has been thought to impedc that ardour which 

impels many to marry; and to clog a ceremony of 

the moft infinitc advantage to fociety, with pro- 

craftination and delay. Some have affirmedi'that 
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' debaucheries and lcwdnefs have become more frc- 
quent íince the enadling this law ; and it is believed 
^hat the ntunbers -of ^he people are upon the de- 
cline. 

This feílion of parliament was alfo diílinguiíhed 

•^y, another z& ëqually unpopular, and perhaps, 

equally injurious to the religiqn of the community. 

This was a law for the naturalizing the Jewé. The 

miniílers boldiy affirmed^ that fuch a law would 

■ greatly contribute to the advantage 6í the nation ; 

thatit would increafe the credit and commerce of 

^he kingdom^ and fet a laudablc example of politi^ 

cal toleration. Many others, howéver, were of 

^very different fentiments : they faw that greater 

-favour was íhewn by this bill to Jews, than to fome 

*other feíls profcffirrg thc Chriílian religion ; that 

-'an introduflion of this people mto the kingdom 

'^ould difgrace the charafter of the nation, and, 

cool the zcal of the nativcs, alrcady too lukewarm. 

"However, notwithftanding all oppoíition, this biU 

was paffedintoa bw ; nor wasit till the enfuing 

-feílion of parliament, tliat it wás thought neceffaiy 

■to be repealed. 

An aá, equally unpopular with the two former, 
was now alfo vpaffed, which contáined regulations 
for the bettér preferving the ^ame. By this, none 
but men already poffeffed of a ftáted fortune had 
aprivilege of carrying a gún, or deftroying game, 
though even upon the grounds which he himfelf 
rented. This totally datnped all the martial fpirit 
among the lower prders of mainkind, by preventing 
their handling thofe arms which might one day be 
neceffary to defend their country 5 and gave the rich 
the fole enjoyment of a pleafure, wbich, before» 
liad been confidered as the common privilege 
'orhumanitv. Such were the laws paffed this feíBon ; 
Vol. 'IL T 
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through all which a fpirit oí ariílocracy wás dif* 

jí D inc6 ^^^^^^ 'T f^^C' The body óf thc 
'^ ' rich,no loi^er featíiíg oppreflíwi froin 
íhe throne^ or an infringement of their owh liber- 
tics, now began to lean heavy upon the poor, 
and to conGder theinterefts of that ufefúl part of' 
fociety, as entirely diftiníi from their own. They 
never omitted, however, their ufual addrefles to the 
throne , and thisfeflion was remarkable for an ad- 
drefs of thanks ^ohis majefty, for mamtaining, ánd 
rcndering permanent, the general tianquillity of 
Europe, at a time when war was kindHng in almoft 
£very quarter of the world. 



LETTER LXIIL 

IF wc feék for the origin of the war which now 
began to threaten univerfal devaftation, u-t fhall 
find it kindling up in feveral countries, bofh of 
Europe, America, and Afia, at one and the fame 
time, Moft other national contefts have arifen 
from fome one principal .caufe 5 out this war feem» 
to have been produced by the cóncurrence of feve- 
ral, or it may be confidered as thé continuance of 
the late war, which had hot beén efFeétualiy ex- 
tinguiftied by the defeftive treaty of Aix laChapelle. 
In Afia, upon the coáft of Malabar, the Engliíh 
and Frefich had never ceaféd hoftiHties. The 
claímsofPruflia and Auftria,^ upon the territoriea 
o£ Siiefia, had never ' been thoroughly adjufted, 
the limits of Nova Scotia, inhabited by the Eng- 
lifli, andbordetedupon by the French, were ncver 
precifely determined 5 and, fouthward^ Jthe boun- 
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<faTÍe$of Arcadia^ an extenlive couqtry belonging 
totheFrench, aml bordering upon Virginia, were 
equally left unicertain. Negociations had long 
been carried on to determine thefe diíFerences i but 
what coul^ reafon do in dctermining difputes in 
which there were no certain principles to be guided 
by ? Thc limits of thefe countries had never beeT» 
fettled ; for they were, bcfore this time, thought 
too remote or top iuGgnificant to employ much at- 
tention : and it was not probable, that powers^. 
who had no other right to the countries in difputc 
but that of invaíion, would haveequity enough to 
agree upon íharihg the fpoil. 

The right which any of the contending powers 
.pretendedf to^ might, in the eye of r^afon, bc 
thought very í;ontrov^rtibIe \ but the conveniencc 
whicheither party wa& to derive from 'the enjoy-^ 
nKnt of their peculiar claims was not fo uncertain. 
As the diflenfions feemed to begin in North Ame- 
rica, we muft turn to that country to confider 
thcirrife. The French had been the firft culti- 
vatorsof Nova Scotia, and, by great induftry and 
Ipng perfevcrance, rendered that foil, naturally 
b^rrení fomewhat more fertile and capable oí 
fuftaining nature with very little affiftance from 
Europe. Tliis country, however, had frequently 
changed mafters, until the Engliíh were acknow*» 
lQdge4 as the rightful poflcflbrs by the treaty of 
Utrcch>. The pofleíTion of this country, in any,. 
other nation, would expofe our colonies to per» 
petual invafion, atid afllft them in ácquiring a fu« 
periority in. commerce, and tjie northern fiftieries» 
It haj been already qbferved, that we had an infant 
colony upon that coaft, which was chiefly fup- 
ported by royal bounty, and ftruggled with all 
tbc difadvantages óf the fevere climate, and the 

T 2 
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ungrateful foil, But it had an. obftrufl:ion to ít>.. 
growth ftill more formidable than either. The 
French, who,had bcen long fettled in the back parts, 
of the country, continually fpirited up the. Indians to 
repel the new comers ; fo. thajt fome of them were 
aíïuany murdere.d, or fbld to the Pfench at Louif- 
burgh.. Thefc violatíons were complained of, and 
complaint produced recrimination ; fo that the twq- 
powers of France and England were ncgociating 
with, accuíing, and deílroying each otherallat one 
timc. 

Now alfo began to be obferyed anothcr fource of dif- 
pute which promifed as much uneafincfs as thc for- 
mer. The French, pretending firft to have difcover- 
ed the ftiouth of the river MiffiíTippi, claimed the* 
whole adjacent country towards New' Mexico on the 
eaft, and quite to the Apalachian mountains on the 
weft j and finding feveral Engliíhmen, who had fet- 
tled beyond thefe mountains, both from motivcs of 
comme.rce, and invitedby the natural beauties of the 
country, they drove them away, and built fuch forts 
as could command the whole country around. It 
was now, therefore, feen, that their intentions were 
to furround the Engliíh colonies, whicK lay along; 
the ftiore, by taking poíTeffion of the internal parts. 
of the country that lay on the back of our fettlementsv. 
and being already poíTcfled of the northcrn and 
fouthern íhores, thus to enclofe us on every fide, 
and fécure to themfelves all trade with the nativcs. 
of the country. The Englifti therefore juftly 
apprehended, that, if the French wcre able to 
unite their northern colónies, which wcre traded 
into by the rivcr St. Lawrenee, to their fouthern, 
which were acceffible by the river Mifliffippi, they 
muft in time, become mafters of the wholc ter-^ 
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ritbry ; an4 by having a wide country to increafe 
in, woul4 foon multpily, and bccomc cvery year 
more dangerous. 

The goverment of England» having long com- 
pl^ined oj^ thefe incroachments, deteiminedi at 
Íengthj, to repel force^ by, force, and to cut the knot 
pff negptiation, which they could not untie. Or- 
der3 were difpatched to the governors of the pro- 
vin.ce9 to uQÍte into a confederacy for their mu- 
tual fecurity ;; auid if poilible, to bring the la- 
4ians over to tbeir caufe The Indians were a 
£erce, favage peopl^y unacquainted with th^ arts of 
paace^ and fr<^m infancy trained to the pra£lice of 
W4f • ït had long been the method of the Ei^gliQi 
tQ ouUivate their fi^iendíhip in times of danger, bu^t 
to llight tbejr aUian(;e in circumilanc6& of tranquit- 
lity } this in fome meafure ferved to alienate their 
a^<^ions from ou^r governnoent ; but the fravd 
and atvarice of our merchams> particularly of that*t 
called th(e OAw^ companyj who fold tbem bad mer^. 
chs^ndizes> and treated them with equal infolenc^ 
gnd' perÊdy, ferved^ ta confirm their averfion. Be-- 
fides> there waa fomething in the difppfition of 
the Fi^each fettlers in jthefe (egion^ naore fimilaiit 
totbeirs: the' French, like the natives» were hardy, 
enterprifing, and poor} they naturálly thcreforo 
jóined with thofe allies, from conquering of whan^ 
they could expeft no plunderj and dcclared againfl: 
tíie Englifli^colonifts, who vere riph, frugal, and 
lahorious, and whofe fpoils they copcfequentty wcrCj . 
the more defirous ta ihare. 

. Thus then the Engliíh bad nofr only the French 
but almoft the wbole body of the Indian natiops ' 
to oppofe ; yot this confederacy ag^míl them did 
not give a greater uoion to the diíFerent provmces^ . 
^jiFhofc íntcreít it was to oppofe. Some of the 

T 3. . 



* ( 



222 A^N HISTORY OF ENGLANíï;, 

provinccs, who from their fituatíon, had líttte- 
to fejar from the eHemy, oj little advantages to:« 
expeft from viólory, declined furniíhing their^ 
íhare of the fupplies 5 the governors of fomc other- 
colonies, who» had been men of broken fortunes^ 
and had come from flieir native country, tó re- - 
tiievc them by aéls of rapaeity and oppreífion ^ 
here, wcre fo much dreadêd or hated, that they 
loft all infiuence in infpiripg thc colonifts with- 
a proper fpirit of defence. The miniftry, how- . 
everi at home, began ta exert itfelf for their de^ 
fence, and thcir meafurcs werc haftencd by hof*- 
tilities already commenccd, thcrc having bcen, for - 
fomc time^ a Ikirmftiing between gencral Law- -^ 
rencc tp the north, and colonel W^fhington to 
thc fouth, with parties of the Frcnch, in which 
the latter were vidloriou^ It would . bc tcdious> . 
as weU as- uninforming, to relate all thc prcpa- • 
• Tations that now began to he madc by cithcr party |.. 
or to ioad this account with. barbarous names and 
unimportant marches ; or to recount the alternate 
viíSorics and defeats of either fide : bc itfu£^cicn( 
to obfcrve, that they fcemed, in fome mcafurc, to : 
havc imbibed a ferocity of manners from thc. fa- 
vage people with whom- they fought, and excrcifccl 
various cruelties, cither from a fpirit of rcprifal or 
cruelty, 

Four operations were undQrtakcn by -thc EngliQf 

yf D 1 /í ^^ '^^ fame time : onc commandcd^ 
'ý * by colonel Mónckton, to drive the* 
French from thc incroachments they- had made> 
upon the province of Nova Scotia 5 another, on 
thefouth, againft Crown Point, under thc com-» 
mand of general Jonfon ; a third, commanded hj' 
general Shirley, againft Niagara ; and a fourth, 
ftill farther to the foutb^ againit Da Qucfoe^ 
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tmder thc conduél of gcneral Braddock. In thefc 
rcfpeftive cxpédittons Monckton was fuccefsful ;... 
Johnfon viftorious*, though without cíFeft j Shirley..- 
was thought diiatory, and his expcditlon deferred to ' 
another íeafon v but the.misfortuncs of Braddock 
are fo extraordinary as to reqruire a more ample de- - 
tail. Thisr gcneral was recommended to this fer- - 
vice by. the duke of Cumberland» who was juftly 
feníjble of his courage and knowledge in the art 
©f war. . Thefe two advantagesi however, which^ , 
upon other occafións, are thought the highell rc-- 
quiíitcsofa gencral, were, in fomc meafure, con- 
ducive ta- this^ commandcr's- overthrow. His cou- 
rage made him obftínate ; and his íkiU in war was 
impropcr to be exerted in a. country whCre thcre 
were no regular advanccs-tobc made, nor a maríhaH- 
ed ehemy to cneountcri This brave but unfortu- 
natc man fet forward upon his expedition in June, . 
and leftFort Gumbcrlandon the temhi at the head : 
of two thoufand two hundrcd men, dircfting hrs . 
march to that^ píirt of thc cowntty where coloncl . 
Waíhington had bcen dcfcatcd the ycar beíore. U- 
ppn his arrival thcrc, hc was informed, thafr thc 
French at fort Du Quefne expefte<l a rcinforcemcnt 
af fivc hundrcd men ; he. thcrcforerefolvcd, withall 
hafte, to advance, and attack thcm, before they bc»- 
came too powerful by this affiftancCé Lêavmg, therc- 
forc coloncl Dunbar, with cight hundred men, to 
bring up the provifions, ftores and heavy baggage, , 
as faft as the nature of the fcrvicc would pcrmit^^he 
marched forward with thc reft of his army through a 
country equally dangerouS'from its - forcfts and fa- 
vage inhabitants ; a country where Europcans 
had nevcr bcfore attcmpted to pcnctratc, wild, 
fíDlitary^ and bideous» Still^ however, he advanc- 
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«d with Intrepldity, thxough the defert^ o£ Ofwegp, 
regardlefs of the eiiemy's attempts, takitig no care 
previouíly to ejcplore the wQod$ and thkkets^ asifthe 
nearer he approached the eaerBy, the leis cegardleis 
hc was of danger. At length, on thc eighth of JuJy, 
. he encamped within ten miles of fort Du, Quefae, 
which he intieaded toattack, and the next day refum- 
ed his m^rchj without fo much as endeavoúFÍng to 
get intelligence o£ an enemy he defpifed. With this 
confidence he was marching forward, his íbl^lieiis j 
promiíiug themfeives a fpcedy ceíTation from their \ 
harrafling march, and all thiugs íêemed to. promiíi^ 
fuccefs; but upon a fudden his whole army w^ 
aftoniíhed by a general difcharge of arm&y from an 
ttnfeen enemy, along the front and left &ank. it 
was now too late to think of retreating : hifr troops \ 
had paíTed into the de&le, which the enemy hadar^ 
fullypermitted before they attempted to&c^. Hi^ ^ 
van-guard therefore fell back, in confternationt upon 
thé main body ; and the panic foon became general. 
The oíBcers alone difdained to flyj while Braddock 
himfelf,. at their head, difcovered tbe greateil ip- 
tropidity, and the higheíi imprudence 9 he never 
thought of retreatingj but obftinately continued 
on tbe fpot where he was, and gave or^rs to. thê 
f6w brave men who furrp^nded him to form ac- 
cording to the rules of war, and regular4y.advance 
againft the enemy. An enthufiaft to the difciptine 
of the iield, h^ deíired to bring^ the fpirit o£ a 
German campaign into the wilds of Niagara- Ii| 
the mean time, his oflíicers fell thick about himi . 
while he ftill continued to tiTue out orders with com<> 
pofure, though he had iive horfes ibot under him) 
and though the whole hody of his troops was fied. 
At lengtbi receiviog ^. mufquet-íhQt tbrough tbe 
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lungs, he dropped^ and a total confufion enfued'". 
AU the artiUery, ammunition, and baggage, of 
the army, werc léft to the eneroy \ the generaFs 
cabinet of letters alfo íhared the farae fate. Thc 
lofs of the EngHíh, in this unhappy furprife, 
amounted to feven hundred men ; and the remain- 
der of the army, fome time after, returned to 
Philadelphia. It was in this manner the expedi* 
tion of general Braddock termihated, from. which 
England * had expe£ted fuch advantages. In aU 
a£|kions that excite the applaufe and admiration 
of mankind, a part of their fuccefs is owing to 
condu£t« and a part to fortune. Of the latter 
Braddock was totally forfaken •, he was unfuccefs^ 
ful ; and the ungrateful world ' are unwiUing to 
grant him the former. 

Thus unfortunate were the beginnings of this 
war, with regard to England : it was refolved, . 
therefpre, that no meafures were now to be pre- 
ferved with the French ; and orders were given to 
take their fhips wherever found, though there was 
yet no formal declaration of war; With this or- 
'der the naval commanders very readily and wiH- 
ingly complied ; fo that foon the Engliíh ports 
were fiUcd with íhips taken from the enemy, and 
kept as an indemnification for thofe forts which 
the enemy had unjuftly pofreíTed themfelves of in 
America. The French complained loudiy againft 
the ínjuftke of this proceeding •, they reprefented 
ít to the reft of Europe, as a brcagh of that faith - 
' which {hould be obferved among nations, as a pi- 
ratical meafure, difgraceful to the moft favagc peo- 
'ple. Their memorials were anfwered by the Eng»- 
Xiíh, withfomeíhew ofreafon. However, it muft. 
be owned, that, as a declaration of war was a 
apremony eafily performed, it would tairc, beetVi 
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more con&ftent with thc honour of the mmiftry 
to have puxfued.the ufual methoda of conteft which 
had been long eftabliíhed in Europe. The truth 
is, the miniftry were now divided between peace 
and war ^ they faw the neccflity of yigorous mta- 
iuresy but. they were afraid to throw oíF tbe maft; 
of peace entirely- Henry Pelham, who had long 
guided at the helm of aiFairs with candour and 
eapacity, bad for fome time been dead» and his 
place fuppíicd by Sir Thomas Robinfoni who, 
though a feiiífible minifter,. and a favourite of thp- 
king,! was of no great weigíit in council,. and, 
confequently foon under a neceffity of. refigningi 
and Mr, Fox wa& put in his placCt The admini- 
ftration was alfo new formed in other refpcfts,, 
by the taking in feveral other n§w membexsi 'rhofe 
who had- long been in. the miniftry were, it i*- 
thought, for peace ; thofe on the contrary, who 
were newly taken into the dircíiion of affairs^ e^- 
pefted tON fupplant their rivals by an- oppoíite fyf- 
tem, and were confequently for wan The leader 
of this party, therefore warmly folicited fo.r war^ 
feconded by the juftice of the caufp, and the.ge- 
nerai voice of the people 5 thofe who oppofed him 
cxpedled to effedl. by a negociation. all that arms> 
could atchieve. Whatever might have been the 
motives for protradtíng the declaration,, the Frcnch 
feen-jed to convince Europe qf thcir moderation 
upon this attack, by neither declaring war nqr 
making any reprifals. However, they, threatened 
England with a formidable invafipn : feveral bodies 
of troops moved xto the coafts adjacent to ours; 
their minifters exclaimed lcudly in. foreign courts ; 
and fuch preparations were made, as íhewed a rc- 
folution of carrying the warinto the heart of Great 
^ S^^itaia. Thefe preparations^ had tho defired cScQp, 
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ílling thc nation with conilernation^ tnrbulencc, 
and clamour. The people faw themfclves expofed 
ivithout arms, leaders, or difcipline, while thc 
miniftíy were timid, unpopular, and wavering. 

Inthisíituation the Dutch wcreapplied tofor fix 
•thoufand men, which, 'by treaty, they werc to 
fend England, in cafe ofits being threatcned with 
an invafion : which demand, howcver, by aflFefted 
•dclays, was put ofF fo long, rhat the king, un- 
wiUing to come to an opcnruptute with the republic, 
dêCiledfrom it j for which they tcturncd his majef- 
ty fhanks. Such arc the advantagcs England is to 
cxpeft from relying on acíEftancc from any othcr 
qúaiter than its nativc ftrength and onanimity ; and 
every day feems to convincc us of thc abfurdity of 
■political alliances, which arc never obfen'cd, as 
wanting friendfhip to bind, or force.to compcl. 

In this timid fituation the miniftry were cager 
tocatch at any affiftance j a body therefore of Hef- 
fians and Jianoverians, amounting to about ten 
thoufand, wcte brought over to protcft about aa 
■ many mlllions óf Engllíhmen, who, with fwords 
in their hands, wcre able to defend themfelvcs-; 
but fuch wag the ^ile conrplcxion *of this period, 
that the 'Whole fcingdom prefented nothing but one 
jiftme of difcontent, tcrror, and diftruft. Thc 
mifiiftry were execrated for having reduced the na- 
^ion to fuch circumftances -of difgrace, as to bc 
thought to ftand in nced of prefervation from >a 
few German merccnaries; buí wJiat conld be cx- 
j)efted from fuch a mimilry, who wcre pofrefied 
neither of the atts nor fhq intcgrity of govcrnment? 

Howcver, .the French were by no mcans ferioúa 
áa this intendcd díefcent ; their only dcfign Vízs td 



U2Z AN HÍSTORÝ OF ENGLANÓ, 

draw off the attention of the Engliíh miniftrf 
ïrom an expedition which was a£lually goingfor- 
ward againll Minorcai an ifland in the Mediter- 
ranean, which we had iFormerly takeh from Spaini 
and had been fecured to us by repeated treaties. 
But the miniílry of England wcre too much' infeíled 
with the more domeftic terror, to take fufllicient 
j)recautions to guard this place, though they ha& 
carly notice of the enemy's intentions. Inftead 
therefore of fufficiently fecuring the iíland with 
a proper garrifon, or detaching a fquadron thac, 
in all irefpefts, íhould be fuperior to the French 
.flect in the Mediterranean, thcy only ferit tenmen 
of war upon this fervicë, poorly- manned and in- 
differently provided, under the command of admiral 
Byng, whofe charafter in the navy was by no means 
cftabliíhed, with orders to reinforce the garrifon of 
St. Philip's with one báttálion from Gibraltar : this 
command, howcvet, the governor of the placc thought 
it unfafe toobey. 

The admiral feftt upon -this fervice reinforced 
Tiis Ííleet by a detachment of men at Gibraltar; 
and failing towards Minorca, was joined in the 
way by another man of war, fróm whom he learn- 
cd that Minorca wás aftually befieged, and the 
French fleet deftined to íupport the operations by 
land. He foon knew the reality of this information> 
when, approaching ihe ifland, he faw the French 
banners difplayed, and the batteries opened againft 
the caftle of St. Philip's, upon which was ftill 
.difplayed the Englifli flag. The appearance of 
the French fleet foon aiFtcr ftiU more ftrongly 
engaged his attention : he drew up his fliips in 
4ine of battle, and determined to a£l upon the de* 
fenfive. Byng had been formerly thought cmi- 
•nent in naval operations, to which he was . carly i 
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bred, but he had hitherto cxhibited no proofs of 
courage. Men are gcnerally moíl apt to pride 
themfelves upon thofe taknts for which they* arc 
moíl praifed ; and this was the cafe with this un- 
fortunate commander j he facrificed his reputation 
for courage, to the hopes of being applauded for 
his conduÁ. The French fleet advanced ; a part 
of the Englifh fleet engaged ; thc admlral ílill kept 
aloof, gj^ing prudent reafons for his remiflliefs in 
coming to aftion ; till, at lengih, the French Admiral, 
taking the advantage of the Engliíhman\s hefitation, 
failed flowly away to join the van of his fleet, which 
had beea already difcomfited. The Engliíh, for a 
while, continued the purfuit ; but the opportunity 
of coming to a clofe engagement was now loft, 
and never prefented itfelf again. 

Byng was ftill refolved to aft with his ufual 
caution : he called a council of war, wherein it 
was reprefented that he was nvuch inferior to the 
cnemy in fhips and men ; that the relief of Minor- 
ca was iniprhflicable ; and that it vvas nroft ad- 
vifable to fail back to Gibraltar, which might re- 
quire immediate protedlion. This reprefentation 
was almoft unanimoufly agreed to, and put ac- 
cordingly in execution. His pufillanimous con- 
duft, however, foon reached his native country, 
where it excited almoft a frenzy of reféntment. 
The miniftry were alfo thought to fan the flame, 
which ferved' to turn the publlc eye from theiï* 
own mifcotidtfft in fending fo weak an armament. 
Byng, in the mean lime, remained at Gibraltar, 
no way fufpe£ting the ftorm that was gathering at 
a diftance ; but talked and wrote even as if he 
•expefted the thanks of his king, and the applaufe 
of his countrymcn 4 but he was foon awaked from 
Vol. II- U 
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this dream, by a letter from the miniftry, gifing 
him notice, that he was recalled ; and another 
foon after, by which direftions were given that 
he íliould be fcnt home under arreft. Upon his 
arrival in England, he was committed a cloíe 
prifoner to Greenwich hofpital, and numberlefs 
arts ufed to inílame the populace 'againft him. 
Long before his trial, feveral addreíTes were fent 
up from diíFerent counties, crying out for jufticc 
againft the delinquent. The induftry of hiífriends, 
however, was not remifs upon this occafion ; 
they expoftulated with the multitude, and at- 
tempted to divert the whole of univerfal hatred 
upon the miniftry, who, at worft, only deferved 
a ftiare. Bat, foon after, the news of the furren- 
der of fort St. PhiHp to the French, inflamed the 
people beyond all meafure. This fortrefs had 
been reckonednext to Gibraltar, the ftrongeft in 
Europe, the works having been planned by the 
celebrated Vauban : and both from the nature cf 
the foil, which was one folid rock, and the pecu- 
liarity of the Ctuation, it was thought almoft im- 
pregnable. In order to make themfelves mafters 
of this important fortrefs, the French, under the 
command of the duke de Richlieu, landed near 
twenty thoufand men, which by the continual af- 
fault, and having gained an outwork, at laft made 
themfelves mafter of the place. The Englifli go- 
vernor General Blakeney, however, had very ho- 
nourable terms of capitulation, and marchcd out 
with all the eníigns of war Yct, perhaps, in truth, 
the harder the condiiions a garrifon is obliged to 
accept, the more honourable it is to the commander, 
xis they denote his extremity in being reduced to 
^ccept of them. 

The Englifli now faw themfclves cvery where 
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defeated ; in America their armies were cut iil 
pieces 5 in Europe their garrifons taken ; thc peo- 
ple tTembling under the dread .of an invafion ; a 
few mercenaries broUght in for iheir defence, who, 
in turn became formidable to thc natives : alf 
thefe circumftances concurred to exa(perate thc 
people : but there was no objedl on whom to 
wreck their vengeance, but the unhappy Byng, 
who in a manner was already devotcd to deílruc- 
tion. War was now proclaimed with the ufual 
folemnity, though it was now but a denunciation 
after having ílruck the blow. The Hanoverians 
were fent back to their own own country^ and thc pre- 
parations were made for trying admiral Byng in 
the ufual form. On the twenty-eight day of 
December, his trial began before a court martial, 
m thc barbour of Portfmouth, where after a 
fcrutiny of feveral days, his judges came to a re- 
'folution, that he had not done his utmoft, during 
the engagement, to deftroy the eneniy, which it 
was his duty to have engagcd. They therefore 
nnainmoufly wer^ of opinion, that he fell under 
the twelfth article of war, which pofitively order- 
ed death to any perfon who in the time of ac- 
tion, íhould withdraw, ktep back, or not comc 
into fight, or who íhould not do his utmoft, 
through either motives of cowardice, negligence, 
or difaíFeftion. He was therefore adjudged to be 
íhot on board whatever íhip the lords of the admi- 
rality íhould pleafe to direá: ; but his judges, at 
the fame time recommended him to mercy, as 
thcy could not tell the motivcs of his ^keeping 
aloof. By fuch a^ fentence they expedted to have 
fatisfied the national animofity againft him, and 
yct to have fcrened themfeivcs from the confciouf- 
»efs of feverity. Whatever tlie governnient might 
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wxíh to d9 is uncertain •, but the cry of vengeancc 
was too lou4 to be difregarded : his majefty there- 
fore rcferred the fentcuce to the twelve judges, 
who were unaxiimoully of opinion that the fcn- 
tence was legal j wherefore the king refolved 
that he fliould fuíFer the extremity of thc law. 
Still however, ,there was another attempt made 
to fave him ; one of thofe who had been hi& 
judges at Portfmouth, and whtí was alfo a mem- 
ber of the houfe of commons, informed that af- 
fembly, that he, as well as fome othcrs, who 
had 'fat upon the admiral's trial, deíircd to be re- 
leafed from the oath of fecrecy impofed upon 
courts-martial, thatthey might difclofe the grounds 
on which fentence of death had paíTed upon ad- 
miral Byng, and perhaps difcover fuch circum* 
ftances as might fliew the feutence to be improper. 
Tq this the houfe paid little regatd } but hi& 
majefty thought íit to refpite the executlon, till 
the fcruples of the court-martial íhould be more 
clearly explained. A bill therefore- paíTed the 
houfe of commons for releafing them from theír 
oath j but wheij it carae to be debated among the 
lords, and after thc members of the court^^martial 
were examined touching their reafons, the Peers 
found no reafon for paíBng the bill, and it was 
reje£i:ed. The admiral, being thus abandoned to 
his fate, refolved at le^ft, by the bravery of his 
death in fome meafure, to fliew the injiuftice of 
the imputation of his being a coward. He main- 
tained to the laft his natural ferenity ; and, on 
the day fixed for his execution^ when, the boats 
belonging to the fleet, being manned and armed,. 
attended this folemnity in the harbour, the admi- 
ral advanced from the cabin, where he had been 
imprifoned, to the deck, the place aippointcd for 
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cxecutlon, with a compofcd ftcp, and refolute 

countenance. He then delivered a paper con- 

taining the following addrefs : A ýe^iv mowfnts myili 

" TJoiv deliver me from virulent perfecutton^ and fruf' 

trate the fnaiice of tny etiemies, Nor need 1 envy ihem a 

life fuhjeEi to the fenfations my injurtes^ and the injusti.ce 

done me must criate, Perfuaded I am^ that justice *wlil 

he dcne to my reputation hereafter. Tke manner aud 

caufeofraifing andiíeeping up- the popular cianwur and 

prejudice against me^ wiii be feen through -. I fÍMÍi he 

conftdered as a'viBim desiined to divert tloe indignation 

and refentmentof an injured anddeluded peapie from the 

proper ohjecis. Myenemies the.nfeives must notv think 

me inmcent. . Happyfor me^ ai this my iast moment^ 

that l kiioiu my own innocence^ and am confcious that no- 

part ofmy coutitrys misfortunes can be oiving to me? 

1 heartiiy wi/h the /hedding ofmy bkod may contribuie 

to the happinefs andfervice of my country i hut I cannot 

reftgn my just ciaim to a faithfui difcharge ofmy duty^ 

according to the best ofmy judgment^^nd the utmost exer^ 

tion ofmy ahtiity forhis majesiy s honoury and my coun^ 

trfs fervice. I am forry that my endeavouri were Mot 

attended with more fuccefs : andthat thearmament un^ 

der my command proved too weaJs tofucced in an expedition 

of fuch moment^ Truth has prevaiied over caiumny 

and falfhood^ and justice has wiped off the ignomini" 

ous stain of my perfonai want of couragCy and the 

charge of difaffeBion. My heart acquits me ofthefe 

.crimes ; but who can be prefítmptuoufiy fure of his own 

judgment P If my crime ís an trror of judgment,. 

ar differing in opinion from my judges \ and if yet 

the error of fudgment fhouid be on their ftde^ God 

forgivethem^ as I do y and may tl^e difirefs cf their 

minds^ and uneafnefs oftheir confciences^ whichy infus" 

tice to me^ they have reprefented^ be reiieved^ and^ 

U 3 
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suhfide^ as my refentment har done, Tbe fupreme 
Judge fees all hearts and mctiveSy and to him 1 must 
fuhmitthejusticeêfmycaufe. Whenhe had delivercd 
thefc words, he came forward, and refolvcd to die 
with his face uncovered ; but, his friends reprcfcnt- 
ing that his looks might intimidate the foldierys, and 
prevent their taking proper aim, he had his cyes 
boundwith an handkerchief,and knedingupon dcck, 
the fignal was given for the foldiers to fire, and he- 
dropped down dcad in an inílant. 

How far this unfortunate man was innocent, or 
€u]pable, wc ftand too near the tranfaQion to judge ;. 
if he erred in point of judgment orily, it might havc 
be^n aproper caufe for his difmiffion, but it would 
have becn cruelty to condemn him for it. Thofe 
who plead with the greateft vehcmence agamft him,, 
feem hovirevcr, at prefent, to bring their arguments- 
frcm. the necefiity there was of making fomc one 
ccmmandcF an cxample to give greater refolutionta 
the reft, and from thc good effcds that fcemcd to- 
attend his execution, by our rcpcatcd fucccíks^ after 
'iU Thefe however, are fuch reafons as may fílcnccý 
but not fatisfy ; wc muft be contcntcd thcrcfore, tcv 
Tcilcfl tacitly upon this lranfa£lion^ and to lct pofte*- 
ïity do tbe rcft.. 
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LETTER LXIV. 

EURGPE has often been compared to one 
republic, obcying one law, namely, thíit of 
mtions ; and compoled of provinces, each óf 
whichis preventcd frombeconiing too great by the 
univerfal jealoufy of the reft. A quarrel there- 
fore between any two of thefc is z^t to involve the 
whole in war ; but, particularly, if the difputc 

,happens to arife between thofe who are rcckoned 
the lcadiag powers in this aíTemblage of nations^ 
A war begun bctween France and £ngland, for a 
defert and tracklefs wild in the remote parts of 
America, feemcd now fpreading faft through the: 
whole world ^ and the. appearance of their com- 
motions revtved all the antient jealoufíes and claims*^ 
among the reft. 

The French, at the breaking out of this ncw 
war, though they wcre fuccefstul in its coromence- 
ment, were vcry fenfible that they could not long 
hold their acquifícions againft fuch a fuperiority^ 
a« theEngliíh were poflcíFcd of at fea, and the 
numberlefs rcfources thcy had of affifting their co* 
lonies with all the neccíTaries of war. Being 
therefore / apprifcd that a naval war muft, in the 
end, turn out to their difadvantage, they made 
Bo fcruplc of declaring that they would revenge 
the injuries they fuftained in their colonics, or' 
by fea, upon the king of England*s tcrritories in 
Germany, which they fecretly hoped would be a 
motive to hÍ9 complying with their demands, or 
dividing the Englifli forces, or draining their fi- 
siances with heavy fubfidies, as they knew his af- 

. feílion for his native country. ^ In tbefe hopcs 
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they were not much difappointed ; the court of 
London immediately, to fecure the eleftorate of 
Hanover, entered into a trcaty with the emprefs 
of Ruflia, by which a body of fifty-five thoufand 
men íhould be réady to aÓ in the Engliíh fervice, 
in cafe Hanover íhould be invaded, for which the '\ 
Ruílian Emprcfs was to receive an hundrcd thoufand ; 
pounds annually, to be paid ín advance. 

His Pruflian majcfty had long confidered him« J 
felf as the guardian of the interefts of Germany, 1 
and was ftartled at this treaty. Thc monarch ' 
upon the throne was Frcderic III. a prince adorn- 
cd with all the arts of peace, and whom you have 
feen alfo afting as thc moft confummate general. — , 
He had learned to read men, by being himfelf 
bred in the fchool of adverfity v and to love his 
fubjefts, by having experienccd their attachmcnt. : 
He therefore took the firft opportunity to declare, 
that he would not fufFer any foreign forces to enter 
the empire, cither as auxiliaries or príncipals — 
This confummate politician had, if fecms, becn 
already apprifed of fonie fecret negotiations betwecn 
the Auftrians, whom he looked upon as conccal- 
ed ehemiés, and the Ruflians, for cntering his 
dominions, and ftripping him of the provincc of 
Silefia, which had been conceded to him in the 
laft treaty of peace. His Britannic majefty, whofe 
fears for Hanover guidcd all his. councils, now 
faw himfelf in thc very fituation h^- moft dreaded^ 
expofcd to the refentment of France and PruíBa, 
either of which would at once invaKÍe and over- 
run his ele£lorate, while his Ruflian aliies lay at I 
too great a diftance to aflift him. However, ail 
he wiflied was to keep the enemy out of Germany j 
and this the kjng of Pruflia made a profeflion of 
doing, as weU as his* From the fimilitude- of 
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their intentions, tlierefore, thefe two monarchs 
were induced to unite their interefts : > j^ 
and as thiey both only deíired the ' • 7S7- 
fame thing theyfcame to an agreement to'affift êach o- 
ther mutually in keeping all foreign forces out of 
the empire. 

From this alliance both powers hoped great 

advantages : the preferving thc peace of Germany 

was the apparent good, but each had other pe- 

culiar benefits in view. The king of Pruília 

knew the Auftrians to be his cnemies, and the 

Ruffians to.be in league with them againft himj 

an altíance therefore with the court of London 

kept back the-Ruffians, whom he dreaded, and gave 

him hopes of taking an ample fatisfaftion from 

Auftria whom he fufpefted. As for France, he 

counted upon ít as a naturat ally, which, ffom 

the long and hereditary enmity with the Auf- 

trians, could not, by declaring againft him, joirt 

them to whom they»had fuch various reafons for 

political averfion. The eleftor of Hanovcr, on 

the otherhand, had ftill ftronger. expe£lgtions of 

the bencfits that wGuldarife from this alliance. 

He thus pTOCured a near and powerful ally ; an 

-ally which he thought the Freneh, in their . prefent 

circumftances, would not venture to difoblige ; he 

'Counted upon the Auftrians as naturally attachcd 

*to his interefts by formcr fervices and friendíhip ; 

and the Ruffians, at kaft, as likely to continue 

-iicuter, from their former ftipulationsand fubfidy. 

-Such were the motives to this alliancci but both 

-wcre decéived in cvcry partieular. And though 

this alliance aftoniftied Europe at that time, it 

foon produced another conneftion ftill more extra- 

ordinary. The Auftrian .queen had long medi- 

tatcd dcfigns bf recovering Silefia, whieh, in ber 
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exígcncy, thc king of Pruffia had invaded, and 
expefted the affiílance of ,Ruffia to eíFedk her pur- 
pofes. By this laft treaty, however, íhe faw Êng- 
land joining with Pruffia in fruflrating her hopes ; 
and, deprived of one ally, íhe fought about, in 
order to fubftitute another. She therefore applied 
to France , and, to procure the friendíhíp of that 
power, gave up her barrier in the Netherlands, 
which England had been for ages acquiring with 
itsblood and treafure. By this extraordinary re- 
volution, thc whole political fyftem of Europe affiim- 
cd a new face, and it pretty clearly íliews that events 
guide thc politician, while the politician feldom 
guides cvcnts ; or, to ufe the words of Tacitus, 
therc ís but very littlc difference-between the art 
and its fatality. 

In the mean time, this treaty betwcen Francc 
and Auftria was no fooner ratified than the em- 
prefs of Ruffia w.is invited to accede to it ; which 
propofal íhe heartily cmbraced. By concurring 
with their propofals, Ruffia had another oppor- 
tunity of fending her forces into the weftcrn parts 
of Europe, which was all íhe had hoped by the fub- 
fidiary treaty with England. A fettlement in the 
weftern parts of Europe was what this fierce north- 
crn power long wanted an opportunity of obtaining; 
for, poffefled of that, íhe could then pour in freíh 
forces at any timc upon the morc effeminatc and 
contending ftates ; and, pefhaps, at length, obtain 
univerfal empire. The intrigues of Francc^ wcrc 
alfo fuccefsfully employed with Sweden. A war 
between that nation and Pruffia was kindled up, 
though contrary to the inclination of thcir fove- 
reign, who had the natural motives of kindred for 
being avcrfe to that meafure. 

Thus all the alliances which England had long 
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been purchafing upon the continent, and many 
of the treaties which íhe had been long making 
with all the 'buftle of negociation, were at once 
deftroyed. The forces of the contending powerH 
therefore now drawn out on cach fide, ftood thus ; 
Ëngland oppofed Francc- in America and Afia; 
¥rance attacked Hanover on the continent'of Eu- 
rope: this country the king of PruíEa undertook 
to protedt, whilc England promifed to furniíli hinx 
with troops and n]oney to affift his operations. 
On the otherj hand, Auftria had defigns upon 
PruíBa, and drew the ele£lor of Saxony into thc 
fame purfuits ; ftie was alfo feconded hi her views 
by Ruffia, Sweden, and France, while the reft of 
the powers of Europe continued fpeílators of the 
contentions. 

Thefe defigns of Auftria, for the recovery of her 
loft dominions, were too apparent not to be early 
difcovered by fo vigilant a monarcli as that of 
Pruffia ; he faw that preparations were making 
againft hlm by that powcr in Bohemia and Mora- 
via, while the eleélor of Saxony, under the> pre- 
terice of a military parade, drew together about fix- 
teen thoufand men, which occupied the ftrong for- 
trefs of Pirna. The fecret treaty alfo between the 
courts of Ruffia and Auftria did not efcape his 
penetration : by this it was privately ftipulated, 
that the treating powers ftiould in cafe of appre- 
hending any breach of the prefent peace, unite 
againft Pruffia and fliare the dominions of that 
crown between them. Tbis he confidered as an 
oíFenfive alliance ; the treating powers alledged,. 
that it was only defenfive As preparations for 
war, however, were carrying on wirh the utmoft 
diligence on either fide, the king of Pruffia, in 
order to be confirmed in what he already fufpefted 
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ordered his hiinifter at Vicnna to demand a clear 
explication, and proper affurances concerning the 
preparations he faw making. He at firft receivcd 
an equivocal .anfwer ; but, ordering his minifter 
to demand a categorical reply, whether the em- 
prefs queen was for peace or war, -and to require 
a pofitive affurance that íhe had no intention to 
attack him that year oi the next, an ambiguous 
anfwer was returned to fo plain a queftion, which 
undoubtedly manifefted an inclination for war. 
He therefore thought proper no longer to fufpend 
his opcrations, but to carry the war into the ene- 
my's country, rather than to wait fof it in his own. 
He entered with a large army intOi^Saxony, and, 
in the ufual ftrain of civility, demanded from the 
€le£lor a paffage through that country, w^hich be 
weli knew the poffeffor of it was not able to refufe, 
In the mean time, he difguifed all his fufpi- 
cions of the eleftor's having fecretly treated w^ith 
ïm enemies ; and upon the latter's propofing to 
obferve a ftrift neutrality, lie profcffed himfelf ex- 
tremely plcafed at the offer, but defired as a proof 
of the fincerity of the eleftor's intentions to fepa- 
rate the army of the eleftorate, for which there 
could poffibly be no occafion in cafe of the neu- 
trality propofed. This, however, the eleítor of 
Saxony thought prudent to refufe, which was 
probably whut the other eagerly defired ; for, in 
confeqnence of his refufal, the king formed a kind 
of blockade about the Saxdn camp, in order to re- 
duce it by famine ; for fuch was the fituation of 
this fpot on which the Saxohs had Vncamped, that 
though a fmall army could dcfend it againft the 
nioft numerous forces, yet the fame dilHculty at- 
tended leaving it that ferved to render it inac- 
ccílible to an enemy. Of this his Pruffian majefty 
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^took the advantage; and by blocking up every 
'place of egrefs, cut oíF their provifions, and the 
whole body was oblij;ed to furrender prifonerS of 
war. 

In a d^tail ofthe tranfaftions of England, it will 
not be ncceflary to recapiculate the numerous march- 
'es, viftories, fieges, and repulfes, of this greac fo- 
reign ally. Whatever either former hiítory had 
íhewn, or even romance might feign, was outdone 
both by his expedition and intrepidity. King only 
of a very fmali territory, aflifted by England, whofe 
íituation was too remote to give any confiderable 
fuccours, oppofed and furrounded by all t^e moíl 
formidable powers of Europe, he ílill oppofed them 
'on ^every fide ; he invades Bohemia, defeats the 
•Auílrian general at Lowofchtch, retrcats, begins 
his fecond campaign with another vi£Í:ory near 
Prague, is upon the point of taking that city, 
but by a temerity infpired by former fucceíTcs, 
attacking the Auftrians at a difadvantage near 
Kolin, he is defeated, and obliged to raife the 
íiege : Fortune fays he, has turned her hack upon 
tne this day. I ought to have expeBed it í jhe 'is a 
ýemale^ and I am no gallant^ Succefs (ften occa- 
7jions (I deJlruBive confidence ,* hut another time tve 
'will do helter. 

One misfortune feemed to follow anothcr : the 
Hanoverians, who had joined with him and Eng- 
land in the alliance, had armed in his favour, com- 
manded by the duke of Cumberland. As this 
army, which confifted of three thoufand eight 
hundred men, was greatly out-numbered by the 
French, they were obliged continually to retire 
before them. The paíTage of the river Wefer 
might have been difputed with fome hopes of fuc- 
cefs ; yet the Hanoverians permitted them to pafs 
VoMI. X 
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ít unmoleíled. Their army thercfore, was now 
driven from onc part of the country to another, 
till, at length, it made a íland near a viliage called 
Haílenback, where it was judged it would be beft 
able to fuftain the fuperiority of the cnemý's num- 
bers. Howcver, notwithftanding ali the cíForts 
of difciplincy and the advantages of íituation, the 
wcaker fide was ftill obliged to retire ; and, leav- 
ing thê field of battle to the French, retreated to- 
wards Stade. By taking this rout, they marchcd 
into a country, from whence they could neither 
procure proviíions, nor yet have an opportunity of 
attacking the enemy upon c<jual tcrms. Unable, 
by their fituation, to retire, or, by their ftrength, 
to advance, thcy were compclled to fign a capi- 
tulation, by which the whole army laid down their 
arms, and were difperfcd into diiFcrcnt quartcrs 
of cantonment. By this remarkable treaty, which 
went by tbe name of the treaty of Clofter Seven, 
the HanovcTÍans were quite fubdued, and all the 
French forces lct loofe . upon the King of Pruília 
togcthcr. , 

Thc fitutation of this monarch was now become 
defpcrate ; nor could human prudence forcfee how 
he could cxtri(:ate himfelf from his diftrcfs. Thc 
French forces, now united, invaded his dominion^ 
on onc fide ; the Ruflfians, who for fome time, 
had hovcred over his dominions in anothcr part, 
all at oncc haftened bnward to ovcrwhclm him, 
marking their way with ílaughter and cruclty. 
A large body of Auftrians entered Silcfia, and pe- 
netrated as far Breílau, and turning to Schweid- 
liilz, fat down before that impórtant fortrcfs, which 
after a long fie^e furrendered. Another army ©f 
thc fame nation entcred Lufatia, madc thcmfclvcs 
maftcrs of Zittau, and, preífing forward, laid thc 
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capital of Berlín under contribudon. Twenty 
two thoufand Swedes picrced into Pruflian Pome- 
rania, took the towns of Anclam and Demmein,. 
and exafted tribute from tHe whole country. It 
was in vain that the king of PruíEa faced about 
to every iavadcr, though his enemies fled before 
him : while he purfued one body, anotHer pene- 
trated his territories in the mean time ; and his do- 
minions even in the mi<ifl; of viflbry, wcre every: 
day contraéiing, The greatefl: part were either 
taken or laid under contribution, and pofl^efled by 
his enemies ; and he was left withóut any alliance 
or afliítance, but what the Brilifli parliament might 
think proper to affbrd. 

Thcfe fuccottTS couW »i beft, have bcen, fbx 
fome tiflie ineffeílual 5 howcver,. it was refolved' 
by the Englifli miniítry, that fomething fliould be 
done, and accordingly an cnterprize was planncd" 
againft: the French coaft, which by drawing oflF 
their attention from Pruflia, might give it time 
to refpire, and call ofl^ a part of the French to. 
defend themfelves. Befides this intcntion, Eng- 
land alfo hoped to be able to give a blow to their 
marine, by deftroying fuch fliips as were laid up. 
or building in the harbour of Rochfort, the (ýty 
againft which this expedition was deftined. The 
Englifti miniftry kept this objc£l of their opera- 
tions a profound fecret j and France was filled with 
alarms, till at length it was found that the fleet 
appcared befóre Rochfort, wherc it fpent fome 
time in deliberating upon what manner to proceed. 
At laft it was refoived to fecure the little ifland oF 
Aix, an eafy conqueft, which while performing, 
the militia of the country had time to aflcmble, 
and thcre was an appearance of two camps upoa. 
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the Ihorc. The commanders, therefore, who, by 
the badneCs of the weather, were, at firft, pre- 
vcnted from landing, now feared equal danger 
from the numbers of the enemy which were to op- 
pofe them. They took into confideration thc 
badnefs of the coaft, the danger of landing, the 
time the city had to prepare for a vigorous defence,^ 
and their own unfitnefs for any other methods to 
reduce it but that of a: fudden attaek. . This con* 
Cderation induced them to deCft from further ope- 
ration^ and thcy unanimouíly refolved to retura 
home, . without raaking any attempt. Nothing 
could equal the difcontent of the Êngliíh upon 
fecing this expedition, of which they had conr 
ceived fuch expe£tations, return unfuccefsful. It 
produced, as ufual, a conteft betWeen thofe who 
planned, and thofe who were fent to execute^it* 
The military men reprefented it zs. ufelefs and, 
raíh 5 thá minifters exclaimed at the timidity and 
delays of thofe from whofe vigour fuccefs w^as to 
be expefted. A court of inquiry cenfured the 
commander ; but a court-martial acquitted him. 
This, like almoft all the former operations, ferved 
to embizter party, and increafe defpondence. A 
great man was even heard to fay, upon a very fo- 
lemn occafion, that he believed the commanders of 
every military operation were refolved upon doing 
nothing. The tumuU of the people was now funk 
from turbuJent clamour into fullen difcontent j 
they faw only gloomy, profpefts on every fide ; their 
armies deftroyed, their fleets inaftive, their ex- 
peditions ridiculous, and the only ally they had 
left in Europe, that would fight their battles, upon. 
the point of being overwhehTied by fuperiority of 
numbers. Such were the beginnings of tbls. ^var,, 
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froth which the timid forebodcd national fervitude^ 
and a total dcílruflion of all maritime pdwer^ and 
even the moft fanguine only hoped for a peace that 
might reílore them to formcr equalilyí 

LETTER LXV. 

SUCH was the. iH fuccefs of the EngliOi armsr^ 
and of their aliie«, at the beginning of this .:war. 
Every day the prefs- teeraed with produftítJiiS' 
which either reproaehed their cowardice, or forfe^ 
boded their undoing. Yet ftill the . hopes of the 
parliament rofe with their difappointments^ and 
every refource feemed to augment^ with their ex-' 
pences. Tho' the fupplies for tbis deftruflive and 
hitherto íhameful war were enormous, yet they. 
were raifed as foon as granted. The officers of 
the army feemed roufed into vigour by national re- 
proach. A-fia was the country in which fuccefs 
firft beganto dawn upon the BFÍtifli- intereft, and 
whcrc v/e firft learned the art of again conquering. 
thc cnemy. A war 'in Europe could not be pro- 
Glaimed bctwecn the two great powcrs, without' 
bcing felt in the remoteft parts of the globe. 
This immenfe traft of country, which was the 
theatre of an Afiatic war, comprehends the whole 
peninfula of India Proper. On the coafts of this 
great territory, the Englifli, the French, and fevc- 
ral other powers of Europe, had built forts, with ■■ 
the original confent of the Mogul, who claims the 
fDvereignty of the whole erapire. Whatcver his- 
right may be to this dominíon, his poweris fcarce 
felt or acknowledged in many of the remoterpro-- 
vincesj and even the governors or nabobs, . wha) 

" X.3. 
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wcrc originally of his appointmciit, have rendcTed^ 
thcmfelves independent, and exert ^an abfolute 
dominion over their refpeflive territories, without 
acknowledging his fiíperiority, cïther by tribute or 
' homage. In their contefts, therefore, thefe princes, 
inftead of having recourfe to thc Mogul for redrefs,. 
apply to the European *power8, whom they can 
either purchafe or perfuade to affift them. Thc 
war between England and France in thefe remote 
parts, firft began by cach powcr's íiding with twa 
contending nabobs, and thus, by dcgrces, becoming 
principals in thc difpute. Tfie fucccfs, on each 
fide, for fome time aftcr the treaty of Aix-la- 
Chapelle, feemed doubtful, till at length, thc 
aíFairs of the Engliíh feemcd to gain the afccn- 
dancy by the courage and condud of Mr. Glive, a^ 
gentleman who firft cntered into the fcrvice of 
the company as a clerk, but foon íhewed his talents- 
more adapted forwar. By his vigilance and cou- 
rage the province of Arcot waa cleared of the enc* 
my, the French general takcn prifoner, and the 
iiabob, whom the Engliíh fupportcd, reinftatéd in 
the gbycrnmcnt of which he had been formerly dc— 
prived. Thc French, difcouraged by thefe misfor- 
tunes and fenfibte of their own inferiority in thÍ9 
part of the world, fent over a commiiTary with a 
view to rcftore peace ; and a convention betweeii 
the two companys was accordingly concluded, im- 
porting, that the territoiies taken on cithet fide, 
fince thelaft peace, ftiould be mutnally reftored; 
that the nabobs advanced by the influence of either 
party, ftiould be acknowledged by both ; and that 
forthe future, neither íhould Interfere in the dif- 
fcrcncesbetwecn the princes of the country. ThÍ5 
cefíation, howcver, was not .of long duration : 
compafts made between tradíng companies can 
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never be oflong contínuance, when there is 3 

profpeft of advantage to either fide from their in- 

fraftion. In- a fcw months after, both fides re- 

newed their operatioits, no longer as auxiliaries, but 

as rivals' in arms and commerce. . What thc mo- 

tives to this infraflion were, are not fufficicntly 

known V wherever there is trade there muft be a 

degree of avaricc j, and that is a paílion too often 

thc parent of injuftice and cruelty. Certain,' it is 

that the viceroy of Bengal, from motives of per-» 

fonal refentment, declared againft the Englifh ; 

ahd, levying a numerous army, laid fiege to Cal- 

cutta, one of their forts, whrch was in no fitua- 

tion to endure the attack even of barbarians. It 

was taken by aíFault ; and the garrifon to the 

number of one hundred and forty-fix pcrfons, ^were 

crowded into a narrow prifon called the B/ack Ho/e, 

about eighteen feet fquare, without any entrance 

for air, except by two iron windows to the weft, 

which by no means afl^orded • a fufficicnt quantity 

for fupportipg life in fuch numbers. In fuch 

a burning climate it is terriblc . to conceitc thé 

fituation of wrctches thus immured and fuffiocating 

cach other. Their firft cffbrt, upon finding the 

danger of their horrid coiífinement, was to break o- 

pen the door 9 but this being impoffible, they en- 

deavoured to cxcite the compaffion or the avidity 

óf ^the giiard, by oíFering him a large fum of money 

for his affiftancc in removing them to feparatc pri- 

fons, with which he was not able to comply, as the 

viceroy was affirep, and no perfon durft difturb him. 

They were now thcrcforc left without hopes of relief 

,to pcriíh, and the wholc prifon was filled with 

groans, íhrieks, conteft, and confufion. Thistur- 

bulence foon after funk into langour and dcfpair | 

and towards morning all was horrid filence and de« 
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íblation. Of an hundred and forty^Gx who had en-*- 
teredalive,.twcnty three only furvived, and of thefe. 
feveral died by putrid fevers upon thejr beitig fetfree^ 

The reduílion of this important fortrefs fcrved ta 
interrupt the profperous fucceíTes of the Engliíh 
company j but the fortune of Mr. Clive flill van- 
quiíhed every obílacle. A.íleet under the com* 
mand of Admiral Watíbn, confpired with his ef- 
forts, andhelped.him in his vi(S^ories« Angria» a. 
piratical prince, who had long. annoyed the com<» 
pany's fettlements in the neighbourhood of Bom- 
bay, firft felt the weighc of our naval power. ïhí$ 
prince maintained a large number of gallies, with 
which he would attack the largeft íhips, when he. 
foundaproperopportunity : and, by this means, he 
exafted a tribute from every European power for a 
peTmiíEon to trade. To fubdue fuch a dangerous 
cnemy to commerce, admiral Watfon and coloneL 
Clive failed into his harbour of Geriah, though they 
fuftarned a. warm fire as they pafled, and Iban threw 
all his fleet and his fort into flames» The next day 
the fórt furrendered at difcretion, where the con- 
querors found alarge quantity of warlike ftores, and 
eiFe£ls to the value of one huxidred and thirty thoa<* 
fand pounds. 

From this conqueft Mr.Clive went on to take. 
revenge for the treatment of the Engliíh at Cal- 
cutta, and about the beginning of liecembér ar-» 
rived at Baiafore, in the kingdom oF Bengal* 
There was but fmall oppofition made to the fleet, 
or thc army, tiU they came before Calcutta, ihc 
fcene of former cruelty ; but as foon as the admi- 
ral, with two íhips, arrived before thetown,.hc 
received a fuxious firc from all the batteries. This, 
however, be returaed with ftill greáter execution» 
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and in lefs than two hours the place was aban- 

doned. Thus by the conqueft" ofthisandthe for- 

mer fortrefs, thc Eng'líh became poíTeíTed of the 

two ftrongcft fettlements on the banks of the Gan- 

ges. Soon after thefe fucceíres, Hughly, a city 

of great trade, was reduced with as little difficulty, 

ánd all the viceroy of Bengal's ftorehoufes and gra- 

naries deftroyed. This barbarous prince, incenfed 

at thefe lofícs, afíembled an army of ten thoufand 

horfe and fifteen thoufand foot, fully refólved to 

expel the Engliíh out of his dominions. Upon 

the firft intelTigence of his march, colonel Clive 

begged of the admiral á reinforccmcnt of men from 

the íhips; and íix hundred feamen were accord- 

inírly foon added to hÍ8 little armv. Tbe nume- 

rous forces of the viceroy of Bengal appeared, and 

colt)nel Clive advanced in threc columns to attack 

liim. Bnt, though the forces werc fo feemingly 

difproportioned, with refpe£t to number, the vic- 

lory foon declared in favour of the Englifti conv- 

mandcr. In faft, what could timid Afíatic fol- 

diers do againft European troops, hardened by 

war, and inured to all the viciffitudes of climate. » 

All the cuftoms, habits, and opinions of the Aíia- 

tics, tend to enfeeble the body, and effisminate thc 

mind. When we conceive a body of men led up 

to thc attack, dreíTed in long filk garments, with 

no other courage than that infpired by opium, witK 

no other fears from defeat bu.t that of changing 

jlieir mode * of flavery ; their chief commander 

mounted on an elephant, and confequently a more 

confpicuous obje<fl for aim; their artillery drawn 

by oxen, impatient and furious upon the flighteft 

"wound ; every foldier utterly unacquainted with' 

that cool intrepidity which providcs againft dangep, 

3nd only taught to fight by the fame art^ that raifa 
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their paffions; — if we confider all thefe circum-^ 
ftances, it will be no way furprifing, if one or twa 
thoufand Europeans íliouid , eafily. difcorafii thirty 
thoufand. Indians. And. all the heroifm of a Cy- 
rus, or an Alexander, in gaining fuch difpropor- 
tioned viclorics,. will no longer be the fubjeíl o£ 
admiration. 

Avi(3ory fo eafily acquired^by a foreign enemy,- 
foon rendered the viceroy of Bengal' contcmptiblc 
to his fubje£ls at home- His prefcnt cowardicc 
ijendered him defpicable y his former infolence and 
cruchy, odïous. A confpiracy was projeíled againíl 
him by Alikan, his prime minifter, and the Eng* 
liíh, having private intimations of the defign, re- 
folved to feize the cpportunity of feconding it with. 
all their endeavours. Accordingly, colonel Clivc 
marched forward, took the town of Cutwa in his 
march, and foon came up with the yiceroy's army t 
and, after a íliort conteíl, put the whole to flight, 
with terrible flaughter. Alikan, who had firft in* 
cited his mafter to this undejtaking, had hitherto 
conccaled his actachments, either through fear ot 
perfidy ; but after this.viftory, he openly efpoufed 
the caufe of the Englifli, and was therefore fo- 
lemnly proclaimed viceroy of Bcngal, Bahar, and 
Orifa, in the room of the former viceroy, who 
was as folemnly depofcíd, and foou áfrer put to 
death by his fucceflbr. The new viceroy was not 
infenfiblc of the gratitude he owed the Engliíh, for 
their aflSftancc in his ptomotion. He gramed libe» 
rally all their demands, fttisfied them cven to the 
moft extended wiíh. of avaric.c, and took every me- 
thod to demonftrate his pride in their. alliance. 

Yet not the Indians alone, but the Erench alfo, 
fiibmitted to colonel Clive's aflSduity and courag^ 
feaQnded. by the cndeavours of the Admirals WdXr- 
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Ton and Pocock. Chadenagore, a French fettle- 
mént higher up the ríver than Calcutta, of great 
Itrength, and the molt important of any poíTcíTed 
^Y that nation rn the bay of Bengal, fubmittcd to 
the Engliíh arms. The goods and money found 
in the place wcre conGderable ; but the chief da- 
mage the French fuftained wasin the ruinoftheir 
iead fettlement on the Gan^ges, by whic'h they had 
long divided frhe commerce of this part of índis. 
Thus, in one campaign, the Englifli in fome mea* 
iure, became pofl'cflbrs of an immenfe tra'íl of coun* 
try fuperior in wealth, fertility, extent, and num- 
*ber of inhabitants, to many of Europe. Abovc 
•two millions fl:erling. were paid to the company 
-and fuffcrers at Calcutta ; the foldiers and feamen 
Iháred fix hundered thpufand pounds, and the Eng- 
15 Ih forces became toq formidable fbr reíifl:ance. 
TTct perhaps, this remote powcr wiU, one day, 
^ither ferve to drain from the mother coúntry all 
áts ufeful hands, or our vidlorics wi!l ferve to teac'h 
the native barbarians to avaii themfelves of their 
Tiumbers, and, by being frequently dcfeated, they 
-will^at laíl, leaTn to eonquer. 

The íuccefs of the Engliíh was not a littlc 
alarming to the French miniftry at home ; as it 
is believed that even the dutch themfelves en- 
tertained íbme jealoufy of their growing greatnefs. 
A confiderable reinforcement was therefore fent 
from France, nndcr the command of gcneral Lally, 
^n Iriíhman, who was reclconed one of the braveft, 
yet moft whimflcal men in the French fervice. Hc 
had been, from his earlieft years, bred a foklier of 
fortune, and carried the military fpirit of honour 
to íts utmoft limits. Under his guidance the 
Fiench afFairs feemed, for fome timc, to wear a 
betterface^ he took fort St. Davids, plundered a 
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town belonging to the king of Tanjour, in alliancc 
with the £ngliíh, and after laid fíege to his capital. 
Failing in his deíign upon this city, he entered the 
province of Arcot, and prepáred for laying fiege to 
Madrafs, the chief fcttlement of our company, up- 
on the coalt of Coromandel. In the íiege of this 
important fortrefs a greater variety of diificuhies 
prefented than he had expe£led. The artiUery of 
the garrifon was well managed, while on the other 
fide, the French a£led with the utmoft timidity : it 
was in vain that iheir coramander cxhorted them xo 
proceed ; though a breach was made, and lay open 
for fifteen days, no one of them dared to venturelo 
the aíTault. Befides this, they were ill fupplied witk 
provifions ; ancl the arrival of a reinforcement in the 
^arrifon foon aíicr, fcrved to baniíh all hopes oE An- 
cefs. Aftcr a briH^ firc tliey raifed the fiege ; and 
this miícarriage fo entirely deprcíïed the ardour of 
the enemy, that they appeared quite difpirited in 
ahnoíl every enfuing engagement. In this mannerj 
therefore, their aíFairs v/ent on declinirig, not lefs 
by land than by fea. There were feveral engage"* 
ments between the tvt-o fleets, in which the French, 
though luperior in numbcr o^íhips and mtn, always 
«leclined a deciíive engagement. 

13ut the French were not the only enemies thc 
Engliíh had to fear in thls part of the world ; thc 
jealoufy of the Dutch was excited by our repeated 
fuccefs, and the late extenfjon of our powcr. As 
this difpute, however trifling it may feem, may, onë 
day, be of greater confequence than it appears at 
prefent, I fliall be more particular in my relation of it. 
, Under a pretence of reinforcing their garrifons 
in Bengal, the Dutch equipped an armament of 
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íevcníhips, which ^'crc ordered to failupthc Gan- 

.gesy and render their fort, at a place called Chin- 

cura, fo formidablei as to be able to bid defiance 

•to the power of Britain, and thus fecure to them- 

fclves the trade for faitrpetrc, which this placs 

aíForded. This ^efign, however, coloncl Clivc 

thought incumbent on him if poíTible, to dcfcat; 

and fcnding thc Dutch comrhandcr a letter hc in- 

'formed him that he could not permit his landing, 

-and marching forces to Chincura» To this mcfr 

'fagc the Dutchmá'n rcplied, that hc had no fuch 

/^efigns as werc imputcd to him ; and he oniy rc- 

qucftedí liberty to land his troops to rcfrcíh thcm^ 

which was rcadily grantcd* Hc madc thefe con- 

"ceffions, howcver, only tiU hc knew that the íhips 

which were to fccond his opcrations, werc come 

lip thc river, and thcn, throwing oíF thc maík, hc 

'began his march to Chincura, and took fcveral 

fmall veflcls belonging to the Engliíh, to retaliatc 

for the affront hc pretcnded to havc fúftained m 

bëing denied permiffion to procced. Whcther, 

'upon this occaíion, thc Calcutta Indiaman was 

ícnt out to intcrrupt their progrefs, or was onjy 

|)urfuing its way homeward, is hot clearly known ; 

but certain it is, that the Dutch í^Qmmander 

threatened to fink it^ if it prefumed to pafs hipi. 

The Englifh captain fceing them point their guns, 

-as if they rcally intended to put their thrcats into 

cxccution, rcturncd to Calcútta, where two other 

Indian íhips lay at anchor, reportcd his adven- 

ture to colonel Clive, who inftantly ordered thc 

threc Indiamen to prepáre for battle. Thc PutcK 

fleet were not rcmifs in advancing tp meet them. 

After a few broadfidcs, howéver, the Dutcjfi com« 

modorc ftruck, and the reft of his fleet followcd 

thc cxamplc. The viftory being thus obtaincd 

Vol. 11. Y 
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-writhout anj lofs to the Engliíh, captain Wilfon, 
vrho commanded in the expedition, took pofleílion 
«f the prizesi which had greatly fufiêredi and the 
crews were fent prifoners to the Engliíh fort. In 
the mean time their land forcesij wluch amounted 
to eleven hundred men, were totally defeated by 
.colonel Ford) fent ^pon that duty by Clive. A 
conGderable patt were kiiled, and the reft made 
prifoners of war. During this conteft, the nabob 
preferved a fufpicious neutrality, ready as it ihould 
feem, to join with the conquerors. Fortune^ how^ 
cvcr, no fooner determined in favour of the Eng- 
lifti, than he offered them his fervices, and pro- 
feíTed himfclf ready to demolifli the Dutch fortifi- 
cation of Chincura. This conteft was reprefented 
in very different lights to the refpeílive govern- 
ments at home ; the Dutch declaimed againft the 
Engliíh oppreffmg all who attempted to trade in 
the Indies; while the Englifti on the other hand, 
reminded the Dutch of their former cruelities and 
of their defire of gain,, even at the expence of 
cvery moral obligation. However; foon after, a 
negotiation enfued ; the Diitch wifely gave way 
to a power they were unable to withftand, A 
treaty was concluded, and peace was reftored^ 
feemingly to the fatisfadion of boch parties. Such 
is the pírefent prefent fituation of this conteft, which 
probably contains the feeds of future diffention- 
The Dutch will, upon all occafions, think it al« 
lowable to increafe their poweí in India to what- 
cver pitch they think proper ; arid the Engliíh wiU 
ever find it their intereft to repels them. It may 
thus happen, that the amity of the two powers in 
Europe will not be fufiicient to preferve unani- 
jnity in fo diftant a part of the world. In this 
^anner, while Great Britain puts anend to one 
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war, íhe often lays the foundation for another ;- 
fbr extended empirc ever produces an increaíing 
neceility of defence. 

Our fuccefs agairrft the French on thc coaft of 
Cororaandel was not lefs confpicuous. Our troops 
were headed by colonel Coote, a native of Ireland^ 
a man of prud^nce and bravery ; he marched againft 
gencral Lally 5 took the city of Wanderwaíh in his^ 
way 5 reduced Carangolyi a fortrefs commanded by 
colonel O'Kennedy ; and at length, came up with 
the French gencral who was equally defirous . of 
the engagement. It is remarkablc cnough, that 
the commanders on either fide werc countrymen ;. 
but this did not in the lêaft abate their attachmciit 
to the different crowns they ferved. In the 
moming earíy the French advanced' within threc 
quarters of a mile of the Engliíh line, and the 
csinnonading bcgan wirh great fury on both fides : 
the engagement continucd with much obftinacy tiU 
about two in the afternooni when the French 
gave way and flfed towards their camp ; which, 
however, they as quickly abandoned, and left their 
cannon and the field of battlé to the conqucrors. 
Their lofing the eity of Arcotwas the confequencc 
of this viftory ; and nothing now remained to 
them, of all thcir vaft'pofleíEons in India, but Pon- 
dichcrry, thcir fltongeft, largeft, and moft beau<- 
tiful fettlcmenti This ca'pltal of the French In^ 
dian power, in the days of its profpcrity, exceedcd- 
srll other European fettlements there, in trade, 
opulence, and fplcndor ; and was ftiU the.repofiA- 
tory of all the French wealth which remaincd af- 
tcr repeatcd defeats. As foon as the fortrefles ad- 
jacent to this important place were reduced, colo- 
nel- Coote fat down before ic, refolved upon the 
blockade by land^ whilc admiral Stevens íbut up 
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theír harbour by fea. A regular fiege was at* 
tliat time impraflicable^ from the periodical rains 
which in that climate were foon expefted to ob- 
ftruft fuch operations. Thefc difadvantages were 
cven fufEcieot to reprefs any. attempts whatfoever ;. 
but notwithílanding thc inclemency of the climate, 
the Engliíh commander continued before the place 
for full feven months. Neither rains, nor ftorms. 
were in the leaft able to abate their affiduity ; 
they continued the fiege, and prefled thc garrifon> 
in fuch a manner, that they were reduccd to the 
moft extreme diftrefs. Lally, however, was re- 
folutely bent on fuffering cvery cálamity, i^ther 
than yieljd this laft ftzkp of Frcnch power i^India ; 
though hia foldiers were obliged to^ feed Ottï dogs^ 
and cats, and evén bought íuch wretched j^rovi^ 
fions extremly dear, (ctght crowns having 'b^cn 
given foT the fleíh of a dog,) yct ftill he dct^rhiined, 
to hold out. íp tjie roidft of this diftrefsj fortuiie 
feemed to give.an opportunity of relíef,had itbee&. 
properly feconded. Ín thc beginning of January,^ 
one of thofe teriible ftorms which are common iíi 
thofe climates, but of whofe violencc we can have 
but little idea in Europe, wrecked a large part of 
the Englifli fleet that was blocking up the har- 
bour of Pondicherry. This was a blow which 
cnce more elevatcd the hopes of the defpairing gar- 
rifon. The governor now flattered himfclf w-ith 
the bope of being fupplied with provifions ; and 
once more animated his foldicrs, long funk by 
difeafe, famine, fatigue and uninterrupted adver- 
fity. He inimediately wrote to one of the French 
rcfidents at a Dutch fettlement, for inftant aflTift:- 
ance ; his eager impatience appears in the letter 
he. fent. 27v Englifb fquadron is m fwref Slr* O^ 
^/v twlvi Jbij^s ikey had in eur road^ feven are /j/?,. 
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cr^nus and all ; the other four difmqfled^ attd tto more 

than one frigate hath efcaped — lofe not an inflant in 

fending hoats after boats loaded nvith rice» — Tkefav» 

ing of Pondicherry hath been in your power once al^ 

r-eady: this opportunity negleéfedf the fault will be 

allyours. Offer great rewards, — Infour days I ex^ 

peïl feventeen thoufand Morattoes. — In fhort, . rifquá ' 

«//, attempt all^ force ally and fend us fome rice^ 

Jbould it he hut half a garce at a time* Thís 

fingular letter, however, was intercepted ; aiíd, in- 

lefs than four days, he had the mortification to 

behold admiral Stephens again appearing . in the 

harbour, who had repaircd his lofles v/ith all pof- 

fible celerity : and. the blockade now became as 

complete as ever. Still however, he made no 

propofal to furrender, while the íiege was carried 

on by his countryman with redoubled alacrity ; 

and, at length, he found his troops half confumed 

"with fatigue and famine, a breach made in the 

rampart, :.and not more than one day's provifion of 

any kind remaining; He was now reduced to an 

extremityv that would admit of no hefitation; a 

Cgnal waS' thcrefore made to ceafe hoiliHties : the 

principal of the Jefuits, together with two civi- 

lians, came out, and oíFered terms of capitulation. 

Lally, however could not be prevaiied upon to 

oíFer any terms \ he fent a paper, íilled with re- 

proaches againíl the Engliíh,- to colonel Coote; 

and alleged, that he would not treat with an enc- 

my upon the honourable terms of war, who had 

ahready forfeited hi^ honour, in-feveral inftances. 

He therefore fuíFered the Engliíh troops to tákc 

pofieíGon of the place, but refufed to furrender ít 

ÍQ the ufual forms, Thisconqueíl terminated thc- 

nower of France in India -, the whole trade of tbat^ 

Y3, 
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vaft pcninfula, from the Indus to the Ganges, bc- 
came our own. Thc princes of the country knew 
the Engliíh force, and learncd to fear it. Since 
that time nothing conridcrable has becn done againft 
us. Our Eaft-India company have become thc ar-' 
biters of empire. The Mogul himfelf has been de- 
feated and taken prifoner. The Britiíh empirc be- 
gins to vie cvcn with that of ancient Rome ; the 
extent of its dominions-on land is asnwidc, and its 
forceat fea is infinitcly greatcr. Happy if we know 
when to bound our fuccefils ; happy if we can dif- 
tinguiíh betwecn viíiories and adyantagcs ; if wc 
can be convinced , that whcn a nation (hincs brighteft 
with conqueft, it may then, like a wafting taper,. 
be only haftening to decay ! 
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LETTER LXVI, 



VICTORY, whkh thus firft dawned upon us 
from the eaft, feemed to extend cvcn to Eu- 
rope and AmeTÍca. But fome ftep*s led to thefe 
fuccefles which had been long wiíhed for ; and, 
at length, were effefted.. The affairs of war werc 
dirc£lcd by a - miniftfy which feemed utterly un- 
equal to the weight and importance of fuch a 
charge ;, th«y were but feebly held together among 
eách other, and clamoured againft by the united 
voice of the people. It had long bcen their mc- 
thod.to rule by party ; and, furrounding the thronc, 
it was faid, they attemptcd only to fiU the royal 
ear with whatever fuggeftions they thought moft to 
their intcrefts. ^ When any new meafure was pro- 
pofed, which could not receive their approbation • 
or any liew member was introduced into govern- 
ment, whom they did not nominate ; it was thcir 
method to throw up their places wíth a fecret vie w 
of refuming them with greater luftre. Thus all 
hope of preferment was to be expeélcd only from 
them ; public favours were conferred only for pr;, 
vate fervices ; they were thought to govern in the 
fenate and in the field : the ftrength of the crown 
was aftually declining ; that of thc peoplc was 
fcarce any more ; while ariftocracy filled up every 
avenue to the throne with pride, ignorance, and 
faftion» 

The ftate of the king and nation, at that time 
Was truly deplorable ; the defeat of Braddock in 
America ; the lofs of Ofwego ; the delay of arma- 
toents ; the abfurd deftination of flccts and armies^ 
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all ferved to reduce thc peoplc almoíl to a ftate o£ 
dcfperalion, and brought addreíTes to tlie king from \ 
every part of the kingdom. The general voice was, 
at length, coo loud not to reach the throne ; and 
the miniftry were, at length, obliged to adn\it fome 
men into a íliare of the government, whofe taleats 
and integrity might, in fome meafure, counterba- 
lance their own deficicncy. At the head of thefe 
newly introduced wcre^Mr. Pltt and Mr. Leggc; 
thc former of thefe was appointed fecretary of ftate, 
thc other chancellor of thc cxchcquer. To draw 
the charafters-of rhen ftiU living, would neccílarily 
fubjcél mc to thereputationof adulation or fatire.; 
it is enough to fay, that the pcopie -had high ex- 
pe£tations from their ability, and in the end, they 
werc not difappointcd. 

The pleafure of tbe nation, howcvcr, was but of 
íhort continuancc :. a miniftry compofcd of fuch 
j^rring principks could not long conttnue united, 
being conftitutcd of perfons cfpouíing difícrent 
xneafurcs, and a£luated by diffcrent motivcs. Thc 
old junto courtcd the fovercign's favour by their 
prctended attachment to his forcigu dominions \ 
thc ncw clamourcd againft all contincntal con* 
ncxions, as uttetly incompatible with the intercft 
of the nation. Both, perhaps, mighi have been 
wrong ; but it is obvious that thefc {cntiments 
wcre fufficient to fink the latter in the royal. 
eftecm ; and this diílikc was artfully kcpt up, and 
>/ n « increaícd by thcir old rivals in power*. 

jy.u.íTS^'^ few months, thereforc, aftcr Mr. 
Pitt had becn put into oíficc, hc was obliged to 
refign thc feals by his majefty's command ; and 
Mr. Lcgge was difmiáTed from being, chanccllor of 
thc cxchecjuer. The old miniftry now thought 
themfelves fccure in. the unmolefted ppfleifion .of 
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, former powcr ; but this very ftep which they took 
fbr their own fecurity, turned out to them as un- 
fbrtunate, as thofe they planned for the public were 
unfuccefsful. The whole natíon feemed to rife up 
as one man in vindication of that part of the mí- 
niftrirthat was latcly excluded ; and the king, at 
Itn^th, thought proper to comply with the general 
foh'citation. Mr. Pitt and Mr. Lcgge were apain 
reftored, and a trainof fuccefies foon began to dig- 
nify their defi^ns. 

For forhe time, however, the meafures planned 
by the formcr miniftry were purfued in America ; 
and thou^h the Engliíh were fuperior to the ene- 
my, yet ftill they fclt all the inconvenience of ir- 
reíbíute counfeb and ill-planncd operations. Our 
, wometi and ijhildren in that part of the world 
were expofed to the unparalleled cruelty of the Ii>- 
dian favages .j;.ánd what is ftiU more remarkable, 
two thoufand Bvitons with arms in their hands, 
continued tame fpeílators of thefe inhumanities. 
Bad fuccefs ever prodttces complaint on all fides; 
and England now heard nothing but inveélive and 
accufation. The generals fent over to manage the^ 
opcrations of war, loudly accufed the tiraidity an4 
the flownefs of the natives, who were to unite in 
their own defence ; the natives, on the contrary, 
as wannly expoftulated againft the pride, avarice, 

* or incapacity,of thofë fent over to command them. 

■ General Shirley, who was appointed to that'com- 
•mand, had been fuperfeded by lord Loudon ; and 
this nobleman foon after returning to England, 
three feverai commanders were put at the head of 
feparate operations ; the moft important, being 
that defígned againft Cape Breton, was conimanded 
by general Amherft. The taking poíTeffion of this 
ifland,. and iís fortrefe, was a cgnc^ueft greatly 
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wiíhed by all our colonies, as it had always been ar 
convcnient harbour to the enemy, which from thencc 
annoyed our tradc with rmpunity. It was alfo a- 
convenient fituationforcarrying on their fiíhery ; a 
branch of commerce of the utmoft benefit to thc 
French nation. The fortrcfs of Louiíburg was 
ftrengthened v/íth all the aíBftance of art ; the gar- 
rifon was numerous : the commandcr vigilant ; aná^ 
cvery precautloii taken to- prevent a defcent jv 
An account of 'the operations of a- ficgc is tedious •:- 
bc it fufficient to fay, that thc Engliíh furmounted 
cvery obdacle with the moft amazing intrepidity ; 
thcir former timidity feemed nowconverted into per»- 
fevering refolution : the place was furrendered by^. 
capitulation ^ and our- troops, long ufed to difapi- 
pointment and repulfe, began to boaft of viftory ia 
their turm 

Two other operations werc carríêd on in America 
at the fame timc, the one under general Abercrom-* 
bie, againft Crown Point and Ticonderago ; thc 
other, more to the fouthward^ againft fort Db 
Qu^efne. The latter expedition was fuccefsful^ 
but that agaínft Crown Point and Ticonderago was 
attended with thecuftomary badfortunc. Thiswas 
now the fecond time that the EngHft^ army had at- 
tempted to penetrate into thofc. hideous wilds, by 
which nature had fecured the French encroachment$ 
in that remote part of America. Bxaddock fell yin 
the attempt : hia raftinefs contributed to his defea^ 
and too much caution, perhaps, was thc fault of his 
fucceífor. Much time was fpent in marching to thc 
place of aílion ; and the^nemy were thus pcrfeftly 
prepared to give the Engliíhtroops a warra reception. 
ïhey were found intrenched under the fort of Ti- 
conderago, behind a breaft-work raifed eight feet 
J>igh,,and ftill farther fecured by felled trces, wiíh 
their branches pointing outwards* Thefe dií&cu-^ 
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4ics, however, the Engliíh attempted to furmount^ 
but as the enemy, beiiig fecure themfelves, took aim 
at leifure> a terrible carnage of the aíFailants enfued^ 
^nd the general after repeated eíForts, was obliged 
to^order a retreat. The Engliíharmy, howcver, was 
ftiUfuperior tothatoftheenemy, and might, it was 
fuppofed, have gone onward with fuccefs, 'if fup- 
ported by their artillery, whichhad not yet arrived^ 
but tbe general feit, too fenfibly, the terrors of the 
late defeat, to remain in the vicinity of a vi£fcorious 
enemy ; he therefore reimbarked his troops, and re- 
tumed to his camp at Lake Georgq, from whence 
•he had taken his departure. 

The fuccefs of this campaign, however, was, upon 
the whole, greatly in favour of the Engliíh. The 
,^aking of fort Du Quefne ferved to remove from 
■our colonies the terror of the incuríions of the bar* 
barians, and .interrupted that continued correfpon« 
dence, which, by a chain of forts, one part of the 
Prench fettlements had with the other. The mi« 
niílry too difcovered a fpirit of vigorous refolution 
hitherto unknown in this part of the world ; and 
ihe next campaign promifed more brilliant fuc- 
•ccífes. 

Accordingly^ in the opening of the next feffion^ 
the miniílry feemed fenfible, that ^ jf rt 
'fingle eflfort carried in fuch wide-ex- ' '-^9* 

tended dominions, would never bring the enemy 
into fubjeílion ; it was therefore refolved to attack 
íhem in feveral diíFerent parts of this extenfive 
empire at once. Preparations were accordingly made, 
and expeditions went forwards againft three diíFerent 
parts of the northern continent of America. Gent- 
xal Amherft, commandei; in chief, with a body of 
twe]ve thoufand men, was to attack Crown Pointf 
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*tliat had hitherto becn the reproach of the Englife 
ariny : General Wolf was, at the oppolite quarter, 
-to enter the Tiver St. Laurence, and undertake the 
fiege of Quebec, the capital of the French dominions 
in this part of the world 4 whiie General PrideauK 
and Sir William Johnfon were to attempt a fort 
near the catara£t ot Niagara. This laít eKpedition 
was the firft that was ruccefsful. The fort of Nia- 
^ara wás a place of great import-ance, and ferved to 
command aii the communications between the 
«lortheren and wefteren French fettlements. Thc 
fiege was foon cómmenced by the Engliíh, but Ge^ 
neral Prideaux was killed in the trenches by the 
burfting of a cohorn ; fb that the whole fuccefs of 
the expedition fell to Oeneral Johnfon, and his 
^oodfortune. He-Oraitted nothing to promote the 
vigorous meafurcs of his predeceflbr, but added all 
his own popularity. The French knew the impor- 
tance of this fort, and attempted to relieve it. John* 
fo.n attack»d them with his ufual intrepidity and 
fuccefs; in iefs thanan hour tlieir wholearmy was 
put to the rout, and the garrifon beholding thc de- 
feat of their countrymen, furrendered prifoners of 
war. Nor was general Amherft lefs ^fuccefsful) 
though without meeting an enemy ; in his march 
to Crown Póint, he found both that fort and Ticon- 
dcrago deferted and deftroyed. There now, there- 
fore, remained but one grand and decifive Wow to 
put all North America in pofieíFion of the Engliih. 
This was the taking of Quebec, a crty handfomely 
built, populoús, and flourilhing. Admiral Saunders 
commanded the naval part of thc expedition 5 that by 
land was commited to the conduft of General Wom 
This youngfoldier, who^^asnot yet thirty-five, had 
diftinguiíhed himfelf on many former occaíions, par* 
ticularly in the fiege of Louift}urg, a part of thf 
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^fuccéfs of irhich was júftlý aferibed to himi who> 
withoutbeing iadebted to family or conne£)ions^had 
raifed himfelf by meritto!|hÍ8 prefent command. The 
war in this part of the woirld had hitherto beencar- 
ried on with extreme barbarity. Wolfc, howercr, 
difdained thefe bafe proceddings, and carriéd on all 
the terrots of war with the húmanity of a truly civi- 
lÍ2ed European. A <lefcription of thé fiegc of this city 
may inftfuíi a foldier, but can fcarccly iníorm a citi* 
zen 5 be it fufficient to obferve, that its beginning ap- 
eared cxtremely unpromífiiig to the bcfiegcrs, and rc- 
peated repulfes evenferved to abate the hopes of the 

* comm^nder. / knowy faid he, that tht ^aits of 
Great Bntainj require the mottvi^oroutfHeafureSy but' 

' ihen the courage of a hnndful of hrave menshould he 
€xerted oniy where there is fonte hhpe of a favourable 

' event. At prefent the dijfficulties are fovarious thát I 
am at a hfs how to determine. Howeyer, he refolved 
though now fitikíng under fatigue and ficlcnefs, to 
make onc Vigoróus attempt bcfore he gave up allj 
and accordingly, in the liight, part of his tróops 

.* ^vith great difficulty máde themfelvés maftcrs of aii 
hill that commanded the town* A battle enfued ; 
Montcalm, thc French comínander, refolved not to 
furvive the defeat of his country ; Wplftí on the 
other fide, refolved to cohquer or die. Both com« 
manders had their wiíh ; both fell ; but the Engliíh 
■^^erc vi£lorious. The circumltances attending the 
death of Wolfe, fervcd^to give an example like that 
of the tioble Thcbán. Hc in the beginning of the 
«ngagement recéived á^x^óuhd in the hanti, whteh 
he diflembled, wrapping it round with his hantl*- 
kerchief to ftop the eíFufion of blood \ hc advahced 
with unconeern ; a fecond ball was more fatal j it 
pierced his breaft, fo that ttnable to proceed^ he^ 

-ïea^ncd on the íhoulder oí a foldicr who was ncai* 
Vol. II. Z 
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Ixiin. Now ftruggling in the agonies of death, anfl 
juftdeparting he heard a voíce crv, Títey run / he 
feemed to revive a moment at the loundyand aíking 
V^ho ran, was informedj the French : expreffing hig 
wonder that they raiï fo foon, and unabie to gaze any 
longerf he funk>on'the feldier's breaft, and his laft 
words were^ I die húppy. Ferhaps the lofs of fuch a 
man wa« greater to the nation than the conquering 
of all Canada was advantageoÁs ; but it is the mis- 
fortuneof humami^, that we can never know true 
grcatnefs tiU that moment wl^esi we are going to lofe 
ít. 

Thefurrender ofthe city wasthe <:onfequence of 
this vi£loryi and with it the total cei&on of all Can- 
flda. The French, 4t is true, made, 4n the enfuing 
feafoni a vigorous eftbrt to retake it 4 but, by the 
good condud of our Governor^ the town heldout 
tiU relieved by an Engliíh fleet, under the <;ommand 
of lordColviile. Thús did this .campaig^i make am- 
ple reparation for a)l the lofles that had'been hither- 
tp fuftained by the Engliíh. The FTCnch had now 
no force capable of makingany rdiftaQce^ they held 
out the war now, not with hopes of vié^oryy but hon- 
ourable capitulation. One place after another was 
invaded : Montreal, at lafty íurrendered ; and, in a 
Ihorttime, a country, which tbeir own writer« have 
reprefented as being more exteníive than the Romaa. 
«mpire, fell totally under the power of his Britannic 
Snlajefty. 

How far the exíending dominion tends to the 
incfeafing-the ftrength of a natíon, is an obje£l wor- 
thy confidération. The fplendour of vi£lory fhould 
never dazzle the eye of reafon.No people ever could 
iCall their country powerfúl, if it wére not populous: 
for poiitical force depends upon the Ímali nrontier 
io b^ deíendedi and the vicinitj of án army to every 
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jíacíe to be mvadcd ^ but cjrtcndcd empirfc takes- 

away both thefe advantages» and, before thc foldier 

can traverfc half his proper territories, his countrf 

may have alrcady felt all the horrors of invafion. 

Whatevcr joy tterefore our countty might have felt 

atthefe immenfe acquifitions of remote tcriitory, 

I own it givcs me no vcry plcafing. profpcfl:. Thc 

manufafkurcs, the tradc, and the riches of thefe dif- 

tant countries, canncver recompence for the contis- 

nual draiirof ufeful and induílrious fubjc£ts, that 

muíl be de^ved from the mother country to pcople 

tfacm. »Wherever the lo wcr for^ of people in any 

kingdom can fiy from labour, thcy*will be jcady to 

go ; yct, upon the induftry and the valour of dicie 

aione, every kingdora muft hope for fccutity. , Not 

the efireminate and the luxurious can defend thcir 

country in the day of battle : they may increafe 

ttmidityby theiiexamplc, but opulence can nevcr 

give true'relief. IPhe Spaniards and the Portugucfe 

M'cre much more ■powcrfulbcforcthcy divided' their' 

ftrength into all the tOlrrid climatcs of Southcrn 

Amcrica. The ft^te thus. ^ot richcs, but loft mcn ; 

they had gold, but coulí hot regajin iiiduftry. Thus^ 

arc their nations now incapable óf dcfcnding thcm- 

felvcs againft powcrful forcign invafion. The im-- 

menfe wealth of the Indies that cvery year comcs 

homc to dicir ports goes to cnrich a few ; their fub- 

jefts arccithcrjn the extremc of wealth orpoverty : 

the rich hav6 only flaves bcncath thcm, who hate 

thofe for whom they muft laboqr ; tjhe poor have no 

acquifitions nor. propcrty to dcFend : fo that thcir 

armics are compofed either of wretches preflêd into 

thefcrvicc, whoonly fcck for opportunities not to 

•fight, but to fly : or of men, rich and noble, courai- 

geous from pride, yct weak from luxury. Such i$ 

»ot,. a? yct, the cafc of Epgland, nor will evcrbe 
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if apaíEonforconqueflL Í8 notjmiftakea for national 
profperity. 



LELLER LXVIl/ 

TH£fuccefs of our armsín AmericawasatchieYed' 
by moderate eíForts; on the contrary, in Europe,^ 
the eíForts we mede, and the operations of óur great 
ally the King of Pruffia, were aftonilhing, yct pro- 
duced no very fignal effedls» Safety was all that 
could be expefted ; and this was fecured contrary to 
all human expe^ation. You have juft feen that mo^ 
iiarch furrounded by enemies, the greateft and moft 
formidablc powers of Europe ; you 'havefeen almeft 

.riie whole powerof the continent united againfthim 
and hovering over his devoted dominions: and the 
only allies that remained to be bound by trcaty ta 
retirc and gíve him no affiftance. In this terriblc 
fituatlon he.lUU adhered to hís fortitude, and, rdy- 
ing on his natural fubjeéls alone, refolved never ta 
abandon his claims. Such was the defperatecondi- 
tion of his affairs ', yet they werc ftill rendered more 
hopekfs, when he was informed, that hisoniy friend 
the ^oparehof that generous people which had hi- 
therto fupplied him with money and ftores, was go- 
ing to forfake him, and leavehim to irremediable ra- 
ÍD. It was thushe expoftúlatcd withthe doubting 
monarch upon this occaGon : Is it pojjibh that your 
Majesty can havefo little fortitude and conftancyy as ta 
bedfpiritedby a fmúll reverfe offortune > Are our af» 
(lirsfo ruinous that they cannot he repaired f Confider 
the step you have made me undertake^ and rememker you 
are the caufe of all my misfortunes. I /hould never 
have abandoned my former alliances but for your 

Jiatterin^ ajfurances. 1 do not now repent cfth^ 
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t^eafy concluded betnveen us ; but 1 intreat you wiU 
not ingloriously leave me at the mercy of my enemies^ 
after having brought upon me a/l the powers óf Europe* 
The French and Imperialifts, after a fuccefaful 
fummer campaign, were at this time, which.was thc 
depth of winter, fct d^wn to the fiege of Leipfic. - 
His Pruflian Majefty dreaded the capture of this im-- 
portant city, and foon, unexpeéledly, feemed to rife * 
up before ii. Such was the terror of his arms, cven • 
vanquiíhed as he had been, that his approach raifed < 
the fiege, and the French, though fuperiorin number, ^ 
retreated. He at length overtook them at a viUage 
called Roft)ach, and gained fo compleat a viéiory, 
that night alone faved their whole array from deftruc- 
tion. The Auftrians werc, in another partof the 
Empire, ftiU viftórious, and had taken the Prince of 
Bcvern, his generaliílimo, prifoner. The King, after 
a dreadfúl march of two hundred miles, in thé depth 
of winter, came uj> wich them near Breflau, difpofed 
his inferior forces with his ufual judgment, and ob- 
tained another bloodý viflóry, in which be took no 
lefs than fifteen thoufand prifoners. Bteflau, with 
a garrifon of tén" thoufand men, furrendered foon 
after.-. Thefé fucceíTés difpirited the enemy, and 
raifed his allies to new hopes. 

After the capitulátión of Cloftér-Seven was fign- 
cd, between the Duke of Cumbcrland and the Duke 
of Richliéu, both fidés began to complain of in- 
fraftions* The Hanoverians accufed thc rapacity 
of the French Gcneral, and the infolent brutality of , 
his foldiers ; . while the French retortcd the chargc of 
infurreft'ión againft thëm, andbegan tothink of treat- - 
iiig as a conquered enemy thofe whóm théy [had only 
bound by treaty as neutrals. Treatiês havc never 
been preferved longer than intereft or compulfipn 
bound them 5 political faith isa word without meaa-í^'- 

2^ 3 
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ing ; thc French opprcfled the Hanoverians ; the lat- 
tcr refumed their arms and each fide complained, 
as ufualj of infraSion. A Gencral was not long 
wanting to aflembJe the colleffcing' army. Prince 
Ferdinand of Brunfwick put hímfelf at their head, 
began by íkirmiíhing with fuccefs, and, at laíi, 
thcy wcre in a capacity of becoming formidable to 
their Ijrte viílors. From this time the king of 
Pruflia fought the enemy upon more equál terms 
than ever *, often viftorious, fometimes repulfed ; 
but ever aftive and formidable. To name his vic- 
tories, the towns he took, the dangers he efcaped, 
and the lofles he fuflercd, would take up more time 
than I would chofc to grant to fuch accounts, or you 
íhould beftow. Never was thc art of war carried 
to fuch a pitch as by him. In this war Europe faw 
with aftonifliment campaigns carried on in the midft 
of wÍDter i great and bloody battles fought, yct pro- 
ducing no vifible advantage to the viftors. At no 
time fince the days of heroifm wérc fuch numbcrs 
deftroycd, fo many towns taken, fo many íkirmift^es 
fought, fuch ftratagems pra£lifcd, or fuch intrepi- 
dity fliewn. Armies were now confidered as com- 
pofing one fíngle machine, dire£led by the General^ 
and animated with one wiU. From the commcn- 
tarybf thefe campaigns, fuccecding Gcnerals will 
take thcir lcflbns for dcvaftation, and improve in 
the arts of increafing human calamity. . 

England was all this time, happily retired from 
the calamities which drcnched the rcft of Furope ÍQ 
blood ; yet from her natural military eagcrncfs, íhe 
fecmed defirous of fliaring thofe dangers of which 
íhe was only a fpeílator. The paflion for carrying 
on a continental war, was not lcft plcafing to the 
Monarch from hls native attachmcnts, than to thc 
^ people from tbeir natural propenfity to arms. Aa 
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foon as it was knoMm that prince Ferdínand had put ^ 
hímfelf at, the hcad of the Hanovcrian army, his ^ 
Britannic Majefty, in a fpeech at the opening of thc 
feffion of parliament, obferved that the late fucccíTes • 
in Germany had given an happy turn to his affairs, 
which it would be neceflary to improye. The com* - 
mons therefore granted liberal fupph'es both for the 
fervice of the King of Pruflia, and for enabHng the 
army formed in the Eleélorate of Hanover to a£l 
vigoioufly in conjunéïion with him. Sóon after, it 
was confidered that men would be a more grateful 
fupply than money. The minifter, who had firft ' 
come into power and popularity by oppofing fuch * 
meafures, was now prevailed upon to enter intp them 
with even greater ardour than any of his predecefíbrs. . 
The hopes of putting a fpeedy end to the war by 
vigorous mcafures, his cQnnefttons, and perhaps 
the pleafure he found in giving his Majefty pleafurci . 
incited him eagerly to a continental war. It is' ^ 
certáin no miniftry could more powerfuUy fecond a 
warlike monarch's intentions. That fpirit of entcr- 
prize which had in a meafuTe, taken bÍTth with his 
adminiftration,begantooverpowerallobftacles. Thc 
paflion of military honour feemed difi\ifed through 
ali ranks of people ; and it only wanted a channel in 
vrhich to flow. In order to indulge this general in- 
clination, the duke of Marlborough was fent inta 
Germany with a fmali body of Britifli forces to aflSft 
Prince Ferdinand, where they behaved with bravery^ 
and confpired in promoting that Prince's fuccefl'es. 
Each viOory they gained,^ however, only ferved as 3 
pretext to call over new forces from Britain, while 
the Englifti' miniftry were taught to bclieve that 
every laft battlc would be decifive The battle of 
Crevelt was fought in which the Hanovcrians and 
Englifti had thc advantage *, but it produccd^ ne^ 
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eíFcft. The viftory of Minden followcd ; but laurels 
feemed all that England reaped from the conquered 
field. After thefe two viftories it was fuppofed, that 
one reinforcement more of Britiíh troops would 
terminate the war in our favour •, a reinforcement 
was therefore fent. The Britiíh army in Germany 
now amounted to about thirty thoufand men', yet 
no advantage of any confequence was the refult of 
this formidable aíEílance. War was the trade of 
fome generalsy and it muíl be allowed a gainful 
trade it was. Let me therefore here again pafs over 
this continued repetition of marchings, íkirmiíhes,. 
and rencounters, nor load the page witli names of 
German Generals, too difficult to be pronounced by 
an EngUíh tongue, and equally grating to a patriot 
car. The vidtories of either fidc might, in faéi, be. 
eonfidered as a compaél by which fomething was to 
be loíl on either.fide, and no advantage to be acquir- 
ed. The Engliíh, at length, began . to open their 
eyes to their own intereft ; nor could all the fplen- 
dors of viftory fo far blind them, as not to fec that 
they were waging unequal war, and afluming ncw 
loads of taxes for conquefts they could neither pre- 
ferve nor enjoy. Such were the growing liifcoxitents 
of the people, when the .King, who had ihfpired 
thefe meafures unexpeftedly died. On the twenty- 
fifth day of Oáober, 1760, George II. without any 
previous diforder, was found by his domeftic fer- 
vants expiring in his chamber. He had arifen at- 
his ufual hour, and obferved tó his attendants, thát, as 
the \veathcr w^s fine, he would walk out. In a fcw 
minutes after this, beingleft alone, he was heard to 
fall down upon the floor, The noife of his fall 
brought his attendants into the foom, who lifted him 
into bed, where he defired, in a faint voice, that tha 
princefs Amelia might be íent for \ but befote hetr* 
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arrival heexpiréd in the 77th ycar ofhisage and 
thc 33d of his reign in the midft of viélory; and at 
that véry' period, when the univerfal enthuíiafm of 
conqueiV began to fubfide into more fober refleftions, 
If any monarch was happy in the peculiar mode and 
timc of his death, it was hc*» The faftions which 
had been nuríing in his reign, hací not yet come to 
maturity ; and all their viríilence threatened to fall 
upon his fucceíTor. He was himfelf of no Ihïning 
abilities ; and, confequently,^ while he was fuíFered 
to guide hÍ3 German dominions, he cntrufted the 
care of Brítain to hié minifters at home, However, 
as we ftand too near this Monarohto view his real 
cbaraólec withoat partiality, take thé foilowing cha» 
xaders of hiih, hy two writers of oppofite fentí- 
mcínts. 

** As to the»extent of his underftanding, (fays 
" oné) or the fplendor of his virtue, we rather wifh 
-** forvoppbrtunities of práiíing, . than undírtakc the, 
" ta& ouïfelves. His public charafter was niarked 
** with a prediIe£kion for hi« native country, to 
•* whkh he faerificed all othcr motives *' 

On the other hand, fays his pancgyrift, ** On? 
** whatever fide we iook upon his charaíi^er, we 
" Ihall find ample matter 'for juft and unfufpeftcd 
^< praife. None of his predecefíbrs in the throne o£ 
" England Jived to fo great an« age, or cnjoyed 
** longer felicity. His fubjefls were ftiil improving 
<• under him in commerce and arts ; and his owti 
" ceconomy fet. a prudent exampíe to the nation, 
*^ which howcvcr, they did not follow. He was, 
** in his tempcr fudden and . vioient ; but this, 
** though it influcnced his behavíour, made no 
" changc in his condufl:, whicli was gencrally guid- 
** ed by reafon, He was plain and direft in his 1n- 
♦« tention^j^ true to bis word, ííeady in his favoux. 
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•* and prote£tlon to his fenrants ;. not' parting cveo* 
" wich his miniíters till compelled to it by the vio- 
" lence of íaAioc* In fliort through thc wholc of 
** life, heappeared rather to livc forthe cultivation 
*^ of ufeful virtues than fplendid ones ; and fatis- 

fied with. being good^ left others their. unenvied 

greatncfs- 



if 
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IAm forry that^praife beftowed on livxng mcrit k- 
often found to injure the goodnefs it applauds* 
The charaóler o£ the fucceíTor of George the. Second 
dcferves the warraeft panegyric ^ and, ált who lovc 
their country only wiíh for a continuance of thaC 
fpirit and that virtoe whích has hitherto^ appeared' 
in hinu Never did monarch come to the thronc at 
a more critical period ;- tbe n^tion fluíhed wkh con<- 
quett, yet tiicd with vvar, expefling the lowcft fub» 
míffion from theirhumbled ehemies, yet murmuring 
under the immenfe load of their taxes ; one part of 
the people acquiring immenfe -weaith by the conti- 
nuance of hoftilities,^ another- reduced almoft to 
bankruptcy. Beiide&this, the throne was hedged 
round by ignorance and fa£Uon, men intent only oh 
their own intcrefts and willing to perfuade monarchy, 
that whatever conduced to their own wifties was 
diredled for the welfare of the kingdom. Itwas in 
this fituationuof thingSsthat George the third camc te 
t?ie crown, . Xhis kingdom began to dividfi into two 
parties ; or more properly fpeaking^ the very fame 
iïidividuals feemed to wear, at- once a face ofjoy 
and difcontent. They felt all the triumphs of their- 
fuccefles, but juftly drcaded the confequenccs of ani 
expenfive coatinuance of them.. The iiumbíïrkf^ 
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'iSftorics they gained by fea contlnued to kcep thcm 
infpirita, and kiduced them to fupply the immenfe 
expence» of the year with chearfuinefs. During the 
whole peried of «the war fttcceedingthe execution of 
ÁdmiralByng, nothing could be carried on with 
more fpirit and refolution than all our naval en- 
gagements. Incvery cnterprizc thc fuperror bra- 
very, íkilly and dexterity of thé Engliíh were ob- 
vious. Often with forces very much difpropor- 
'tioned, they took their adverfarics' íhips, and cíFcc- 
tttally difftblcd thc'cnemy's forcc by ifea. 

No hiftory can furniíh eocamples offuch numerou 

fleets, ór morc uftivc commanders. This dcïire for 

, viftory fccmed even ^to diffiifc itfelf to the lowcft 

officers : and the captains of privateers feemed as 

much cnamoured of conqucft as with a deíire of 

^in. The Admirals Hawke, Howe, Bofcawen, 

Pocock, &c were always viftorious ,5 the Captains, 

Tyrrcl, iFofter, .Gilchrift, Lockhart, and others, 

^tcn fought at a difadvantagc, but never without 

^honour. As an inftance of thc intrepid fpirit of our 

'feamen in this war, I .íhall mcntion one aflion^ 

which pofterity, if it were only fingly fupportcd, 

imight Íook upon as inciedible. The annals of 

imankindcannot íhew an cíFort of more defperate 

^ourage 'than was excFtcd undor the command of 

'Captain WiUiam Dcath, commander of the Terrible 

^privatccr. He had in the beginning of his cruixe^ 

made prize of a rich merchant íhip, and with this 

was returning home to England in triumph, when 

he had the misfortune to fali in with the Ven- 

f^eance privateer of Sf. Malo, much his fupcrior ia 
orce, he having but twcnty-fix guns, the enemy 
thirty-fix, and a proportionable number of men. 
The Terrible*s prize was foon re-taken, and con- 
verted againft her; but though fo uncqúally matchedy 
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icaptain Death maintained a furioas engagement ^tt 
cannot be paráUeled in the annals of any country. \ 
The Frenchcomraander and his fecond werc killed, 
vfith two thirds of his crew ; but m\tch more dread- 
f ul was thc ílaughtei! on board the Terriblc^ Whett 
the enemy boaided it, they only found one fright- 
ful fcene of flaughter, filence, and defolation. Óf 
two hundred men only fixteenwere found remain- 
iag alive, and the íhip itfelf fo íhattercd as fcarccly 
to be kept above water. 

Such were the dear-bought niaval viéiorles of 
France, and fuch was the obftinacy of the Englifli, 
even whcn defeated that the court of VerfaiUes, at 
length, feemed to demarid peace at any Tate. To 
this requeíl the Etigltíh-were ready to accede, and 
Plenipotentiaries were fent fróm eithêr court to nc- 
gptiate fo wiíhed for a leconciliation. Fránce fent 
to London Mr. BuíTy, a manrathêr íkilled in tbc 
arts of negotiation thantheopen integrity becomiríg 
the miniíler of a great nation. England fcnt ovér 
in exchange, Mr. Stanley, to Paris* 

It feemed to be a fundatoental prínciple in this 
* treaty, which, however, proved ineffeéiual, that each 
country was to be confidered as pofléflbrs of their re- 
fpeftive conquefts ;'andthat ifanyfuch were to be 
given up on one fide; it wastobe only in exchangc 
for fuch as had been made by the other. tTpon thefc 
terrasit is obvious, that the Engliíh were likely to be 
great gainers by a treaty, as they had taken feveral 
places and dominions froih the French, and had loft 
only Minorca. Whether the French had a real de- • 
íire to proceed on.fnch terms is uncertain; how- 
cver, they foon gave the Engliíh miniftry fufEcierit 
reafons to be diflfatisfied with their proceedings. 
"Mr. Pitt whohad for a long time bpen fuccefsful, 
-a£):uated all the Engliíh meafures and guidcd thcir 
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councils, had evcr difdained that pedantry of po- 
Ktical refineraent of which others fo vainly boafted; 
hte negotiated therefore in a plain fimple manner ; 
hi8 guidc, fincerity ; and his only objeft, hiá coun- 
try's góod. Several points wetc agréed upon betwecn 
cach nation, that gave grcat hópes of an accommoda- 
tion. The French agreed to give up all Canada, a 
fórt upbn the river Sénegal in Africa, and to reftoíc 
Minorca. The chief objeás in debate were, the 
priviJegc théy claimed of continuing to fiíh úpon thfe 
Banks of Newfoundland., and of having the damage^ 
repaid which they fuft'ained by the taking their 
íhipping beforc 'a declaration of war. Thefe two 
]K>ints MTcre warmly negotiated on either fidc, not 
ivithout hopes of fpeedy adjuftment, when uncx- 
peftedly, thfe Whóle treaty was at once, fet afide by 
the interpófition of the Sjjanifli minifter, who defir- 
eáto have the intéreft ofSpain alfo included inthe. 
trcaty. Mr. Pitt very juftly corífídéred that as Spaiii 
had nó part in the w'ar, fo it Was impertincnt in that 
powcr to ihtérnieddle in a treaty of peace ;. and hé 
regarded this interpofition in its true light, namely, 
that of a cortfedcracy betwcn ÏVance and Spain 
'jmitually to fupport each otHer*s intereft. Cónfi-í 
dent^ therefore of his own intëgrity, and, perhaps, 
alfó too m'uch elated bý plopulár applaufe, he begán 
to treat thc French negotiator with a great íhare o£ 
haughíinefs, of which he compláincd tó his court 
at home ; and hc was foon recall6di 

This condutt of Mr. Pih míght havë júftiy in-. 
ctxrred reproach, had hc had no pflvate intimatións 
of a fecret alliance bétweén France and Spain. Thc 
laft named po^irer Had aOiiiálIý entered intb a familý 
compáét with.France, by'whiéh thcy engaged to car- 
ry on a war in conjunaion. Of all this the Enligíh' 
fecretary had becn previotífiy^ apprizcd, and propofed 
Vol. 11. A a 
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in the privy-council toanticípate the dcfignsof »Spain, 
by an immediate decíaration of war againft her. Vi- 
gour, difpatch, and refolution, charafterized all the 
. plans cf this miniíler ; he found, however in the 
privy-council, men who were willíng to aél with 
more deiiberadon, and who defired a ccrtainty of 
oflTence before they detnanded a reparation. Spain^ 
they.faid has yet given no certain proofs of their 
hoítilc intentions j and the Engliíh minifter at the 
court of Madrid ftill continues to aíTure us of their 
pacific difpofition. Thefe remonftrances were an* 
fwered by the fecrctary, but without producing the 
defired conviflion ; feeing himfelf therefore almoft 
íïngular in his opinion, he was refolved to leave an 
aíTembly where he knew himfelf maligned ^ and threv 
up the dire£tion of meafures, 'whicb, to ufe hisown 
expreflion he was be no longer allowedto gúide. The 
council was at tbat time, divided between two par* 
tiesj wTio were both equally pleafed at his refigna-k 
tíon. One party confífted of thofe who wcre at the 
Bead of aftVirs during the preceding reign ; tbeotherj 
fuch as had been taken into favour in this : neither. 
were difpleafe.d at the removal óf a man whofe po-» 
pularity threw them into tbe íhade, and wbofe vehe- 
xnence controuled thcir moderation. But thispopular 
minifter's being removed, did not rcftore unanimity 
to the council* The parts which were hcld together 
by his prefence, Were now difunited, and a diiiêa- 
íion began, which ftill continues to fubfift» 

The declaration of war with Spain, foon after, 
íhewed how well-grounded Mr. Pitt's meafures were, 
when he propofed a former rupture. However, the 
union of France and Spain, and the difunion of our 
own miniftry at home did not feem to- retard the 
progrefs ofour arms. The iflandof Martinico was 
conquered by admiral Rodney and gcneral MongI&« > 
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ton ; the illand ofSt, Lucla fuirtmltred foon aftcr 
to Captain Harvey 5 Grenada was takcn by Briga- 
dier Waifh 5 and all the neutral iflands fubmittcd to 
the Engliíli- dorainion. But a bolder blow vr^s 
ilruck againft the Spaniards ; a powerful flêct, atid 
an army of fifteen thoufand men were fent agaínft the 
Havannahj the key of all their pofleflions in South 

. Atnerica. It made a noble refíftance; but ín the 
end was taken, And now the ene.mies of Great 
Britain were humbled on every .fide ; the French 
left without trade or ftiipping ; the fource of Spaniflx 
opulence interrug^tcd ; no» hing temained for 'them, 
but to aflc for peace, upon fuch terras as we were 
pleafed to grant. A negotiation was accordingly 
once more begun bctween the three powers, by the 
intervention of the king of Sardinia's ambaflador ; 
the Duke of Bedford was fent over to Paris and 
the Duke De Nivernois came to London ; and, at 
length, tbe definitive treaty was figned at Paris by, 
the Duke of Bcdford, the Duke'De Praflin, and the 
Marquis De Grimaldi, ánd arrived in London, Fe- 
bruary 19, 17^3« In order to purchafe peace, the 
French gave up all Canada, their right to the neu- 
tral iflands, the fort of Senegal, and their privilege 
oL fiftiing on the coafts of Newfoundlarid, and the 
gulph of St Laurence, but at a certain diftance 
from fliore. Spain alfo gavc up, on her part, the 
extenfive country of Florida : fo that the Englifii 
cmpire was thus greatly enlarged ; aud if we com- 
pute its ftrength by the quantity of land included in 
tjie dominions, it can now boaft more power than 
even the great Roman empire. 

But no country ftiould build upon reraote ftrength j < 

^ true power muft always fnbfift at home. When thc 
branches of a large empire become more powerful 
than thc original ftem, inftead of aflTifting its gro wth. . 
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Aey only oTcrload and exhauft its nouriíhment» 
The difcontents, rherefore, which many have ex- 
prcffêd, at the cohcluíïófr of the late peace, that we 
díd not iníift upon hai'der lerms, and increafe our 
po^effions, wcre iH-foundcd, fince it isprobabJe wc 
arc already polTefled of mnre than government can 
managc. TherC is evér a certaín extent of éiïipite 
■which pólitics are able to wieïd ; beyond this hcr 
magniíicene is butém^ty^ poiri^, vmá her fize but 
fickiy <;p]*pulen'ce. 
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